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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE 


The present work, which forms the sixth in 
our Collection of Court Memoirs, will, in all 
probability, be considered the most interesting yet 
issued, for it contains particulars of the great 
Napoleon not to be found in any other publi- 
cation, and forms an interesting addition to the 
information generally known about him. 

The writer of the Letters (whose name is said 
to have been Stewarton, and who had been a friend 
of the Empress Josephine in her happier, if less 
brilliant days) gives full accounts of the lives of 
nearly - all Napoleon’s Ministers and Generals, in 
addition to those of a great number of other 
characters, and an insight into the inner life of 
those who formed Napoleon’s Court. 

All sorts and conditions of men are dealt 
with — adherents who have come over from the 
Royalist camp, as well as those who have won 
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publishers’ note 


their way upwards as soldiers, as did Napoleon 
himself In fact, the work abounds with anecdotes 
of Napoleon, Talleyrand, FouchS, and a host of 
others, and astounding particulars are given of the 
mysterious disappearance of those persons who 
were unfortunate enough to incur the displeasure 
of Napoleon 

The next work in the series will be “ The 
Memoirs of Madame la Marquise de Montespan,” 
one of the famous mistresses of Louis XIV 
Translated into English for the first time In 
two volumes 


London, 3rd May, 1895 



INTRODUCTORY LETTER 


Paris, November i oth, 1805. 

My Lord, — The Letters I have written to you were 
intended for the private entertainment of a liberal friend, 
and not for the general perusal of a severe public. Had 
I imagined that their contents would have penetrated be- 
yond your closet or the circle of your intimate acquaintance, 
several of the narratives would have been extended, while 
others would have been compressed ; the anecdotes would 
have been more numerous, and my own remarks fewer ; 
some portraits would have been left out, others drawn, and 
all better finished. I should then have attempted more 
frequently to expose meanness to contempt, and treachery 
to abhorrence ; should have lashed more severely incor- 
rigible vice, and oftener held out to ridicule puerile vanity 
and outrageous ambition. In short, I should then have 
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studied more to please than to instruct, by addressing 
myself seldotner to the reason than to the passions 

1 subscribe, nevertheless, to jour observation, “that 
the late long war and short peace, with the enslaved state 
of the Press on the Continent, would occasion a chasm 
in the most interesting penod of modern historj, did 
not independent and judicious travellers or visitors abroad 
collect and forward to Great Britain (the last refuge of 
freedom) some materials which, though scantj and msuf 
ficient upon the whole, maj, in part, rend the veil of 
destructive politics, and enable future ages to penetrate into 
mjstenes which crime in power has interest to render 
impenetrable to the just reprobation of honour and of 
virtue.” — If, therefore, m> humble labours can preserve 
lojal subjects from the seduction of traitors, or warn 
lawful sovereigns and civilized society of the alarming 
conspiracy against them, I shall not think either mj 
time thrown away, or fear the dangers to which publicity 
might expose me, were I only suspected here of being 
an Anglican author Before the Letters are sent to the 
press I trust, however, to your discretion the removal of 
everything that might produce a discovery, or indicate the 
source from which you have derived your information 
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XI 


Although it is not usual in private correspondence to 

quote authorities, I have sometimes done so ; but satisfied, 

as I hope you are, with my veracity, I should have thought 

the frequent productions of any better pledge than the word 

of a man of honour an insult to your feelings. I have, 

besides, not related a fact that is not recent and well- 

known in our fashionable and political societies ; and of 

all the portraits I have delineated, the originals not only 

r > 

exist, but are yer occupied in the present busy scene of 
the Continent, and figuring either at Courts, in camps, or 
in Cabinets. 
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Paris, August, 1S05. 

My Lord, — I promised you not to pronounce in haste 
on persons and events passing under my eyes : thirty-one 
months have quickly passed away since I became an 
attentive spectator of the extraordinary transactions, and of 
the extraordinary characters of the extraordinary Court and 
Cabinet of St. Cloud. If my talents to delineate equal my 
zeal to enquire and my industry to examine ; if I am as 
able a painter as I have been an indefatigable observer, 
you will be satisfied, and with your approbation at once 
sanction and reward my labours. 
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With most princes, the supple courtier and the fawning 
favourite have greater influence than the profound statesman 
and subtle minister, and the determinations of Cabinets 
are, therefore, frequently prepared in drawing rooms, and 
discussed in the closet The politician and the counsellor 
are frequently applauded or censured for transactions which 
the intrigues of ante chambers conceived, and which cupidity 
and favour gave power to promulgate 

It is very generally imagined, but falsely, that Napo 
leon Bonaparte governs, or rather tyrannizes, by himself, 
according to his own capacity, caprices or interest, that all 
his acts, all his changes, are the sole consequence of his 
own exclusive, unprejudiced will, as well as unlimited 
authority, that both his greatness and his littleness his 
successes and his crimes, originate entirely with himself, 
that the fortunate hero, who marched triumphant over the 
Alps, and the dastardly murderer that disgraced human 
nature at Jaffa, because the same person, owed victory to 
himself alone, and by himself alone commanded massacre, 
that the same genius, unbiased and unsupported, crushed 
factions, erected a throne, and reconstructed racks , that the 
same mind restored and protected Christianity, and proscribed 
and assassinated a d Enghien 

All these contradictions, all these virtues and vices, may 
be found in the same person, but Bonaparte, individually 
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or isolated, has no claim to them. Except on some sudden 
occasions that call for immediate decision, no sovereign rules 
less by himself than Bonaparte ; because no sovereign is 
more surrounded by favourites and counsellors, by needy 
adventurers and crafty intriguers. 

What sovereign has more relatives to enrich, or more 
sendees to recompense ; more evils to repair, more jealousies 
to dread, more dangers to fear, more clamours to silence ; 
or stands more in need of information and advice? Let it 
be remembered that he, who now governs empires and 
nations, ten years ago commanded only a battery ; and five 
years ago was only a military chieftain. The difference is 
as immense, indeed, between the sceptre of a monarch and 
the sword of a general, as between the wise legislator who 
protects the lives and property of his contemporaries, and 
the hireling robber who wades through rivers of blood to 
obtain plunder at the expense and misery of generations. 
The lower classes of all countries have produced persons 
who have distinguished themselves as warriors ; but what 
subject has yet usurped a throne, and by his eminence and 
achievements, without infringing on the laws and liberties 
of his country, proved himself worthy to reign ? Besides, 
the education which Bonaparte received was entirely mili- 
tary ; and a man (let his innate abilities be ever so surprising 

or excellent) who, during the first thirty years of his life, 
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has made either military or political tactics or exploits his 
only stud), certainly cannot excel equall) in the Cabinet and 
in the camp It would be as foolish to believe, as absurd to 
expect, a perfection almost beyond the reach of any man; 
and of Bonaparte more than of an) one else A man who, 
like him, is the continual slave of his own passions, can 
neither be a good nor a just, an independent nor immacu 
late master 

Among the courtiers who, ever since Bonaparte was 
made First Consul, have maintained a great ascendenc) over 
him, is the present grand marshal of his Court, the genenl 
of division, Duroc With some parts, but greater presump 
tion, this young man is destined b) his master to occup) 
the most confidential places near his person, and to his 
care are entrusted the most difficult and secret missions at 
foreign Courts \Mien he is absent from I ranee, the liberty 
of the Continent is in danger, and when in the Tuileries, 
or at St Cloud, Bonaparte thinks himself always safe 

Gerard Chnsthophe Michel Duroc was born at l’onta- 
Mousson, in the department of Meurthe, on the 25th of 
October, 1772, of poor but honest parents His father kept 
a petty chandler’s shop, but b) the interest and generosit) 
of Abbd Duroc, a distant relation, he was so well-educated 
that, in March, 1 792, he became a sub lieutenant of the 
artiller) In 1796 he served in Italy, as a captain, under 
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General Andreossy, by whom he was recommended to 

General 1 ’Espinasse, then commander of the artillery of the 

* 

army of Italy, who made him an aide-de-camp. In that 
situation Bonaparte remarked his activity, and was pleased 
with his manners, and therefore attached him as an aide- 
de-camp to himself. Duroc soon became a favourite with 
his chief, and, notwithstanding the intrigues of his rivals, he 
has continued to be so to this day. 

It has been asserted, by his enemies no doubt, that by 
implicit obedience to his general’s orders, by an unresisting 
complacency, and by executing, without hesitation, the most 
cruel mandates of his superior, he has fixed himself so firmly 
in his good opinion that he is irremovable. It has also 
been stated that it was Duroc who commanded the drowning 
and burying alive of the wounded French soldiers in Italy, 
in 1797; and that it was he who inspected their poisoning 
in Syria, in 1799, "’here he was wounded during the siege 
of St. Jean d’Acre. He was among the few officers whom 
Bonaparte selected for his companions when he quitted 
the army of Egypt, and landed with him in France in 
.October, 1799. 

Hitherto Duroc had only shown himself as a brave 
soldier and obedient officer ; but after the revolution which 
made Bonaparte a First Consul, he entered upon another 
career. He was then, for the first time, employed in a 



6 


THE SECRET HIST0RV OF 


diplomatic mission to Berlin, where he so far insinuated 
himself into the good graces of their Prussian Majesties, 
that the King admitted him to the rojal table, and on the 
parade at Potsdam presented him to his generals and officers 
as an aide de-camp du plus grand hommc gue je connats , 
whilst the Queen gave him a scarf knitted bj her own 
fair hands. 

The fortunate result of Duroc's intrigues in Prussia, in 
1799, encouraged Bonaparte to despatch him, in 1801, to 
Russia, where Alexander I received him with that noble 
condescension so natural to this great and good prince He 
succeeded at St Petersburg in arranging the political and 
commercial difficulties and disagreements between France 
and Russia , but his proposal for a defensive alliance was 
declined 

An anecdote is related of his political campaign in 
the North, upon the barren banks of the Neva, which, in 
causing much entertainment to the inhabitants of the fertile 
banks of the Seine, has not a little displeased the mihtarj 
diplomatist 

Among Tallej rands female agents sent to cajole Paul I 
during the latter part of his reign, was a Madame Bomul, 

whose real name is de I \\ hen this unfortunate pnnce 

was no more, most of the French male and female intriguers 
in Russia thought it necessary to shift their quarters, and 
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to expect, on the territory of neutral Prussia, farther in- 
structions from Paris, where and how to proceed. Madame 
Bonoeil • had removed to Konigsberg. In the second week 
of May, rSoi, when Duroc passed through that town for 
St. Petersburg, he visited this lady, according to the orders 
of Bonaparte, and obtained from her a list of the names 
of the principal persons who were inclined to be serviceable 
to France, and might be trusted by him upon the present 
occasion. By inattention or mistake she had mispelled the 
name of one of the most trusty and active adherents of 
Bonaparte ; and Duroc, therefore, instead of addressing 
himself to the Polish Count de S — lz, went to the Polish 

Count de S tz. This latter was as much flattered as 

surprised, upon seeing an aide-de-camp and envoy of the 
First Consul of France enter his apartments, seldom visited 
before but by usurers, gamesters and creditors ; and on 
hearing the object of this visit, began to think either the 
envoy mad or himself dreaming. Understanding, however, 
that money would be of little consideration, if the point 
desired by the First Consul could be carried, he determined 
to take advantage of this fortunate hit, and invited Duroc 
to sup with him the same evening ; when he promised him 
he should meet with persons who could do his business, 
provided his pecuniary resources were as ample as he had 
stated. 
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This Count de S — - — tz was one of the most extrava- 
gant and profligate subjects that Russia had acquired by 
the partition of Poland After squandering away his own 
patrimony, he had rumed his mother and two sisters, -and 
subsisted now entirel) by gambling and borrowing Among 
his associates, in similar circumstances with himself "as a 
Chevalier de Gausac, a French adventurer pretending to 
be an emigrant from the vicinity of Toulouse To him 
was communicated what had happened in the morning, and 
his advice was asked how to act in the evening It was 
soon settled that de Gausac should be transformed into a 

Russian Count de W , a nephew and confidential 

secretary of the Chancellor of the same name, and that 
one Caumartin, another French adventurer, who taught 
fencing at St Petersburg, should act the part of Pnnce de 

M , an aide-de camp of the Emperor , and that all three 

together should strip Duroc, and share the spoil At the 
appointed hour Bonaparte’s agent arrived, and was com 
pletely the dupe of these adventurers, who plundered him 
of twelve hundred thousand liv res— ,£50,000 Though not 
many dajs passed before he discovered the imposition, 
prudence prevented him from denouncing the impostors, 
and this blunder would have remained a secret between 
himself, Bonaparte and Tallejnnd, had not the unusual 
expenses of Caumartin excited the suspicion of the Russian 
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police minister, who soon discovered the source from which 
they had flowed. De Gauzac had the imprudence to return 
to this capital last spring, and is now shut up in the 
Temple, where he probably will be forgotten. 

As this loss was more ascribed to the negligence of 
Madame Bonceil than to the mismanagement of Duroc, or 
his want of penetration, his reception at the Tuileries, 
though not so gracious as on his return from Berlin, 
nineteen months before, was, however, such as convinced 
him that if he had not increased, he had at the same time 
not lessened, the confidence of his master ; and, indeed, 
shortly afterwards, Bonaparte created him first prefect of his 
palace, and procured him for a wife the only daughter of a 
rich Spanish banker. Rumour, however, says that Bona- 
parte was not quite disinterested when he commanded and 
concluded this match, and that the fortune of Madame 
Duroc has paid for the expensive supper of her husband 
with Count de S tz at St. Petersburg. 
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LET I ER II 

Paris, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — Though the Treat) of Lunev llle will pio- 
babl) soon be buried in the rubbish of the Treat) of Amiens, 
the influence of their parents m the Cabinet of St Cloud 
is as great as ever I say their parents, because the crafty 
e\ bishop Tallejrand, foreseeing the short existence of these 
bastard diplomatic acts, took care to compliment the innocent 
Joseph Bonaparte with a share in the parentage, although 
they were his own exclusive offspring 

Joseph Bonaparte, who in 1797, from, an attorney's 
clerk at Ajaccio, m Corsica, was at once transformed into 
an ambassador to the Court of Rome, had hard!) read a 
treat), or seen a despatch written, before he was himself 
to conclude the one, and to dictate the other Had he 
not been supported b> able secretaries, government would 
soon have been convinced that it is as impossible to confer 
talents as it is eas> ’to give places to men to whom Nature 
has refused parts, and on whom a scant) or neglected 
education has bestowed no improvements Deep and 
reserved, like a true Italian, but vam and ambitious like 
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his brothers, under the character of a statesman, he has 
only been the political puppet of Talleyrand. If he has 
sometimes been applauded upon the stages where he has 
been placed, he is also exposed to the hooting and hisses 
of the suffering multitude ; while the minister pockets undis- 
turbed all the entrance-money, and conceals his wicked- 
ness and art under the cloak of Joseph ; which protects 
him besides against the anger and fury of Napoleon. 
No negotiation of any consequence is undertaken, no 
diplomatic arrangements are under consideration, but Joseph 
is always consulted, and Napoleon informed of the consulta- 
tion. Hence none of Bonaparte’s ministers have suffered 
less from his violence and resentment than Talleyrand, who, 
in the political department, governs him who governs France 
and Italy. f 

As early as 1S00, Talleyrand determined to throw the 
odium of his own outrages against the law of nations, upon 
the brother of his master. Lucien Bonaparte was that year 
sent ambassador to Spain, but not sharing with the minister 
the large profits of his appointment, his diplomatic career 
was but short. Joseph is as greedy and as ravenous as 
bucien, but not so frank or indiscreet: Whether he knew 
or not of Talleyrand’s immense gain by the pacification at 
Luneville in February, 1801, he did not neglect his ovn 
individual interest. The day previous to the signature of 
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this treaty, he despatched a courier to the rich army con 
tractor Collot, acquainting him in secret of the issue of 
the negotiation, and ordering him at the same time to 
purchase si\ millions of livres — .£250,000 — m the stocks on 
his account On Josephs arrival at Pans, Collot sent him 
the state bonds for the sum ordered, together with a \erj 
polite letter /*but though he waited on the grand pacificator 
several times afterwards, all admittance was refused, until a 
douceur of one million of lures — nearly ,£42,000 — of Collot s 
private profit opened the door In return, during the dis 
cussions between France and England in the summer of 
1801, and in the spring of 180'’, Collot was continued 
Josephs pm ate agent, and shared with lits patron, within 
twelve months, a clear gain of thirty two millions of hvres 
Some of the secret articles of the Treat), of Lunev ille 
gave Austria, during the insurrection in Switzerland, in the 
autumn of 1802, an opportumt) and a right to make repre- 
sentations against the interference of trance, a circumstance 
which greatly displeased Bonaparte, who reproached TaIIe> 
rand for his want of foresight, and of having been outwitted 
by the Cabinet of Vienna Ihc minister, on the very next 
day, laid before his master the correspondence that had 
passed between him and Joseph Bonaparte, during the 
negotiation concerning these secret articles, which were 
found to have been entirely proposed and settled by 
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Joseph : who hn<! been induced by his .secretary and 
factotum (a r leant re of Talleyrand) to adopt .sentiments 
for which that minister had been paid, according to report, 
six hundred thou.-ond iivrcs /.'ey, coo. Several other tricks 
have in the same manner b ; en played upon Joseph, who, 
notwithstanding, lias the modc-ty to consider himself (much 
to the advantage and ‘-.iti; faction of Talleyrand) the first 
statesman in Europe. ..nr! th-- good fortune to be thought 
so hy hi'' brother Napoli on. 


U'heti a rupture with England was apprehended, in the 
spring of tSog. '{‘..lit y.vnd t:< u-; Mg tied a despatch that was 
not prcviotkly rmmnunic.;:, d to. and approved by Joseph, 
before its e<»nt'. nts *.u:c ‘-anetioried hy Napoleon. This 
precaution rhl-dv > r-tttinv.ed him in place when Lord Whit- 


worth left thi. eap::.d. 
to such n degr th.at 


a rlepattt.’re that incensed Napoleon 
!».- , jjtirelv forgot both the dignity of 


his rank amabt it;-, pere.ru! 1 . 
members ot tne {tnuonmtie *■* 
and brother 1 -, who ail more 


:x becoming deportment to the 
-,rp-. and his duty to his mother 
or ](■>■. experienced the cflccts 


of his violent pa-doir. He thus accosted Talleyrand, who 

purposely arrived late at his circle: “Well! the English 

ambassador is -one: and we miK again go to war. Were 

my generals as great fool- as some of my ministers, I should 

o&pair indeed of the b-ue of my contest with these insolent 

'danders. Mnnv believe that bad I been more ably supported 
✓ 
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in my Cabinet, I should not ha\ e been under the necessit) of 
taking the field, ns n rupture might have been prevented ’ 
“Such Citizen First Consul'” answered the trembling and 
bowing minister, “is not the opinion of the counsellor of 
state, Citizen Joseph Bonaparte ” — “Well, then,” said Napoleon, 
as recollecting himself, “ England wishes for war, and she 
shall suffer Sir it This shall be a war of extermination, 

depend upon it” The name of Joseph alone moderated 

Napoleon’s fur), and changed its object It is with htm 
what the harp of David was with Saul Talleyrand knows it, 
and is no loser by that knowledge I must, however, m 
justice say that, had Bonaparte followed his minister’s advice, 
and suffered himself to be entirel) guided by his counsel, 
all hostilities with England at that time might have been 
avoided, her government would have been lulled into se- 
cunt) by the cession of Malta and some commercial regu 
lations and her future conquest, during a time of peact, 
have been attempted upon plans duly organized, that might 
have ensured success He never ceased to repeat, “ Citizen 
First Consul ' some few )ears longer peace with Great Britain, 
and the Te Deums of modern Britons for the conquest and 
possession of Malta, will be considered b> their children as 
the funeral hymns of their liberty and independence” 

It was upon this memorable occasion of Lord Whit 
worths departure, that Bonaparte is known to have betrayed 
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the most outrageous acts of passion ; he rudely forced his 
mother from his closet, and forbade his own sisters to 
approach his person : he confined Madame Bonaparte for 
several hours to her chamber : he dismissed favourite 
generals : treated with ignominy members of hi s council of 
state ; and towards his physician, secretaries and principal 
attendants, he committed unbecoming and disgraceful marks 
of personal outrage. 1 have heard it affirmed that though 
her husband, when shutting her up in her dressing-room, 
put the key in his pocket, Madame Napoleon found means 
to resent the ungallant behaviour of her spouse, with the 
assistance of Madame Remusat. 
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LETTER III 

Paris, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — N o act of Bonaparte s government has 
occasioned so man), so opposite, and so violent debates, 
among the remnants of revolutionary factions comprising 
his senate and council of state, as the introduction and 
execution of the religious concordat signed with the Pope 
Joseph was here again the ostensible negotiator, though he, 
on this as well as on former occasions, concluded nothing 
that had not been prepared and digested by Talleyrand 

Bonaparte does not in general pa> much attention to 
the opinions of others when they do not agree with his own 
views and interests, or coincide with his plans of reform or 
innovation, but having m his public career professed him 
self b) turns an atheist and an infidel, the worshipper of 
Chnst and of Mahonfet, he could not decently silence 
those who, after deserting or den) mg the God of their 
forefathers and of their youth, continued constant and firm 
m their apostasy Of those who deliberated eoncervwwg 
the restoration or exclusion of Christianity, and the accept 
ance or rejection of the concordat. Touche, Francois de 
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Nantz, Rcederer and Sieyes wore for the religion of Nature ; 
Yolney, Real, Chapin). Bourrienne, and Lucien Bonaparte 
for atheism ; and Portalis, (iregoirc, Cambaceres, Le Brun, 
' 1 'al ley rand, Joseph and Napoleon Bonaparte for Christianity. 
Besides the sentiments of these confidential counsellors, 
upwards of two hundred memoirs, for or against the Christian 
religion, were presented to the Fitst Consul by uninvited and 
volunteer counsellors : all differing ns much from each other 
as the members of his own privy council. 

Many persons do Madame Bonaparte, the mother, the 
honour of supposing that to her assiduous representations is 
principally owing the recall of the priests and the restoration 
of the altars of Christ. She cettainly is the most devout, or 
rather the most superstitious of her family, and of her name ; 
but had not Talleyrand and Portalis previously convinced 
Napoleon of the policy of reestablishing a religion which, for 
fourteen centuries, had preserved the throne of the Bour- 
bons from the machinations of republicans and other con- 
spirators against monarchy, it is very probable that her 
representations would have been as ineffective as her piety 
or her prayers. So long ago as 1 796 she implored the 
mercy of Napoleon for the Roman Catholics in Italy ; and 
entreated him to .spare the Pope and the papal territory, at 
the very time that his soldiers were laying waste and ravaging 
l he legacy of Bologna and of Ravenna, both incorporated 
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with his new formed Cisalpine Republic , where one of his 
first acts of so; ereignty, m the name of the then sovereign 
people, was the confiscation of Church lands and the sale 
of the estates of the clergy 

Of the prelates who with Joseph Bonaparte signed 
the concordat, the Cardinal Gonsalvi and the Bishop Bernier 
have, by their labours and intrigues, not a little contributed 
to the present Church establishment in this country, and 
to them Napoleon is much indebted for the intrusion of 
the Bonaparte dynasty among the houses of so; ereign 
princes The former, intended from his youth for the 
Church, sees neither honour in this world, nor hopes for 
any blessing in the next, but exclusively from its bosom 
and its doctrine With capacity to figure as a country 
curate, he occupies the post of the chief secretary of state 
to the Pope , and though nearly of the same age, but of 
a much weaker constitution than his sovereign, he was 
ambitious enough to demand Bonaparte's promise of suc- 
ceeding to the papal see, and weak and wicked enough to 
wish and expect to survive a benefactor of a calmer mind 
and better health than himself It was he who encouraged 
Bonaparte to require the presence of Pius VII in France, 
and who persuaded this weak pontiff to undertake a journey 
that has caused so much scandal among the truly faithful , 
and which, should ever Austria regain its former supremacy 
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in Italy, will send the present Pope to end his days in a 
convent, and make the successors of St. Peter what this 
Apostle was himself, a bishop of Rome, and nothing more. 

Bernier was a curate in La Vendee before the Revo- 
lution, and one of those priests who lighted the torch of 
civil war in that unfortunate country, under pretence of 
defending the throne of his King and the altars of his 
God. He not only possessed great popularity among the 
lower classes, but- acquired so far the confidence of the 
Vendean chiefs that he was appointed one of the supreme 
and directing council of the Royalists and Chouans. Even 
so late as the summer of 1799 he continued not only 
unsuspected, but trusted by the insurgents in the Western 
departments. In the winter, however, of the same year 
he had been gained over by Bonaparte’s emissaries, and 
was seen at his levees in the Tuileries. It is stated that 
General Brune made him renounce his former principles, 
desert his -former companions, and betray to the then First 
Consul of the French Republic the secrets of the friends 
of lawful monarchy, of the faithful subjects of Louis XVIII. 
His perfidy has been rewarded with one hundred and fifty 
thousand livres in ready money, with the see of Orleans, 
and with a promise of a cardinal’s hat. , He has also, with 
the Cardinals Gonsalvi, Caprara, Fesch, Cambaceres and 

Mauri, Bonaparte’s promise, and, of course , the expectation 

2 — 2 
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of* the Roman ttan He was one of the prelates who 
officiated at the late coronation and is now confided in 
as a person who has too far committed himself with his 
legitimate prince and whose past treachery therefore answers 
for his future fidelity 

This religious concordat of the 10th September, rSor, 
as well as all other constitutional codes emanating from 
rev olutionar) authorities proscribes even m protecting I he 
professors and protectors of the religion of universal peace, 
benevolence and forgiveness banish in this concordat from 
1 ranee for ever the Cardinals Rohan ^nd Montmorenc), 
and the Bishop of Arras whose dutiful attachment to their 
unfortunate prince would m better times and in a more 
just and generous nation have been recompensed with 
distinctions and honoured even b> magnanimous foes 

When Madame Napoleon was informed b) her husband 
of the neassit) of choosing her almoner and chaplain, and 
of attending regularly the Mass she first fell a laughing 
taking it merel) for a joke the serious and severe looks 
and the harsh and threatening expressions of the I irst 
Consul soon however, convinced her how much she was 
mistaken T.o evince her repentance she on the ver) next 
daj attended her mother inlaw to church who was highlj 
edified b> the sudden and religious turn of her daughter, 
and did not fill to ascribe to the efficacious interference 
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and out of their temples, according to the fanaticism or 
policj of their rulers , which he adduced as a proof of the 
great progress of philosophy and toleration m Trance A 
joung officer of the part), Jacquemont, a relation of the 
former husband of the present Madame Lucien observed 
that he thought it rather an evidence of the indifference of 
the French people to all religion , the consequence of the 
great havoc the tenets of infidelit) and of atheism had 
made among the flocks of the faithful This was again 
dented by Bonaparte s aide de-camp, Savar>, who observed 
that, had this been the case, the 1 irst Consul (who dertainlj 
was as well acquainted with the religious spirit of Trench 
men as an) bod) else) would not have taken the trouble to 
conclude a religious concordat, nor have been at the 
expense of providing for the clergj 1 q this assertion 
Toseph nodded an assent When the dinner was over, 
dc Segur took me to a window, expressing lus uneasiness 
at what he called the imprudence of Jacquemont, who, he 
apprehended, from Josephs silence and manner, would not 
escape punishment for having indirect]) blamed both the 
restorer of religion and his plempotentiar) these appre^ 
hensions were justified On the next di) Jacquemont 
rcicivcd orders to join the colonial depOt at Havre, but 
refusing to obc) b) giving in his resignation as a captain, 
lie was arrested, shut up in the Temple, and afterwards 
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transported to Cayenne or Madagascar. His relatives and 
friends are still ignorant whether he is dead or alive, and 
what is or has been his place of exile. To a petition 
presented by Tacqucmont’s sister, Madame do Veaux, Joseph 
answered “that he never interfered with the acts of the 
haute police of his brother Napoleon’s government, being 
well convinced both of its justice and moderation." 
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LETTER IV 

Paris, August, 1S05 

M\ Lord, — That Bonaparte had, as far bach as 
Tebruar), 1S03 (when the Kang of Prussia proposed to 
Louts Will the formal renunciation of his hereditary 
rights m fas our of the lust Consul), determined to as 
sume the rank and title, with the power of a soaerctgn, 
nobod> can doubt Had it not been for the war with 
England, he would in the spring of that jear, or twehe 
months earlier, hate proclaimed himself Emperor of the 
Trench, and probablj would ha\e been acknowledged as 
such b> all other princes * To a man so \ain and so 
impatient, so accustomed to command and to intimidate, 
this suspension of his fa\ ounte plan was a considerable 
disappointment, and not a little increased his bitter and 
irreconcilable hatred of Great Britain 

Here, as well as in foreign countnes, the multitude 
pa) homage onl) to Napoleons uninterrupted pro^pent) , 
without penetrating or considering whether it be the conse- 
quence' of chance or of well digested plans, whether he 
owes his successes to his own merit, or to a blind fortune 
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He asserted in his speech to the constitutional authorities, 
immediately after hostilities had commenced with England, 
that the war would be of short duration, and he firmly 
believed what he said. Had he by his gunboats, or by 
his intrigues or threats, been enabled to extort a second 
edition of the Peace of Amiens, after a warfare of some 
few months, all mouths would have been ready to exclaim, 
“ Oh, the illustrious warrior ! Oh, the profound politician ! ” 
Now, after three ineffectual campaigns on the coast, when 
the extravagance and ambition of our government have 
extended the contagion of war over the Continent;, when 
both our direct offers of peace, and the negotiations and 
mediations of our allies, have been declined by, or proved 
unavailing with, the Cabinet of St. James’, the inconsistency, 
the ignorance, and the littleness of the fortunate great man 
seem to be not more remembered than the outrages and 
encroachments that have provoked Austria and Russia to. 
take the field. Should he continue victorious, and be in 
a position to dictate another Peace of Luneville, which 
probably would be followed by another pacific overture to 
or from England, mankind will again be ready to call out, 
“Oh, the illustrious warrior! Oh, the profound politician! 
He foresaw, in his wisdom, that a Continental war was neces- 
sary to terrify or to subdue his maritime foe; that a peace 
" with England could only be obtained in Germany; and that 
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this war must be excited by extending the power of trance 
on the other side of the Alps Hence his coronation as a 
King of Italy , hence his incorporation of Parma and Genoa 
with France, and hence his donation of Piombino and 
Lucca to his brother m law, Bacchiochi 1 ’ Nowhere in 
histor) have I read of men of sense being so easily led 
astray, as in our times, by confounding fortuitous eients 
with consequences resulting from preconcerted plans and 
well organized designs 

Only rogues can disseminatt and fools belies e that the 
disgrace of Moreau, and the execution of the Duke of 
Lnghien, of Pichegru, and Georges, were necessary as foot 
steps to Bonaparte s imperial throne, and that without the 
treachery of Mehde de la Touche, and the conspiracy he pre- 
tended to hue discos ered, Trance would still hase been ruled 
by a First Consul It is indeed true that tin*, plot is to be 
counted (as the imbecility of Melas, which lost the battle of 
Marengo) among those accidents presenting themseh es apropos 
to sene the fasourite of fortune in his ambitious sievss, but 
without it, he would equally hase been hailed an Lmperor of 
the Trench in May, 1804 When he came from the coast 
in the preceding winter, and was convinced of the impossi 
bility of making any impression on the British Islands with 
his flotilla, he com oked his confidential senators, who then 
with Talleyrand, settled the Senates Consultum which 



Tin: COt'KT OK ST, CI.OUO 


27 


appeared five months afterwards. Mehce’s correspondence 
with Mr. Drake was then known to him: but he and the 
minister of police were both unacquainted with the resi- 
dence and arrival of Pichegru and (ieorges in France, and 
of their connection with Moreau : the particulars of which 
were first disclosed to them in the February following, who -0 
Bonaparte had been absent from his army of England 
weeks. The assumption of the imperial dignity procured 
him another decent opportunity of offering his olive-branch 
to those who had caused his laurels to 'wither, and by 
whom, notwithstanding his abuse, calumnies and menaces, 
he would have been more proud to be saluted Emperor, 
than by all other nations upon the Continent. His vanity, 
interest and policy, all required this last degree of 
supremacy and elevation at that period. 

Bonaparte had so well penetrated the weak side of 
Moreau’s character that, although lie could not avoid doing 
justice to this general’s military talents and exploits, he 
neither esteemed him as a citizen nor dreaded him as a 
rival. Moreau possessed great popularity ; but so did 
Dumourier and Pichegru before him : and yet neither of 
them had found adherents enough to shake those republican 
governments with which they avowed themselves openly dis- 
contented, and against which they secretly plotted. I heard 
Talleyrand say, at Madame de Montlausier’s, in the presence 
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of fifty persons, “Napoleon Bonaparte had never anj thing 
to apprehend from General Moreau, and from his populant), 
even at the head of an army Dumouner, too, v\as at the 
head of an army when he revolted against the National 
Convention, but had he not saved himself by flight his 
hi'n troops would have delivered him up to be punished 
asti a traitor Moreau , and his popularity, could only h 
dangerous to the Bonaparte di nasty wire he to sunili 
Napoleon , had not this Emperor wisely averted this danger ' 
From this official declaration of Napoleon s confidential 
minister, in a societ) of known anti imperialists, I draw 
the conclusion that Moreau will never more, dunng the 
present reign, return to Trance How ver> feeble, and 
how badly advised must this general have been, when, 
after his condemnation to two >ears’ imprisonment, he 
accepted of a perpetual exile, and renounced all hopes 
of ever again entering his own countr) In the Temple, 
or m an) other pnson, if he had submitted to the sentence 
pronojneed against him, he would have caused Bonaparte 
more uneasiness than when at libert), and been more a 
point of rally to his adherents and friends than when at 
his palace of Orosbois, because compassion and ptt) must 
have invigorated and sharpened then fcehngs # 

If report be true, however, he did not voluntarily ex 
change imprisonment for exile, racks were shown him, and 
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by the act of banishment was placed a poisonous draught. 
This report gains considerable credit when it is remembered 
that, immediately after his condemnation, Moreau furnished 
his apartments in the Temple in a handsome manner, so 
as to be lodged well, if not comfortably, with his wife and 
child, whom, it is said,' he was not permitted to see before 
he had accepted of Bonaparte’s proposal of transportation. 

It may be objected to this supposition - that the man 
in power, who did not care about the barefaced murder of 
the Duke of Enghien,' and the secret destruction of Pichegru, 
could neither much hesitate, nor be very conscientious about 
adding Moreau to the number of his victims. True, but the 
assassin in authority is also generally a politician. The 
untimely end of the Duke of Enghien and of Pichegru was 
certainly lamented and deplored by the great majority of the 
French people ; but though they had many who pitied their 
fate, but few had any relative interest to avenge it ; whilst in 
the assassination of Moreau, every general, every officer, and 
■every soldier of his former army, might have read the destiny 
reserved for himself by that chieftain, who did not conceal his 
preference of those who had fought under him in Italy and 
Egypt, and his mistrust and jealousy of those who had 
vanquished under Moreau in Germany; numbers of whom 
hacl’ already perished at St. Domingo, or in the other 
colonies, or were dispersed in separate and distant garrisons 
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of the mother country It has been calculated that of 
eighty four generals who made, under Moreau, the campaign 
of 1800, and who survived the Peace of Lunev die, sixteen 
had been killed or died at St Domingo, four at Guadeloupe, 
ten m Cayenne, nine at He de France, and eleven at 1 lie 
Reunion and in Madagascar The mortality among the 
officers and men has been in proportion 

An anecdote is related of Pichegru, which does honour 
to the memory of that unfortunate general Fouche paid 
him a visit m prison the day before his death, and offered 
him ‘ Bonaparte s commission as a field marshal, and a 
diploma as a grand officer of the Legion of Honour, pro 
\ided he would turn informer against Moreau, of whose 
treachery against himself in 1797 he was reminded On 
the other hand, he was informed that, in consequence of hw 
former denials, if he persisted in his refractory conduct, he 
should never more appear before an) judge, but that the affurs 
of state and the safety of the countrj required that he should 
be privately despatched in his gaol “So/ answered this 
virtuous and indignant warrior, “you will only spare ni> 
life upon condition that I prove myself unworthy to live 
As this is the case, my choice is made without hesitation, 

I am prepared to become your victim, but I will never 1*- 
numbered among your accomplices. Call in your cxtai 
ti oners , I am ready to die as I have lived, a man of 
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honour, and an irreproachable citizen.” Within twenty-four 
hours after this answer, Pichegru was no more. 

That the Duke of Enghien was shot on the night of 
the 2 1st of March, 1S04, in the wood or in the ditch of the 
castle of Vincennes, is admitted even, by government; 
but who really were his assassins is still unknown. Some 
assert that he was shot by the grenadiers of Bonaparte’s 
Italian guard ; others say, by a detachment of the Gen- 

t 

darmes d’Elite ; and others again, that the men of both 
these corps refused to fire, and that General Murat, hearing 
the troops murmur, and fearing their mutiny, was himself 
the executioner of this young and innocent prince of the 
House of Bourbon, by' riding up to him and blowing out 
his brains with a pistol. Certain it is that Murat was the 
first, and Louis Bonaparte the second in command, on 
this dreadful occasion. 
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LETTER V 

P \RIS, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — Thanks to Tallej rands political emigration, 
our gen eminent has never been in ignorance of the cha 
ranters and foibles of the leading members among the 
emigrants in England Otto, however, finished their picture, 
but added some new groups to those delineated b) his 
predecessor It was according to his plan that the expe- 
dition of Mehde de la louche was undertaken, and it was 
in following his instructions that the campaign of this 
traitor succeeded so well in Great Britain 

Under the ministry of Vcrgennes, of Montmorm, and 
of Delessart, Mehee had been emplojed as a spj in Russia, 
Sweden and Poland and acquitted himself perfectl) to 
the satisfaction of his masters B} some accident or other, 
Delessart discosercd, however, in December, 1791, tbit be 
had, while pocketing the monej of the Cabinet of "N ersailles, 
sold Us secrets to the Cabinet of St Petersburg He, of 
course, was no longer trusted as a spj, and therefore 
turned a Jacobin, and announced himself to Bnssot as a 
persecuted patriot All the calumnies against this minister 
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in Brissot's daily paper, J.t Patriots Pntafois, during January, 
February and March. 1792. were the productions of 
M dice's malicious heart and able pen. Even after they had 
sent Delessart a state prisoner to Orleans, his inveteracy 
continued, and in September the same year he went to 
Versailles to enjoy the sight of the murder of his former 
master. Some go so far as to say that the assassins were 
headed bv this monster, who aggravated cruelty by insult, 
and informed the dying minister of the hands that .slabbed 
him. and to, whom he was indebted for a premature dentil. 

To these and other infamous and barbarous deeds. 
Talleyrand was not a stranger when he made Mehec 
his secret agent, and entrusted him with the mission to 
England. He took, therefore, such steps that neither his 
confidence could be betrayed, nor his money squandered. 
Mchee had instructions how to proceed in Great Britain, 
but he was ignorant of the object government had in view 
by his mission ; and though large sums were promised if 
successful, and if he gave satisfaction by his zeal and 
discretion, the money advanced him was a mere trifle, and 
barely sufficient to keep him from want. He was there- 
fore really distressed, when he fixed upon some necessitous 
and greedy emigrants for his instruments to play on 
the credulity of the English ministers in some of their 
unguarded moments. Their generosity in forbearing to 
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a\enge upon the deluded Trench exiles the slur attempted 
to be thrown upon their official capacity, and the ndicute 
intended to be cast on their private characters, has been 
much appro\ed and admired here b) all liberal minded 
persons, but it has also much disappointed Bonaparte and 
Talleyrand, who expected to see these emigrants dnvtn 
from the only asylum which hospitality has not refused to 
their misfortunes and misery 

Meht*e had been promised by Talleyrand double the 
amount of the sums which he could swindle from your 
go\ emnient , hut though he did more mischief to your 
countn than was expected in this, and though he proied 
that he had pocketed upwards of ten thousand English 
guineas, the wages of his infamy, when he hinted about 
the recompense he expected here, Durant, Tallcvrands d<j 
du bureau, atlused him, as a friend, not to remind the 
minister of his presence m 1 ranee, as Bonaparte ncur 
pardoned a Septenibruer, and the English guineas lit 
posseted might be claimed and seized as national property, 
to compensate some of the sufferers b\ the 
war with 1 ngland In vain did he address himself to hi* 
ftllow labourer m resolutionary plots the counsellor of 
state, Keah who had been the intermedium between him 
and Tallevrand, when he was first enlisted among tie 
«ecn.t agents instead of receiving mono he heard threat-*. 
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and, therefore, with as good grace as he could, he made 
the best of his disappointment ; he sported a carriage, kept' 
a mistress, went to gambling-houses, and is now in a fair 
way to be reduced to the status quo before his brilliant 
exploits in Great Britain. 

Real, besides the place of a counsellor of state, 
occupies also the office of a director of the internal 
police. Having some difference with my landlord, I was 
summoned to appear before him at the prefecture of the 
'police. My friend, M. de Sab — r, formerly a counsellor 
of the parliament at Rouen, happened to be with me when 
the summons was delivered, and offered to accompany me, 
being acquainted with Real. Though thirty persons were 
waiting in the ante-chamber at our arrival, no sooner was 
my friend’s name announced than we were admitted, and 
I obtained not only more jiistice than I expected, or dared 
to claim, but an invitation to Madame Real’s tea party 
the same evening. This justice and this politeness surprised 
me, until my friend showed me an act of forgery in his 
possession, committed by Real in 1788, when an advocate 
of the parliament, and for which the humanity of my friend 
alone prevented him from being struck, off the rolls, and 
otherwise punished. 

As I conceived my usual societies and coteries could 
not approve my attendance at the house • of such a per- 

3—2 
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sonage, I was intent upon sending an apology to Madame 
Real My friend, however, assured me that I should meet 
in her saloon persons of all classes and of all ranks, and 
many I little expected to see associating together I went 
late, and found the assembly \ery numerous at the upper 
part of the hall were seated Princesses Joseph and Louis 
Bonaparte, with Madame Fouche, Madame Rcederer, the 
a-deiant Duchess de Fleury, and Marchioness de Clermont 
They were conversing with M Mathew de Montmorency, 
tlie contractor (a ct devan t lackey) Collot, the ci-daant 
Duke rit 2 james, and the legislator Martin, a ci-daant 
porter seaeral groups in the seaeral apartments were com 
posed of a similar heterogeneous mixture of ci deiant nobles 
and ci deiant aalets, of ct deiant princesses, marchionesses, 
countesses and baronesses, and of ci deiant chambermaids, 
mistresses and poissardes Round a gambling table, by 
the side of the ct-deiant Bishop of Autun, Talleyrand, 
sat Madame Hounguentn, whose husband, a ci-daant shoe 
black, has, by the purchase of national property, made a 
fortune of nine millions of livres — ^375*°°° Opposite 

them were seated the a-dezant Prince de Chains, and the 
present Pnncc Cambacercs, with the ci-daant Countess dc 
Bcauaais, and Madame lauae, the daughter of a fish 
woman, and the wife of a tribune, a a-daant barber In 
another room, the Uaaanan minister Cctto was conferring 
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with the spy Meh£e' de la Touche; but observed at a 
distance by Fouche’s secretary, Desmarets, the son of a 
tailor at Fontainebleau, and for years a known police spy. 
When I was just going to retire, the handsome Madame 
Gillot, and her sister Madame de Soubray, .joined me. 
You have perhaps known them in England, where, before 
their marriage, they resided for five years with their parents, 
the Marquis and Marchioness de Courtin ; and were often 
admired by the loungers in Bond Street. The one married 
for money, Gillot, a ci-devant drummer in the French Guard, 
but who, since the Revolution, has, as a general, made a 
large fortune ; and the other united herself to a ci-devant 
abbe, from love ; but both are now divorced from their 
husbands, who passed them without any notice while they 
were chatting with me. I was handing Madame Gillot to 
her carriage, when, from the staircase, Madame de Soubray 
called to us not to quit her, as she was pursued by a 
man whom she detested, and wished to avoid. We had 
hardly turned round, when Mehee offered her his arm, and 
she exclaimed with indignation, “How dare you, infamous 
wretch, approach me, when T have forbidden you ever to 
speak to me ! Had you been reduced to become a 
highwayman, or a housebreaker, I might have pitied your 
infamy — but a ■ spy is a villain who aggravates guilt by 
cowardice and baseness, and can inspire no noble soul 
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with an> other sentiment but abhorrence, and the most 
sovereign contempt” Without being disconcerted, Meh£e 
silently returned to the company , amidst bursts of laughter 
from fifty servants, and as many masters, waiting for their 
carnages M de Cetto was among the latter, but, though 
we all fixed our eyes steadfastly upon him, no alteration 
could be seen on his diplomatic countenance his face 
must surel) be made of brass, or his heart of marble 
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LETTER VI- 

Paris, August, 1805. 

My Lord, — The day on which Madame Napoleon 
Bonaparte was elected an Empress of the French by the 
constitutional authorities of her husband’s empire, was, 
contradictory as it may seem, one of the most uncom- 
fortable in her life. After the show and ceremony of the 
audience and of the drawing-room were over, she passed 
it entirely' in tears, in her library, where her husband shut 
her up and confined her. 

The discipline of the Court of St. Cloud is as singular 
as its composition is unique. . It is, by the regulation 
of Napoleon, entirely military. From the Empress to her 
lowest chambermaid, from the Emperor’s first aide-de-camp 
down to his youngest page, any slight offence or negligence 
is punished with confinement, either public or private. In 
the former case the culprits are shut up in their own 
apartments, but in the latter they are ordered into one 
of the small rooms, constructed in the dark galleries at 
the Tuileries and St. Cloud, near the kitchens, where 



4 o 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF ’ 


they are guarded day and night b) sentries, who answer 
for their persons and that nobody visits them 

When on the 28th of March, 1804, the Senate had 
determined on offering Bonaparte the imperial digmt), he 
immediately ga\e his wife full powers, with order to form 
her household of persons who, from birth and from their 
principles, might be worth), and could be trusted to- 
encompass the imperial couple She consulted Madame 
Remusat, who in her turn consulted her friend de Segur, 
who also consulted his tonne amte, Madame de Montbrune. 
This lad) determined that if Bonaparte and his wafe were 
desirous to be served or waited on, by persons above 
them by ancestry and honour, the) should pay liberally 
for Such sacrifices She was not therefore idle, but wishing 
to profit herself b) the pride of upstart vanit), she had 
at first merely reconnoitred the ground, or made distant 
o\ertures to those families of the ancient I rench nobility 
who lnd been ruined by the Resolution, and whose minds 
she expected to Ime found on a lea el with their circum 
stances these, however, cither suspecting her intent and 
her views, or preferring honest povert) to degrading and 
disgraceful splendour, had started objections which she was 
not prepared to encounter Tims the time passed away , 
and when, on the 18th of the following Ma>, the Senate 
proclaimed Napoleon Bonaparte I mperor of the I re neb, 
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not a chamberlain was ready to attend him, nor a maid- 
of-honour to wait on his wife. 

On the morning of the 20th May, the day fixed 
for the constitutional republican authorities to present their 
homage as subjects , Napoleon asked his Josephine who were 
the persons, of both sexes, she had engaged, according to 
his carte blanche given her, as necessary and as unavoidable 
decorations of the drawing-room of an Emperor and 
Empress, as thrones and as canopies of state. She referred 
him to Madame Remusat, who, though but half-dressed, 
was instantly ordered to appear before him. This lady 
avowed that his grand master of the ceremonies, de Scgur, 

had been entrusted by her with the whole arrangement, but 

% 

that she feared that he had not yet been able to complete 
the full establishment of the Imperial Court. The aide-de- 
camp Rapp was then despatched after de Segur, who, as 
usual, presented himself smiling and cringing. “Give me 
the list,” said Napoleon, “of the ladies and gentlemen you 
have no doubt engaged for our household.” — “May it please 
your Majesty,” answered de Segur (trembling with fear), 
“I humbly supposed that they were not requisite before 
the .day of your Majesty’s coronation.” — “ You supposed ! ” 
retorted Napoleon. “How dare you suppose differently from 
our commands ? Is the Emperor of the Great Nation not 
to be encompassed with a more numerous retinue, or with 
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more lustre, than i First Consul 5 Do )ou not see the 
# immense difference between the sovereign monarch of an 
empire^ and the citizen chief magistrate of a commonwealth ? 
Are there not stoning nobles in mj empire enough to 
furnish all the Courts in Europe with attendants, courtiers 
and inlets ? Do you not belie* e that with a nod, with a 
single nod, I might hate them all prostrated before m) 
throne? What can, then, hate occasioned this impertinent ‘ 
dela> ?” — “Sire 1 ” answered de Segur, “it is not the want 
of numbers, but the difficult) of the choice among them 
I will neter recommend a single individual upon whom 
I cannot depend, or who, on some future da), ma) e\ 
pose me to the greatest of all evils, the displeasure of 
m\ Pnnce” — “But," continued Napoleon, “what is to be 
done to-da> that I ma) augment the number of m) suite, 
and b> it impose upon the gaping multitude and the 
attending deputations?"— “Command,” said dc Segur, “all 
the officers of )Our Majesty’s staff, and of the staff of the 
Go\emor of Pans, General Murat, to surround )our 
Majesty’s sacred person, and order them to accoutre 
themsehes m the most shining and splendid manner pos 
sible The presence of so mm) militar) men will also, 
m a political point of view, be useful It will lessen the 
pretensions of the constituted authonties, b\ telling them 
indirect!* it is not to )our Scnatus ConsuJnim, to jour 
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decrees, or to your votes, that I am indebted for my 
present sovereignty : I owe it exclusively to my own merit 
and valour, and to. the valour of my brave officers and men, 
to whose arms I trust more than to your counsels.” 

This advice obtained Napoleon’s entire approbation, 
and was followed. De Segur was permitted to retire, but 
when Madame Remusat made a curtsey also to leave the 
room, she was stopped with his terrible aux arrets.' and 
left under the care and responsibility of his aide-de-camp, 
Le Brun, who saw her safe into her room, at the door of 
which he placed two grenadiers. Napoleon then went out, 
ordering his wife, at her peril, to be in time, ready and 
brilliantly dressed, for the drawing-room. 

Dreading the consequences of her husband’s wrath, 
Madame Napoleon was not only punctual, but so elegantly 
and tastefully decorated with jewels and ornaments that 
even those of her enemies or rivals who refused her beauty, 
honour and virtue, allowed her taste and dignity. She 
thought that even in the regards of Napoleon she read a 
tacit approbation. When all the troublesome bustle of the 
morning was gone through, and when senators, legislators, 
tribunes, and prefects had complimented her as a model 
of female perfection, on a signal from her husband she 
accompanied him in silence through six different apartments 
before he came to her library, where he surlily ordered her 
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to enter and to remain until further orders “What ha\e 
I done. Sire' to desera e such treatment?” exclaimed she, 
trembling. — “If,’ answered Napoleon, “Madame Remusat, 
jour fa\ ounte, lias made a fool of jou, this is only to teach 
jou that jou shall not make a fool of me. Had not 
de Segur — fortunately for him — had the ingenuitj to e\tn 
cate us from the dilemma into which mj confidence and 
dependence on jou had brought me, I should ha\e made 
a fine figure indeed oh the first daj of mj Emperorship 
— Have patience, Madam, jou have plenty of books to 
dnert jou, but jou must remain where jou are until I 
am inclined to release jou” So sajing, Napoleon locked 
the door and put the kej in his pocket 

It was near two o’clock in the afternoon when she 
was thus shut up Remembering the recent flattery of her 
courtiers, and comparing it with the unfeeling treatment 
of her husband, she found herself so much the more un 
fortunate, as the expressions of the former were regarded 
b> her as praise due to her merit, while the -unkindness 
of the latter was unavailing!)' resented as the undeserved 
oppression of a capricious despot 

Business, or perhaps malice, made Naj>oleon forget 
to send her anj dinner , and when, at eight o’clock, his 
brothers and sisters came according to mutation to take 
tea, be said coldh, “ Apropos, I forgot it M) "ife has 
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not dined yet : she is busy, 1 supp' f,S4 “- in lu ’ r philosophical 
meditations in her study." Madan 11 ' ^• (U1 ' S bonnparte, her 
daughter, flew diieetly towards the stl!( l x - a,) d het niothei 
eould scarcely, for her team, infor 111 hci that s ^ u ' " ;,s a 
prisoner, and that her iumh.md was l ua d ao ^ 1 - ' ^h. •''he • 
said Madame lands, returning. “e\c n 'h’ s 5 ''maikahlc da\ is 
a day of mourning for my poor nid l ^ u ’ ! •"'he desenes 

worse," answered Napoleon. “hut. C l ” ''■'he. s hc ^hall 
he released: here is the key. let in 1 nllt - 

Madame Napoleon was howevd 1, not ' n a ^dilation to 
wish to appear before her envious bp'dici*. and dsters-in-law. 
Mer eyes were so swollen with < ryine *h.U s h (J <<nI ^d hardly 
see : and her tears had stained tho:' c inipori.il iobes whieh 
the unthinking and inconsiderate no c ,mi ^ ! believed a teilain 
preservative against sorrow and afili< tlon - n,nc o clock, 
however, another aide-de-camp of her busband presented him- 
self, and gave her the choice either t° ^company him hack 
to the study or to join the family pa 11 -’ °*" l ' lc bonapartes. 

In deploring her mother’s siu ial ' on > Madame Louis 
Bonaparte informed her former goverP css > Madame Cam n, 
of these particulars, which I heard hei i elate at Madame 

de M r’s, almost verbatim as I rc P ort; diem to you. 

Such, and other scenes nearly of the samc description, me 
neither rare nor singular, in the mo sl singular Com 
ever existed in civilized Europe. _ 
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Portalis, and Ordinal Caprara for two hours What was 
determined on this occasion has not transpired, as even 
the Cardinal, who is not the most discreet person when 
provoked, and his religious zeal gets the better of his 
political prudence, has remained silent, though seemingl) 
contented 

Two rather insignificant authors, of the name of 
Varennes and Beaujou, who published some scandalous 
libels on Christian it), have since been taken up, and after 
some months’ imprisonment in the 1 emple been condemned 
to transportation to Cay enne for life , not as infidels or 
atheists, but as conspirators against the State, in conse- 
quence of some unguarded expressions which prejudice or 
ill wall alone would judge connected with politics Nothing 
is now permitted to be printed against religion but with the 
author’s name , but b) affixing his name, he nwj abuse 
the worship and Gospel as much as he pleases Since the 
example of se\erit) alluded to above, however, this practice 
is on the decline Even Pigault Le Brun, a popular but 
immoral novel writer, narrow 1) escaped latel) a trip to 
Cajenne for one of his blasphemous publications , and 
owes to the protection of Madame Murat exclusively that 
he was not sent to keep Varennes and Beaujou company 
Some years ago, when Madame Murat was neither so great 
nor so rich as at present, he presented her with a copy of 
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his works, and she has been unfashionable enough not only 
to remember the compliment, but wished to return it by 
nominating him her 'private secretary; which, however, the 
veto of Napoleon prevented. 

Of Napoleon Bonaparte’s religious sentiments, opinions 
are not divided in France. The influence over him of the 
petty, superstitious Cardinal Caprara is, therefore, inexplicable. 
This prelate has forced from him assent to transactions 
which had been refused both to his mother and his brother 
Joseph, who now often employ the Cardinal with success, 
where they either dare not or will not show themselves. 
It is true his Eminence is not easily rebuked, but returns 
to the charge unabashed by new repulses ; and he obtains 
by teasing more than by persuasion ; but a man by whom 
Bonaparte suffers himself to be teased with impunity is no 
insignificant favourite, particularly when, like this Cardinal, 
he unites cunning with devotion, craft with superstition ; 
and is as accessible to corruption as tormented by ambition. 

As most ecclesiastical promotions passed through his 
pure and dismterested hands, Madame Napoleon, Talleyrand 
and Portalis, who also wanted some douceurs for their extra- 
ordinary expenses, united together last spring to remove him 
from France, and Napoleon was cajoled to nominate him a 
grand almoner of the Kipgdom . of Italy, and the Cardinal 
set out for Milan. He was, however, artful enough to con- 

4 


VOL. I 



5 ° 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF 


Mnce his Sovereign of the propriety of having his grand 
almoner by his side, and he is, therefore, obliged to this 
intrigue of his enemies that he now disposes of the bene 
fices in the Kingdom of Italy, as well as those of the 
French Empire 

During the Pope’s residence in this capital, his Holiness 
often made use of Cardinal Caprara m his secret negotia 
tions with Bonaparte , and w hates er advantages were ob- 
tained by the Roman Pontiff for the Galhcan Church his 
Eminence almost extorted , for he never desisted, where 
his interest or pride were concerned, till he had succeeded 
It is said that one day last January, after having been for 
hours exceedingly teasing and troublesome, Bonaparte lost 
his patience, and was going to treat his Eminence as he 
frequently does his relatives, his ministers, and counsellors, 
that is to say, to kick him from his presence , but sudden!) 
recollecting himself, he said, “ Cardinal, remain here in my 
closet until my return, when I shall have more time to 
listen to what )ou have to relate" It was at ten o’clock 
in the morning, and a day of great militar) audience and 
grand review In going out he put the he) in his pocket, 
and tcOd the guards m his ante-chamber to pay no attention 
if they should hear any noise in hts closet 

It was dark before the review was over, and Bonaparte 
had a large party to dinner When his guests retired, he 
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went into his wife’s drawing-room, where one of the Pope’s 
chamberlains waited on him with the information that his 
Holiness was much alarmed about the safety of Cardinal 
Caprarn, of whom no account could be obtained, even with 
the assistance of the police, to whom application had been 
made, since his Eminence had so suddenly disappeared. 
“ Oh ! how absent I am,” answered Napoleon, ns with 
surprise ; “ I entirely forgot that 1 left the Cardinal in 
my closet this morning. I will go myself and make an 
apology for my blunder.” His Eminence, quite exhausted, 
was found fast asleep but no sooner was he a little re- 
covered than he interrupted Bonaparte's affected apology 
with the repetition of the demand he had made in the 
morning ; and so well was Napoleon pleased with him, for 
neglecting his personal inconvenience only to occupy him- 
self with the affairs of his Sovereign, that he consented to 
what was asked, and in laying his hand upon the shoulders 
of the prelate, said, “ Faithful minister ! was every prince 
so well served as your Sovereign is by you, many evils 
might be prevented, and much good effected.” The same 
evening Duroc brought him, as a present, a snuff-box with 
Bonaparte’s portrait, set round with diamonds, worth one 
thousand louis d’or. The adventures of this day certainly 
did not lessen his Eminence in the favour of, Napoleon or 
of Pius VII. 


+— 2 
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Last Nov ember, some not entirel} unknown persons 
intended to amuse themselves at the Cardinals expense 
At se\en o’clock one evening, a young abbe presented 
himself at the Cardinal’s house, H6tel de Montmonn, 
Rue Plumet, as by appointment of his Eminence, and 
was by his secretary, ushered into the study and asked to 
wait there. Hardly half an -hour afterwards, two persons 
pretending to be agents of the police, armed just as the 
Cardinals carriage had stopped They informed him that 
the woman introduced into his house in the dress of an 
abbe was connected with a gang of thieves and house- 
breakers, and demanded his permission to arrest her He 
protested that, except the wife of his porter, no woman in 
am dresb whatever could be in his home, and that, to con 
\nnce themselves they were very welcome to accompany his 
valet-de-chambre into every room they washed to see To 
the greit surprise of his servant, a very pretty gtr/ was 

found in the bed of his Eminence’s bed-chamber, winch 

joined his studv, who, though the pretended police agents 
insisted on her getting up, refused, under pretence that she 
was there waiting for her ton ann, the Cardinal Hf* 

Eminence was no sooner told of this than he shut the 

gate of his house, after ^ending his secretary to the com 
tmssary of police of the section In the meantime, both 
the police agents and the girl entreated him to let them 
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out, as the whole was merely a badinage ; but he remained 
inflexible, and they were all three carried by the real police 
commissary to prison. Upon a complaint made by his 
Eminence to Bonaparte, the police minister, Fouche, re- 
ceived orders to have those who had dared thus to violate 
the 'sacred character of the representative of the holy Pontiff 
immediately, and. without further ceremony, transported to 
Cayenne. The Cardinal demanded, and obtained, a process 
verbal of what had occurred, and of the sentence on the 
culprits, to be laid before his Sovereign. As Eugenius de 
Beauharnais interested himself so much for the individuals 
involved in this affair, as both to implore Bonaparte’s 
pardon and the Cardinal’s interference for them, many 
were inclined to believe that he was in the secret, if not 
the contriver of this unfortunate joke. This supposition 
gained credit when, after all his endeayours to save them 
proved vain, he sent them seventy-two thousand livres — 
^3,000 — to Rochefort, that they might, on their arrival at 
Cayenne, be able to buy a plantation. He procured them 
also letters of recommendation to the governor, Victor 
• Hughes, to be treated differently from other transported 


persons. 
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LETTER VIII 


Paris, August, 1805 

My Lord, — I was particular!} attentive in observing the 
countenances and demeanour of the company at the last 
levt?e which Madame Napoleon Bonaparte held, previous 
to her departure with her husband to meet the Pope at 
Fontainebleau I had heard from good authority “that, to 
those whose propensities were known, Duroc’s information 
that the Empress was visible was accompanied with a kind 
of admonitory or courtly hint, that the strictest decenc) in 
dress and manners, and a conversation chaste, and rather 
of an unusually modest turn, would be highly agreeable to 
their Sovereigns, in consideration of the solemn occasion 
of a Sovereign Pontiff’s artival m France , an occurrence 
that had not happened for centuries, and probably would 
not happen for centuries to come" I went early, and was 
well rewarded for my punctuality 

There came the senator Fouch6, handing his amiable 
and chaste spouse, walking with as much gravity as formerly, 
when a fmr, he marched in a procession Then presented 
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themselves the senators Sieves and Riederer, with an air as- 
composed as if the former had still been an abbe and the 
confessor of the latter. Next came Madame Murat, whom 
three hours before I had seen in the Hois de Boulogne in 
all the disgusting display of fashionable nakedness, now 
clothed and covered to her chin. She was followed by 
the pious Madame Le Gere, now Princess Borghcse. who 
was sighing, deeply and loudly. After her came limping 
the t W/r Tallevrand, draueine his pure moietv bv his side, 
both with downcast and edifying looks : the Christian 
patriots, (Jravina and Lima: Dreyer and Heust, Dal berg 
and Cello, Malsburgh and Pappcnhcim. with the Catholic 
Schimmelpenninck and Mohammed Said I laid Kffondi, all 
presented themselves .as penitent sinners imploring absolu- 
tions, after undergoing mortifications. 

But it would become tedious and merely a repetition, 
were I to depict separately the figures and characters of 
all the personages at this politico -comical masquerade. 
Their conversation was, however, more uniform, more con- 
temptible, and more laughable, than their accoutrements 
and grimaces were ridiculous. To judge from what they 
said, they belonged no longer to this world ; all their 
thoughts were in heaven, and they considered themselves 
either on the borders of eternity or on the eve of the 
day of the Last Judgment. The truly devout • Madame 
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Napoleon spoke with rapture of martyrs and miracles of 
the Mass and of the vespers, of \gnuses and relics of 
Christ her Saviour, and of Pius VII, his near Had not 
her enthusiasm been interrupted by the enthusiastic com 
mentanes of her mother in law I saw ever) mouth open 
read) to cry out as soon as she had finished “Amen 1 
\men * \m«_n ' 

Napoleon had placed himself between the qld Cardinal 
de BcIlQts and the not young Cardinal Bernier, so as to 
prevent the approach of am profane sinner or unrepentant 
infidel Round him and their clerical chiefs, all the curates 
and grand vicars almoner*; and chaplains of the Court and 
the capitals of the pnnccss princesses and grand officers 
of state had formed a kind of cordon Had said the 
\oung General kellcrman to me Bonaparte always been 
encompassed by troops of this description he might now- 
have sun., hvmns as a saint in heaven but he would never 
have reined as an Emperor upon earth This indiscreet 
rtmark was heard by Louis Bonaparte, and on the nc\t 
morning kelkrman received orders to join the army in 
Hanover when, he was put under the command of a 
general younger than him elf He would have been still 
more severely punished had not his father the senator 
(( eneral kellerman) been in such great favour at the 
Court of Si Cloud, and so much fn id by Duroc, "1 o 
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had made, in 170',. his first campaign under this officer, 
then commander-in-chief of the army of the Ardennes. 

When Urn devout assembly separated, which was by 
courtesy an hour earlier than usual. I expected every mo- 
ment to hear a chorus of hop-e-laughs. because I clearly 
perceived that all of them were tired of their assumed 
parts, and. with me, inclined to he pay at the expense of 
their neighbours. But they all remembered also that .they 
were watched by spies, and that an imprudent look or an 
indiscreet word, gaiety instead of gravity, noise when 
silence was commanded, might In* followed by an airing 
in the wilderness of Cayenne. They, therefoie, all called 
out, “Coachman, to our hotel as much as to sav, . we 

r 

will to-day, in compliment to the new-born Clnistinn zeal 
of our Sovereigns, finish our evening as piously as we have 
begun it. But no sooner were they out of sight of the 
palace than they hurried to scenes of dissipation, all en- 
deavouring. in the debauchery and excesses so natural to 
them, to forget their unnatural affectation and hypocrisy. 

Well you know the standard of the faith even of the mem- 
bers of the Bonaparte family. Two days before this Christian 
circle at Madame Napoleon’s, Madame de Chateaurcinc, with 
three other ladies, visited the Princess Borghese. Not 
seeing a favourite parrot they had often previously admired, 
they inquired what was become of it. “Oh, the poor 
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creature*” answered the Princess, "I ha\e disposed of it, as 
well as of two of mj monkejs The Emperor has obliged 
me to engage an almoner and two chaplains, and it would 
be too extraaagant in me to keep six useless animals in mj 
hotel I must now submit to hearing the disgusting howl 
ings of ni) almoner instead of the entertaining chat of ni) 
parrot, and to see the awkward bows and kneelings of my 
chaplains instead of the amusing capering of m) monkejs 
Add to this, that I am forced to transform into a chapel 
m> elegant and tast) boudoir on the ground floor, where 
I haae passed so man) fortunate moments, so man) de- 
licious tete-ii tries Alas* what a change ’—what a shocking 
fashion, that we are now all again to be Christians’ l >” 
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• LETTER, IX 

Paris, August \ 1805. 

My Lord, — Notwithstanding what was inserted in our 
public prints to the contrary, the reception Bonaparte ex- 
perienced from his army of England in June last year — the 
first time he presented himself to them as an Emperor — 
was far from such as flattered either his vanity or views. 
For the first days, some few solitary voices alone accom- 
panied the “ Vive PEmpcreur ! ” of his generals, and of 
his aides-de-camp. This indifference, or, as he called it, . 
mutinous spirit, was so much the more -provoking as it was 
unexpected. He did not, as usual, ascribe it to the emis- 
saries. or gold of England, but to the secret adherents of 
Pichegru and Moreau amongst the brigades or divisions 
that had served under these unfortunate generals. He 
ordered, in consequence, his minister Berthier to make 
out a list of all these corps. Having obtained this, he 
separated them by ordering some to Italy, others to Hol- 
land, and the rest to the frontiers of Spain and Germany. 

' This act of revenge or jealousy was regarded both by the 
officers and men as a disgrace and as a doubt thrown 



6o 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF 


out against their fidelity, and the murmur was loud and 
general In consequence of this, some men were shot, 
and many more arrested Observing, however, that seventy 
had not the desired effect, Bonaparte suddenly changed 
his conduct, released the imprisoned, and rewarded with 
the crosses of his Legion of Honour every member of the 
so lately suspected troops who had ever performed any 
brilliant or valorous exploits under the proscnbed generals 
He even incorporated among his own body guards and 
guides, men who had served m the same capacity under 
these nval commanders, and numbers of their children were 
received in the Prytanees and mihtarj free schools The 
enthusiastic exclamation that soon greeted his ears con 
vinced him that he had struck upon the nght string of 
Ins soldiers’ hearts Men who, some few dajs before, 
wanted onty the signal of a leader to cut an Emperor 
they hated to pieces, would now have contended who 
should be foremost to shed their last drop of blood for 
a chief they adored 

This affected liberality towards the troops who had 
served under his rivals roused some slight discontent among 
those to whom he was chicfl) indebted for his own laurels. 
But if he knew the danger of reducing to despair slighted 
men with arms m their hands, he also was well aware of 
the equal danger of enduring licentiousness or audacity 
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among troops who had, on all occasions, experienced Ins 
preference and partiality; and he gave a sanguinary proof 
of his opinion on this subject at the grand parade of the 
i ath of July, 1S04, preparatory to the grand fete of the 
14th. A grenadier of the 21st Regiment (which was known 
in Italy under the name of the Terrible), in presenting arms 
to him,' said, “Sire! I have served under you four cam- 
paigns, fought under you in ten battles or engagements; 
have received in your sen-ice seven wounds, and am not 
a member of your Legion of Honour ; whilst many who 
served under Moreau, and are not able to show a scratch 
from an enemy, have that distinction.” Bonaparte instantly 
ordered this man to be shot by his own comrades in the 
front of the regiment. The six grenadiers selected to fire 
seeming to hesitate, he commanded the whole corps to lay 
. down their arms, and after being disbanded, to be sent 
to the different • colonial depots. To humiliate them still 
more, the mutinous errenadier was shot bv the gendarmes. 
When the review was over, “ J'ivc /' Eriipcratr / " resounded 
from all parts, and his popularity among the troops has 
since rather increased than diminished. Nobody can deny 
that Bonaparte possesses a great presence of ramd. an un- 
daunted firmness, and a perfect knowledge of tne cnarac.cr 
°f the people over whom he reigns. Could but justice 
humanity be added to his other qualities — out. nmortu.-^-e-j 
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for my nation, I fear tint the answer of General Mortar 
to a remark of a fnend of mine on this subject is not pro- 
blematical "Had,* said this imperial fa\ ourite, “Napoleon 
Bonaparte been just and humane, he would neither have 
vanquished nor reigned’ 

AU these scenes occurred before Bonaparte, seated 
on a throne, received the homage, as a Sovereign, of one 
hundred and fift) thousand warriors, who now bowed as 
subjects, after having for years fought for liberty and 
equality, and sworn hatred to all monarchical institutions, 
and who hitherto had saluted and obeyed him onl> as the 
first among equals What an inconsistencj > The splendour 
and show that accompanied him everywhere, the pageantry 
and courtl) pomp that surrounded him and the decorattons 
of the stars and nbands of the Legion of Honour, which 
he distnbuted with bombastic speeches among troops — 
to whom those political impositions and social cajoleries 
were novelties — made such an impression upon them, that 
had a bridge been then fixed between Calais and Dour, 
brave as your countrymen are, I should have trembled for 
the liberty and independence of your country The heads 
and imagination of the soldiers, I know from the best 
authority, were then so exalted that though they mtght 
have been cut to pieces, they could never have been de 
fcated or routed I pity our children when I reflect that 
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their tranquillity and happiness 'will, perhaps, depend upon 
such a corrupt and unprincipled people of soldiers ; easy 
tools in the hands' of every impostor or mountebank. . 

The lively satisfaction which Bonaparte must have 
felt at the pinnacle of grandeur where fortune had placed 
him, was not, however, entirely unmixed with uneasiness 
and vexation. Except at Berlin, in all the other great 
Courts the Emperor of the French was still Monsieur 
Bonaparte; and your country, of the subjugation of which 
he had spoken with such lightness and such inconsidera- 
tion, instead of dreading, despised his boasts and defied 
his threats. Indeed, never before did the Cabinet of St. 
James’ more opportunely expose the reality of his impotency, 
the impertinence of his menaces, and the folly of his parade 
for the invasion of your country, than by declaring all the 
ports containing his invincible armada in a state of blockade. 
I have heard from an officer who witnessed his fury when 
in May, 1799, he was compelled to retreat from before 
St. Jean d’Acre, and who was by his side in the camp at 
Boulogne when a despatch informed him of ‘ this circum- 
stance, that it was nothing -compared to the violent rage 
into which' he flew upon reading it. For an hour afterwards 
not even his brother Joseph dared approach him; and -his 
passion got so far the better of his policy, that what might 
still have long been concealed from the troops was known 



6 4 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF 


uithm the e\emng to the whole camp He dictated to 
his secretary orders for his ministers at \ lenna, Berlin, 
Lisbon and Madrid, and coiiriers were sent away with 
them , but half an hour afterwards other couriers were des 
patched after them with other orders, which were revoked 
in their turn, when at last Joseph had succeeded m calming 
him a little. He passed, howe\er, the whole following night 
full dressed and agitated , lying down onl> for an instant, 
bu having alwa>s in his room Joseph and Duroc, and 
deliberating on a thousand methods of destroying the 
insolent islanders , all equally violent, but all equally mi 
practicable 

The next morning, when, as usual, he went to six 
the manoeuvres of his flotilla, and the embarkation and 
landing of his troops, he looked so pale that he almost 
excited pity \our cruisers, however, as if they had been 
informed of the situation of our hero approached unusually 
near, to evince, as it were, their contempt and dension 
He ordered instantly all the batteries to fire, and went 
himself to that which earned its shot farthest , but that 
moment six of your vessels, after taking down their sail 8 
cast anchors, with the greatest sangfroid , just without the 
reach of our shot In an unavailing anger he broke upon 
the spot six officers of artillery* 2nd pushed one, Captain 
dAblincourt, down the precipice under the batterv, where 
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he narrowly escaped breaking his neck as well as his legs; 
for which • injury he was compensated by being made an 
officer of the Legion of Honour. Bonaparte then con- 
voked upon the spot a council of his generals of artillery 

f 

and of the engineers, and, within an hour’s time, some guns 
and mortars of still heavier metal and greater calibre were 
carried up to replace the others ; but, fortunately for the 
generals, before a trial could be made of them the tide 
'changed, and your cruisers sailed. 

In returning to breakfast at General Soult’s, he observed 
the countenances of his soldiers rather inclined to laughter 
than to wrath; and he heard some jests, significant enough 
in the vocabulary of encampments, and which informed him 
that contempt was .not the sentiment with which your navy 
had inspired his troops. The occurrences of these two 
days hastened his departure from the coast for Aix-la- 
Cbapelle, where the cringing of his courtiers consoled him, 
in part, for the want of respect or gallantry in your English 
tars. 
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LETTER X 

Puu% August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — According to a genen! belief in our 
diplomatic circles, it was the Vustnan ambassador in 
France, Count Cobentzel, who principal!) influenced the* 
determination of Innas II to assume the hereditary title 
of Emperor of Austria, and to acknowledge Napoleon 
Emperor of the Trench 

Tean Philippe, Count de Cobentzel, enjoys, not onl\ in 
his own country, but through all Europe, a great reputation 
as a statesman, and has for a number of jears been 
employed bj his Court m the most intricate and delicate 
political transactions In 1790 he was sent to Brabant to 
treat with the Belgian insurgents, but the States of Brabant 
refusing to reccne him, he retired to Luxembourg, where 
he published a proclamation, m which Leopold II revoked 
all those edicts of hts predecessor, Joseph II , which had 
been the principal cause of the troubles, and re-established 
c\ ervthmg upon the simt footing as during the reign of 
Maria Theresa In 1791 he was appointed ambassador to 
the Court of Sl Petersburg where his conduct obtained 
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the approbation of his own Prince and of the Empress of 
Russia. 

In 1793 the Committee of Public Safety nominated 

the intriguer, Pc Semonville, ambassador to the Ottoman 

* 

Porte. His mission was to excite the Turks against Austria 
and Russia, and it became of great consequence to the 
two Imperial Courts to seU'c this incendiary of regicides. 
He was therefore stopped, on the 25th of July, in the 
village of Novate, near the lake of Chiavenne. A rumour 
was very prevalent at this time that some papers were 
found in De Sernonvilles portfolio implicating Count de 
Cobentrel as a correspondent with the revolutionary French 
generals. The continued confidence of his Sovereign con- 
tradicts, however, this inculpation, which seems to have 
been merely the invention of rivalry or jealousy. 

In October, 1795. Count de Cobent/el signed, in the name 
of the Emperor, a treaty with England and Russia ; and in 
1797 he was one of the Imperial plenipotentiaries sent to 
Udine to negotiate with Bonaparte, with whom, on the 
17th of October, he signed the Treaty of Campo Formio. 
In the same capacity he went afterwards to Rastadt, and 
when this congress broke up, he returned again as an 
ambassador to St. Petersburg. 

After the Peace of Luneville, when it required to have 
a man of experience and talents to oppose to our so deeply 

5—2 
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able minister, Talleyrand, the Cabinet of Vienna removed 
him from Russia to France, where, with all other repre 
sentatn es of pnnces, he has experienced more of the 
frowns and rebukes, than of the dignity and good grace, 
of our present Sovereign 

Count de Cobentzel’s foible is said to be a passion 
for women , and it is reported that our worth) minister, 
Talleyrand, has been kind enough to assist him frequently 
in his amours Some adventures of this sort, which occurred 
at Rastadt, afforded much amusement at the Count’s ex 
pense Talleyrand, from envy, no doubt, does not allow 
him the same political merit as his other political contem 
poraries, having frequently repeated, “that the official dinners 
of Count de Cobentzel were greatly preferable to his official 
notes ” 

So well pleased was Bonaparte with this ambassador 
when at Ai\ h Chapelle last year, that, os a singular 
favour, he permitted him, with the Marquis de Gallo (the 
Neapolitan minister and another plenipotentiary at Udine), 
to \istt the camps of his army of England on the coast 
It is true that this condescension was, perhaps, as much 
a boast, or a threat, as a compliment 

The famous diplomatic note of Talleyrand, which at 
Ai\ la Chapelle, proscribed cm masse all your diplomatic 
agents, was only a slight revenge of Bonaparte’s for your 
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mandate of blockade. Rumour states that this measure 
was not approved of by Talleyrand, as it would not exclude 
any of your ambassadors from those Courts not immediately 
under the whip of our Napoleon. For fear, however, of 
some more extravagant determination, Joseph Bonaparte 
dissuaded him from laying before his brother any objections 
or representations. “ But what absurdities do I not sign ! ” 
exclaimed the pliant minister. 

Bonaparte, on his arrival at Aix - la - Chapelle, found 
there, according to command, most of the members of the 
foreign diplomatic corps in France, waiting to present their 
new credentials to him as Emperor. Charlemagne had been 
saluted as such, in the same place, about one thousand 
years before ; an inducement for the modern Charlemagne 
to set all these ambassadors travelling some hundred miles, 
without any other object but to gratify his impertinent 
vanity. Every spot where Charlemagne had walked, sat, 
slept, talked, eaten or prayed, was visited by him with 
great ostentation ; always dragging behind him the foreign 
representatives, and by his side his wife. To a peasant 
who presented him a stone upon which Charlemagne was 
said to have once kneeled, he gave nearly half its weight 
in gold ; on a priest who offered him a srpall crucifix, 
before which that Prince was reported to have prayed, he 
bestowed an episcopal see; to a manufacturer he ordered 
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one thousand Iouis for a portrait of Charlemagne said to 
be drawn by his daughter, but which, in fact, was from the 
pencil of the daughter of the manufacturer , a German 
savant was made a member of the National Institute for 
an old diploma, supposed to have been signed b> Charle- 
magne, who many believe was not able to write and a 
German baron, Kngge, was registered in the Legion of 
Honour for a ring presented b> this Emperor to one of his 
ancestors, though his nobiht) is well known not to be of 
sixtj jears standing But woe to him who dared to suggest 
an) doubt about what Napoleon believed or seemed to be- 
lieve * A German professor, Richter, more a pedant than 
a courtier, and more sincere than wise, addressed a short 
memorial to Bonaparte, in which he proved, from his inti 
mac> with antiquitj, that most of the pretended relics of 
Charlemagne were impositions on the credulous , that the 
portrait was a drawing of this centur), the diploma written 
in the last, the crucifix manufactured within fift), and the 
nng, perhaps, within ten jears The night after Bonaparte 
had perused this memorial, a police commissar), accompanied 
bj four gendarmes, entertd the professors bedroom, forced 
him to dress, and ushered him into a covered cart, which 
earned him under escort to the left bank of the Rhine, 
where he was left with orders, under pam of death never 
more to enter the temtor) of the 1 rench empire This 
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expedition and summary justice silenced all other connois- 
seurs and antiquarians ; and relics of Charlemagne have 
since poured in, in such numbers, from all parts of France, 
Italy, Germany, and even Denmark, that we are here in 
hope to see one day established a museum Charlemagne, 
by the side of the museums Napoleon and Josephine. A 
ballad, written in monkish ' Latin, said to be sung by the 
daughters and maids of Charlemagne at his Court on great 
festivities, was addressed to Duroc by a Danish professor, 
Cranener, who in return was presented, on the part of 
Bonaparte, with a diamond ring worth twelve thousand 
livres — ,£500. This ballad may, perhaps, be the founda- 
tion of a future Bibliotheqice or Lyceum Charlemagne. 
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LETTER XI 

P\Rls, August, 1805 

Mv Lord, — On the arrival of her husband at Aixla 
Chapelle, Madame Napoleon had lost her monej b) gam 
bhng, without reco\enng her health b) using the baths and 
drinking the waters , she was, therefore, as poor as low 
spirited, and as ill tempered as dissatisfied Napoleon 
himself was neither much m humour to suppl) her present 
wants, provide for her extravagances, or to forgive her ill 
nature , he ascribed the metficacj of the waters to her 
excesses, and reproached her for too great condescension 
to man) paeons who presented themsches at her drawing 
room and in her circle, but who, from their rank in lift, 
were onl\ fit to be «=ecn as supplicants m her ante-chambers 
and as associates with her valets or chambermaids. 

The fact was that Madame X T apoIeon knew as wtll 
as her husband that these gentr> were not m their pbet 
m the compnn} of an Empress , but the) were her creditors, 
some of them e\cn Jews, and as long as she continued 
debtor to them she could not decenth • — or rather, die 
dared not — proenr them from being visitors to her II) 
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con fid ini; her situation to her old friend, Talleyrand, she 
was, however, soon released from those troublesome per 
sonngesv When the minister was informed of the ocrasion 
of the attendance of thc-o impertinent intimitis, he humbly 
proposed to 1'onnpmte not to pay their demands and their 
due. bm to make them e vamp’s s of were justice in 
transporting them to Cau-nne. as the only sure means to 
prevent, for the future, pt «*pl«- of tin* same ticniption from 
being familiar or audacious. 

When, thanks to Tallmund's inter fr fence, these /i/w/.V 
arrangements were Settled, Madame Napoleon reeovervd 
her health with her good-humour : and her husband, who 
had begun to forget the Knglish blockade, only tu think 
of the papal tuwUuic (dubbing), was more /. than ever. 
I am assured that, during the fortnight he continued with 
his wife at Aix-la-C'hapelle, he only shut her up or run 
fined her twice, kicked her three times, and abused her 
once a day. 

It was during their residence in that capital that 
Count de Segur at last completed the composition of their 
household, and laid before them the list of the ladies and 
gentlemen who had consented to put on their livery. This 
de Segur is a kind of amphibious animal, neither a royalist 
nor a republican, neither a democrat nor an aristocrat, but 
a disaffected subject under a king, a dangerous citizen of 
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a commonwealth, ridiculing both the friend of equality and 
the defender of prerogatives , no exact definition can be 
given, from his past conduct and avowed professions, of 
his real moral and political character One thing is onl) 
certain — he was an ungrateful traitor to Louis YVI, and 
is a submissive slave under Napoleon the First 

Though not of an ancient familj. Count de Segur 
was a nobleman by birth, and ranked among the ancient 
French nobility because one of his ancestors had been 
a field marshal Being earl) introduced at Court, he ac 
quired, with the common corruption, also the pleasing 
manners of a courtier, and by his assiduities about the 
ministers, Counts de Maurepas and de \ ergennes, he procured 
from the latter the place of an ambassador to the Court 
of St Petersburg With some reading and genius, but with 
more boasting and presumption, he classed himself among 
Trench men of letters, and was therefore as such received 
with distinction b> Catharine II, on whom, and on whose 
Government, he m return published a libel He was a 
valet under La ra)ette, m 1789, as he has since been under 
every succeeding king of faction The partisans of the 
Revolution pointed him out as a fit ambassador from 
Lcuvs WI ta the late King q€ Prussia, and he went in 
1791 to Berlin, in that capacity , but Ircdenck William II 
refused him admittance to his person, and after some 
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ineffectual intrigues with the illuminati and philosophers at 
Berlin, he returned to Paris as he left it ; provided, how- 
ever, with materials for another libel on the Prussian 
Monarch, and on the House of Brandenburgh, which he 
printed in 1796. Ruined by the Revolution which he had 
so much admired, he was imprisoned under Robespierre, 
and was near starving under the Directory, having nothing 
but his literary productions to subsist on. In 1799, 
Bonaparte made him a legislator, and in 1803, .a counsellor 
of state; a place which he resigned last year for that of a 
grand master of the ceremonies at the present Imperial 
Court. His ancient inveteracy against your country has 
made him a favourite with Bonaparte. The indelicate and 
scandalous attacks, in 1796 and 1797, against Lord Malmes- 
bury, in the then official journal, Le Rcdacteu r, were the 
offspring of his malignity and pen ; and the philippics 
and abusive notes in our present official Moniteur^ against 
your government and country, are frequently his patriotic 
progeny, or rather, he often shares with Talleyrand and 
Hauterive their paternity. 

The Revolution has not made Count de Segur more 
happy with regard to his family, than in his circumstances, 
which, notwithstanding his brilliant grand - mastership, are 
far from being affluent. His amiable wife died of terror, 
and broken-hearted from the sufferings she had experienced, 
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and the atrocities she had witnessed , and when he had 
enticed his eldest son to accept the place of a sub-prefect 
under Bonaparte, his y oungest son, who never approved 
our present regeneration, challenged his brother to fight, 
and, after killing him in a duel, destroyed himself Count 
de Segur is therefore, at present, neither a husband nor a 
father, but only a grand master of ceremonies 1 W hat an 
indemnification f 

Madame Napoleon and her husband are both cer 
tainly under much obligation to this nobleman for his cart 
to procure them comparatively decent persons to decorate 
their Icvdes and drawingrooms, who, though they have no 
claim either to morality or virtue, either to honour or 
chastity, are undoubtedly a great acquisition at the Court 
of St Cloud because none of them has either been accused 
of murder, or conv icted of plunder , w htch is the case with 
some of the ministers, and most of the generals, senators 
and counsellors It is true that they ire a mixture of 
beggared nobles and enriched valets, of married courtesans 
and divorced wives, but, for all that, they can with justict 
demand the places of honour of all other Imperial courtiers 
of both sexes. 

When Bonaparte had read over the names of these 
( ourt recruits, engaged and enlisted by dc Segur, he said, 
•Well, this lumber must do until we can exchange it for 
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better furniture.” At that time, young Count d’Arberg (of 
a German family, on the right bank . of the Rhine), but 
whose mother is one of Madame Bonaparte’s maids-of-' 
honour, was travelling for him in Germany and in Prussia, 
where, among other negotiations, he was charged to procure 
some persons of both sexes, of the most ancient nobility, 
to augment Napoleon’s suite, and to figure in his livery. 
More individuals presented themselves for this honour than 
he wanted, but they were all without education, and without 
address : ignorant of the world as of books ; not speaking 
well their own language, much less understanding French 
or Italian ; vain of their birth, but not ashamed of their 
ignorance, and as proud as poor. This project was there- 
fore relinquished for the present; but a number of the 
children of the principal ci-devant German nobles, who, by 
the Treaty of Luneville and Ratisbon, had become subjects 
of Bonaparte, were, by the advice of Talleyrand, offered 
places in French Prytanees, where the Emperor promised 
to take care of their future advancement. Madame Bona- 
parte, at the same time, selected twenty-five young girls 
of the same families, whom she also offered to educate 
at her expense. Their parents understood too well the 
meaning of these generous offei-s to dare decline their 
acceptance. These children are the plants of . the Imperial 
nursery, intended to produce future pages, chamberlains, 
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equemes, maids of honour and ladies in waiting, who for 
ancestry may bid defiance to all their equals of every Court 
in Christendom This act of beneiolence , as it was called in 
some German papers, is also an indirect chastisement of 
the refractory French nobility, who either demanded too 
high prices for their degradation, or abruptl) refused to 
disgrace the names of their forefathers 
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LETTER XII 

Paris, August \ 1805. 

My Lord, — Bonaparte has been as profuse in his 

« 

disposal of the imperial diadem of Germany, as in his 
promises of the papal tiara of Rome. The Houses of 
Austria and Brandenburgh, the Electors of Bavaria and 
Baden, have by turns been cajoled into a belief of his 
exclusive support towards obtaining it at the first vacancy. 
Those, however, who have paid attention to his machina- 
tions, and studied his actions ; who remember his pedantic 
affectation of being considered a modern, or rather a second 
Charlemagne; and who have traced his steps through the 
labyrinth of folly and wickedness, of meanness and greatness, 
of art, corruption and policy, which have seated him on 
his present throne, can entertain little doubt but that he 
is seriously bent on seizing and adding the sceptre of 
Germany to the crowns of France and Italy. 

During his stay last autumn at Mentz, all those German 
Electors who had spirit and dignity enough to refuse to 
attend on him there in person, were obliged to send 
extraordinary ambassadors to wait on him, and to compli- 
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ment him on their part Though hardly one comer of the 
\£il that cohered the intrigues going forward there is )et 
lifted up, enough is already seen to warn Europe and 
alarm the world The secret treaties he concluded there 

with most of the petty Pnnces of German), against the 
Chief of the German empire (which not onl> entirel) 
detached them from their countr) and its legitimate 
Sovereign, but made their individual interests hostile and 
totally opposite to that of the German commonwealth, 
transforming them also from independent princes into 
vassals of France), both direct!) increased his alrcad) 
gigantic power, and indirectl) encouraged him to ettend it 
be)ond what his most sanguine expectation had induced 
him to hope I do not make this assertion from a mere 
supposition m consequence of ulterior occurrences At a 
supper with Madame Talle)rand last March, I heard her 
husband, in a ga), unguarded, or perhaps premeditated 
moment, say, when mentioning lus proposed joume) to 
Ital), “ I prepared m)self to pass the Alps last October at 
Mentz The first ground stone of the throne of Ital) was 
strange as it ma> seem, laid on the banks of the Rhine 
with such an extensive foundation, it must be difficult to 
shake, and impossible to overturn it' Wc were, m the 
whole, twent) five persons at table when he spoke thus, 
many of whom, he well knew, were intimatcl) acquainted 
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both with the Austrian and Prussian ambassadors, who. 
by-the-by, both on the next day sent couriers to their 
respective Courts. 

The Trench Revolution is neither seen in Germany in 
that dangerous’ light which might naturally be expected 
from the sufferings in which it lias involved both princes 
and subjects ; nor are its future effects dreaded from its 
past enormities. The cause of this impolitic and anti- 
patriotic apathy is to be looked for in the palaces of 
sovereigns, and not in the dwellings of their people. There 
exists hardly a single German prince whose ministers, 
courtiers and counsellors are not numbered, and have long 
been notorious among the anti-social conspirators, the Illu- 
minati : most of them are knave? of abilities, who have 
usurped the -easy direction of ignorance, or forced them- 
selves as guides on weakness or foil)', which bow to their 
charlatanism as if it was sublimity, and hail their sophistry 
and imposture as inspiration. 

Among princes thus encompassed, the Elector of 

Bavaria must be allowed the first place. A younger brother 

of a younger branch, and a colonel in the service of Louis 

XVI., he neither acquired by' education, nor inherited from 

nature, any talent to reign, nor possessed any one quality 

that fitted him for a higher situation than the head of a 

regiment or a lady’s drawing-room. He made himself 
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justly suspected of a moral corruption, as well as of a 
natural incapacity, when he announced his approbation of 
the Revolution against his benefactor, the late King of 
France, who, besides a regiment, had also given him a 
> early pension of one hundred thousand hvres — £4 000 
Immediately after his unexpected accession to the Electorate 
of Havana, he concluded a subsidiary treat) with your 
country, and his troops were ordered to combat rebellion 
under the standard of Austrian lo)alt) For some months 
it was believed that the Elector washed by his conduct to 
obliterate the memor) of the errors, vices and principles of 
the Duke of Deux Ionts (his former title) But placing all 
his confidence m a political adventurer and revolutionary 
fanatic, Montgelas, without cither consistency or firmness 
without being either bent upon information or anxtoii' 
about popularity, he threw the whole burden of state on 
the shoulders of this dangerous man, who soon showed 
the world that his master, by his first treaties intended 
only to pocket your money without serving your cause or 
interest 

J his Montgelas is, on account of his cunning and Ion* 
standing among them worshipped by the gang of German 
Illuminati as an idol rather than rotted as an apostle IK 
is their Baal before whom they hope to oblige all nation' 
upon earth to prostrate themselves as soon as infidelity 
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has entirely banished Christianity ; for the Illuminati do 
not expect to reign till the last Christian is buried under 
the rubbish of the last altar of Christ. It is not the fault 
of Montgelas if such an event has not already occurred in 
the Electorate of Bavaria. 

Within six months after the Treaty of Luneville, 
Montgelas began in that country his political and religions 
innovations. The nobility and the clergy were equally 
attacked ; the privileges of the former were invaded, and 
the property of the latter confiscated ; and had not his 
zeal carried him too far, so as to alarm our new nobles, 
our new men of property, and new Christians, it is very 
probable that Atheism would have already, without opposi- 
tion, reared its head in the midst of Germany, and 
proclaimed there the rights of man, and the code of 
liberty and equality. 

The inhabitants of Bavaria are, as you know, all 
Roman Catholics, and the most superstitious and ignorant 
Catholics of Germany. The step is but short from super- 
stition to infidelity ; and ignorance has furnished in France 
more sectaries of Atheism than perversity. The Illuminati, 
brothers and frie?ids of Montgelas, have not been idle in 
that country. Their writings have perverted those who 
had no opportunity to hear their speeches, or to witness 

their example ; and I am assured by Count de Beust, 

. 6 — 2 
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"ho travelled in Bavaria last }ear, that their progress 
among the low er classes is astonishing considering the 
short period these emissaries have lal anted To anyone 
looking on the map of the Continent, and acquainted with 
the spirit of our times, this impious focus of illumination 
must be ominous 

Among the members of the foreign diplomatic corps 
there exists not the least doubt but that this Montgehs, as 
well as Bonaparte s minister at Munich Otto was acquainted 
with the treacherous part Mthee de la louche plajed against 
jour minister, Drake and that it was planned between 
him and Talleyrand as the surest means to break off all 
political connections between jour countr) and Havana 
Mr Drake was personall) liked bj the Fleeter, and was not 
inattentive either to the plans and views of Montgehs or to 
the intrigues of Otto Ihcj were, therefore, both doubl) 
interested to remove such a troublesome witness 

M de Montgclas is now a grand oflicer of Bonaparte s 
Ix.gion of Honour and he is one of the few forti-,nen» 
nominated the most tor tin of such a distinction In 
1 ranee he would have been an acquisition either to tin 
factions of a Marat, of a IJnssot or of a hobe«pierrt , and 
the CiOddess of heason as well as the (»od of the Ihcophit 
anthropists might have liecn sure of counting him amor., 
their adorers At the clubs of the Jacobins o r Cordeliers 
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in the fraternal societies, or in a revolutionary tribunal ; 
in the Committee of Public Safety, or in the council 
chamber of the Directory, he would equally have mad'e 
himself notorious and been equally in his place. A 
stoic sans-culotte under Du Clots, a staunch republican 
under Robespierre, he would now have been the most 
pliant and brilliant courtier of Bonaparte. 
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letter XIII 

P\kis, August, 1S05 

M\ Lord, — No Queen of Trance eier saw so man} 
foreign pnnces and princesses in her drawingrooms as the 
first Empress of the Trench did last ) ear at Mentz; and no 
sovereign was e\er before so well paid, or accepted with 
less difficult) donations and presents for her gncious 
protection Madame Napoleon herself, on her return to 
this capital last October, boasted that she was ten millions 
of lines — ,£420,000 — richer in diamonds , two millions of 
lures— ,£62,000 — richer in pearls, and three millions of hue. 

£125,000— richer in plate and china, than in the June 
before, when she quitted it She acknowledged that she 
left behind* her some creditors and some mono) at An « 
Chapelle, but at Mentz she did not want to borrow, nor 
hid time to gamble. I'ht galhnt ultra Romans provided 
e\er\ thing. t\en to the utmost extent of her wishes , and 
slit, on her part, could not but honour tho-e with htr 
compan) as much as possible. particular!) as the) required 
> 0 thing else for thur ctuhtics Such was the Empress 
expression to her lad) in waiting, the handsome Madame 
Vran, with whom no confidence, no talc, no stor) ami n, > 
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scandal cxnires: and who was in a great luiriv to inform, 
the same evening, the tea party at Madame tie Beauvais’ 
of this good news, complaining at the same time of not 
having had the least share in this rich harvest. 

Nowhere, indeed, were bribery and corruption earned to 
n greater extent, or practised with mote effrontery, than at 
Menu. Madame Napoleon had as much her fixed price for 
every favourable word she spoke, as Talleyrand had for eveiy 
line he wrote. Even the attendants of the fosmer, and t ho 
clerks of tlie latter, demanded, or rather extorted, doneetits 
from the exhausted and almost ruined t human petitioners; 
who in the end were rewarded for all their meanness and 
for all their expenses with promise- at best ; as the new 
plan of supplementary indemnities was, on the very day 
proposed for its final arrangement, postponed by the desire 
of the Emperor of the French, until further orders. This 
provoking delay could no more he foreseen bv the Empress' 
than by the minister, who, in return for their presents and 
money almost overpowered the German Princes* with his pro- 
testations of regret at their disappointments. Nor was Madame 
Bonaparte less sorry or less civil. She sent her chamberlain, 
Daubusson la Keuillad, with regular compliments of condo- 
lence to every Prince who had enjoyed her protection. They 
returned to their homes, therefore, if not wealthier, at least 
happier; flattered by assurances and condescensions, confiding 
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in hope is in certainties Within three months, however it 
is supposed that they would willingly have disposed both <f 
promises and expectations at a loss of fifty per cent 

B) the cupidity and selfishness of these and other 
German Princes and their want of patriotism, Talleyrand 
was become perfectly acquainted with the value and produc 
tion of ever) pnncipabt), bishopric, count), abbc), baronv 
convent and even village in the German empire, and though 
most national property in Prance was disposed of at ont 
or two )ears purchase he required five) ears’ purchase mom.' 
for all the estates and lands on the other side of the Rhtni 
of which, under the name of indemnities, he stopped the 
lawful owners to gratif) the ambition or avidity of intruders 
This high pnee has cooled the claims of the bidders and 
the plan of the supplemental indemnities is still suspended, 
and probabl) will continue so until our minister lowers hi 
terms A combination is supposed to have been entered 
into by the chief demanders of indemnities, b) which the) 
have bound themselves to resist all farther extortions. fhev 
do not however know the man they have to deal with 
he will perhaps find out some to h) claim to their own 
private and hereditary property whom he will product and 
support and who certainly will have the same n„ht to pd|a , 
them as they had to the spoils of others. 

It was reported m our fashionable circles last au nn » 
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and smiled at by Talleyrand, that he promised the Countess • 

de L an abbey, and the Baroness de S z a convent, 

for certain personal favours, and that he offered a bishopric 

to the Princess of H on the same terms, but this lady 

answered, “ that she would think of his offers after he had 
put her husband in possession of the bishopric.” It is not 
necessary to observe that both the Countess and the 
Baroness are yet waiting to enjoy his liberal donations, 
and to be indemnified for their prostitution. 

Napoleon Bonaparte was attacked by a fit of jealousy at 
Mentz. The young nephew of the Elector Arch-Chancellor, 

Count de L ge, was very assiduous about the Empress, 

who, herself, at first mistook the motive. Her confidential 
secretary, Deschamps, however, afterwards informed her 
that this nobleman wanted to purchase the place of a co- 
adjutor to his uncle, so as to be certain of succeeding him. 
He obtained, therefore, several private audiences, no doubt 
to regulate the price, when Napoleon put a stop to this 
secret negotiation by having the Count carried by gen- 
darmes, with great poiitc7iess, to the other side of the 
Rhine. When convinced of his error, Bonaparte asked his • 
wife what sum had -been promised for her protection , and 
immediately gave her an order on his minister of the 
treasury (Marbois) for the amount. This was an act of 
justice, and a reparation worthy of a good and tender hus- 
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band, but vhen, the verj next da), he recalled this order, 
threw it into the fire before her e)es and confined her 
for six hours in her bedroom, because she was not dressed 
in time to take a walk with him on the ramparts, one 
is apt to believe that militar) despotism has erased from 
his bosom all connubial affection, and that a momcntar) 
effusion of kindness and generosit) can but little alleviate 
the frequent pangs caused b) repeated insults and oppres 
ston Fortunatel), Madame Napoleon s disposition is proof 
against rudeness as well as against brutaht) If what her 
friend and consoler, Madame Deluca) reports of her is not 
exaggerated, her tranquilltt) is not much disturbed nor her 
happiness affected b> these explosions of passionate authontv, 
and she prefers admiring in undisturbed solitude, her dia 
mond box to the most beautiful prospects in the most 
agreeable eompanj and she inspects with more pkasurt 
in eonfinement her rich wardrobe her beautiful china and 
her heat) plate, than she would find satisfaction sur 
rounded with crowds, in contemplating Nature, even in ll< 
utmost perfection * The paradise of Madame Nipolton ” 
sa) s her friend ‘ must be of metal, and lighted b) the 
lustre of brilliants else she would deeline it for a hell and 
accept / ucifef ftmrst 1C for a spou<e, prouded gold m fh>»nl 
in his infernal domains though she were even to I*- 
scorched b) its heat 
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LETTER XIV 

Paris, .-/ wp / sf , 1805. 

My Lord, — I believe that I have mentioned to you, 
when in England, that I was an old acquaintance of Madame 
Napoleon, and a visitor at the house of her first husband. 
When introduced to her after some years’ absence, during 
which fortune had treated us very differently, she received 
me with more civility than I was prepared to expect, and 
would, perhaps, have spoken to me more than she did, 
had not a look of her husband silenced her. Madame 
Louis Bonaparte was still more condescending, and recalled 
to my memory what I had not forgotten — how often she 
had been seated, when a child, on my lap, and played on 
my knees with her doll. Thus they behaved to me when 
I saw them for the first time in their present elevation ; 
I found them afterwards, in their drawing-rooms or at their 
routs and parties, more shy and distant. This change did 
not much surprise me, as I hardly knew anyone that had 
the slightest pretension to their acquaintance who had not 
troubled them for employment or borrowed their money, at 
the same time that they complained of their neglect and 
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their breach of promises I continued, however, as much 
as etiquette and decencj required, assiduous, but nevtr 
familiar if the} addressed me, I answered with respect 
but not with servility if not, I bowed in silence when 
the} passed The} might easily perceive that I did not 
intend to become an intruder, nor to make the remem 
brance of what was past an apolog} or a reason for 
appl}ing for present favours V hd\, on intimate terms 
with Madame Napoleon, and once our common friend in 
formed me, shortl} after the untimely end of the lamented 
Duke of Enghien, that she lnd been asked whether she 
knew an}thing that could be done for me, or whether 1 
would not be flattered by obtaining a place m the I egis 
latne Bod> or in the Iribunate 5 I answered as I thought 
that were I fit for a public life nothing could be more 
agreeable or suit me better but, basing hitherto declined 
all ernpIo>ments that might restrain that independence to 
which I had accustomed m}self from m> south, I was now 
too old to enter upon a new career I added that, though 
the Revolution had reduced nn circumstances, it had no’ 
entirely trained me I was still independent, because nn 
means were the boundaries of m} wants 

\ week after this conversation General Murat, the 
governor of this npitil and Bonaparcs /nitrite brother 
m law, invited me to a conversation m a note delivered to 
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me by an .aide-de-camp, who told me that he was ordered 
to wait for my company, or, which was the same, he 
had orders not "to lose sight of me, as I was his prisoner. 
Having nothing with which to reproach myself, and all my 
written remarks being deposited with a friend, whom none 
of the Imperial functionaries could suspect, I entered a 
hackney coach without any fear or apprehension ; and we 
drove to the governor’s hotel. 

From the manner in which General Murat addressed 
me, I was soon convinced that if I had been accused of 
any error or indiscretion, the accusation could not be very 
grave in his eyes. 'He entered with me into his closet, 
and enquired whether I had any enemies at the police 
office ? I told him not to my knowledge . — “ Is the police 
minister and senator, Fouche, your friend ? ” continued he. 

- — •“ Fouche,” said I, “ has bought an estate that formerly 
belonged to me ; may he enjoy it with the same peace of 
mind as I have lost it. I have never spoken to him in 
iny life.” — “ Have you not complained at Madame de la 
Force’s of the execution of the ci-devant Duke of Enghien, 
and • agreed with the other members of her coterie to put 
on mourning for him ? ” — “ I have never been at the house 
of that lady since the death of the Prince, nor more than 
once in my life.” — “Where did you pass the evening last 
Saturday ? ” — “ At the hotel, and in the assembly of Princess 
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louis Bonaparte — 1 Did she sec you? — **I believe tint 
she did, because she returned my salute — "\ou hive known 
her Imperial Highness a long time * — “ I rdm hey infancy 
— * Well, I congratulate you \ou have in her a generous 
protectress But for her you would now Iiave been on the 
vva> to Cayenne Here you see tlie list of persons eon 
demned yesterday, upon the report of louche, to transporta 
tion \our name is at the head of them \ou were not 
only accused of being an agent of the Bourbons, but of 
having intrigued to become a member of the legislature 
or of the Iribunate that vou mi e hl have so much the 
better opportunity to serve them lortunately for you the 
I mperor remembered that the 1 niu.es* I ouis had demanded 
such a favour for you and he informed her of the character 
of her frotet, 1 his brought forward your innocence Ik. 
cause it was discovered tint instead of asking for, you had 
declined the offer she had made you through the I mpres 
Write the 1 r me ess a letter of thanks \ou have indeed 
had a narrow esiajH. but it has been so far useful to you 
that t ov eminent is now aware of your having some secret 
enemy in power who is not delicate about the n cans of 
injuring you 

In quitting ( eiieral Murat I t ould nol help dcploruv 
the fate of a despot even while I abhorred his immlurd 
power Hit tut cs the vomplamts, and re| roaches f>r i’l 
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the crimes, all the violence, all the oppression perpetrated 

in his name, are entirely thrown upon him ; while his 

situation and occupation do not admit the seeing and 

hearing everything and everybody himself. He is often 

forced, therefore, to judge according to the report of an 

impostor; to sanction with his name the hatred, malignity 

or vengeance of culpable individuals ; and to sacrifice inno- 

* * 

cence to gratify the vile passions of his vilest slave. I have 
not' so bad an opinion of Bonaparte as to think him capable 
of wilfully condemning any person to death or transportation, 
of whose innocence he was convinced, provided that person 
stood not in the way of his interest and ambition ; but 
suspicion and tyranny are inseparable companions, and in- 
justice their common progeny. The unfortunate beings on 
the long list General Murat showed me were, I dare say, 
most of them as innocent as myself, and all certainly con- 
demned unheard. But suppose, even, that they had been 
indiscreet enough to put on mourning for a prince of the 
blood of their former kings, did their imprudence deserve 
the same punishment as the deed of the robber, the forger or 
the housebreaker ? and, indeed, it was more severe than what 
our laws inflict on such criminals, who are only condemned 
to transportation . for some few years, after a public trial and 
conviction ; while the exile of these unconvicted, untried, 
and most probably innocent persons is continued for life, 
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on charges as unknown to themselves as their destiny and 
residence remain to their families and friends Happ> 
England * where no one is condemned unheard, and no 
one dares attempt to make the laws subsen icnt to his 
passions or caprice 

As to I ouches enmity, at which General Murat so 
plainly hinted* I had long apprehended it from what others, 
in similar circumstances with myself, had suffered lie has 
since the Resolution, bought no less than sixteen national 
estates, seven of the former proprietors of winch hast 
suddenly disappeared since his ministry probabl) in the 
manner he intended to rcmo\e me I his man is one of 
the most immoral characters the Revolution has dragged 
forward from obscurity It is more diflicult to mentton a 
crime that he has not perpetrated than to discover a good 
or just action that he ever performed He is so notorious a 
Milam that even the infamous National Convention expelled 
him from its bosom, and since his ministry no man has been 
found base enough, in my debased country, to extenuate 
much less to defend, his past enormities In a nation so 
greatly corrupted and immoral this alone is more than 
negative evidence 

As a friar before the Revolution be bn !, in 

h»s correspondence with the National Convention, tint he 
never believed in a God and as one of (he first puhh 
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functionaries of a Republic he .has officially denial the 
existence of virtue. lie is, therefore, as unmoved by tears 
as by reproaches, and as inaccessible to remorse as hardened 
against repentance. With him interest and bribes are every- 
thing, and honour and honesty nothing. * The supplicant or 
the pleader who appears before him with no other support 
than the justice of his cause is fortunate indeed if, after 
being cast, he is not also confined or ruined, and perhaps 
both : while a line from one of the Bonapnrtcs, or a purse 
of gold, changes black to white, guilt to innocence, removes 
the scaffold waiting for the assassin, and extinguishes the 
faggots lighted for the parricide. His authority is so ex- 
tensive, that on the least signal, with one blow, from the 
extremities of France to her centre, it crushes the cot and 
the palace : and his decisions, against which there is no 
appeal, are so destructive that they never leave any traces 
behind them, and Bonaparte, Bonaparte alone, can prevent 
or arrest their effect. 

Though a traitor to his former benefactor, the ex- 
Director Barras, he possesses now the unlimited confidence 
of Napoleon Bonaparte, and, as far as is known, has not 
yet done anything . to forfeit it ; if private acts of cruelty 
cannot, in the agent of a tyrant, be called breach of trust 
or infidelity. He shares with Talleyrand the fraternity of 
the vigilant, immoral and tormenting secret police ; and 
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with Real and Dubois, the prefect of police, the repro- 
duction, or nther the invention, of new tortures and 1m 
proved neks , the oubliettes , which are wells or pits dug 
under the Temple and most other prisons, are the works 
of his own infernal genius The} are covered with trap- 
doors, and an} person whom the rack his mutilated, or not 
obliged to speak, out , whose return to societ) is thought 
dangerous, or whose discretion is suspected , who has been 
imprisoned by mistake, or discovered to be innocent, who 
is disagreeable to the Bonapartes, their favourites, or the 
mistresses of their favourites, who has displeased Touche, 
or offended some other placeman , an> who have refused 
to part with their propert) for the recover} of their hbcrtj, 
are all precipitated into these artificial ibjsses —there to le 
forgotten or worse, to be starved to death, if the} Imt 
not been fortunate enough to break their necks and l»c 
killed by the fill 

The propert} I ouche his acquired b) his robbeno 
within the^e last twelve >ears is at the lowest rate valuid 
at fiftj millions of hvres — .£2,100,000 — which must 
jcarlj , as a man who disposes of the Iibert) of fiftj 
millions of people is also, in a great part, master of their 
wealth Txccpt the chief*, of the governments and their 
officers of state, there exists not an inhabitant of lrai». 
Italy, Holland or Switzerland who can consider himself 
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secure -for an instant of not being seized, imprisoned, 
plundered, tortured or exterminated by the orders of 
Fouchd and by the hands of his agents. 

You will, no doubt, exclaim, “How can Bonaparte em- 
ploy, how dares he confide, in such a man ?” Fouche is 
as able as unprincipled, and, with the most unfeeling and 
perverse heart, possesses great talents. There is no infamy 
he will not sto.op to, and no crime, however execrable, that 
he will hesitate to commit, if his Sovereign orders it. He 
is, therefore, a most useful instrument in the hand of a 
despot who, notwithstanding what is said to the contrary 
'in France,' and believed abroad, would cease to rule the 
day he became just, and the reign of laws and of 
humanity banished terror and tyranny. 

It is reported that some person, pious or revengeful, 
presented some time ago to the devout mother of Napoleon 
a long memorial containing some particulars of the crimes 
and vices -of Fouche and Talleyrand, and required of her, 
if she wished to prevent the curses of Heaven from falling 
on her son, to inform him of them, that he might cease to 
employ men so unworthy of him, and so repugnant to a 
Divinity. . Napoleon, after reading through the memorial, 
is stated to have answered his mother, who was always 
pressing him to dismiss these -ministers : “ The memorial, 

Madam, contains nothing of what J was not previously 

7—2 
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informed Louis \VI did not select an) but those whom 
he hought the most virtuous and moral of men for his 
ministers and counsellors , and where did their virtues and 
morality bring him * If the writer of the memorial will 
mention two honest and irreproachable characters, with 
equal talents and zeal to sene me, neither Touche nor 
Talleyrand shall again be admitted into m) presence’ 
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LETTER XV 

Paris, August, 1805. 

My Lord, — You have with some reason in England 
complained of the conduct of the members of the foreign 
diplomatic corps in France, when the pretended corre- 
spondence between Mr. Drake and Mehee de la Touche 
was published in our official gazette. Had you, however, 
like myself, been in a situation to study the characters 
and appreciate the worth of most of them, this conduct 
would have excited no surprise ; and pity would have taken 
the place both of accusation and reproach. Hardly one of 
them, except Count Philippe de Cobentzel, the Austrian 
ambassador (and even he is considerably involved), possesses 
any property, or has anything else but his salary to depend 
upon for subsistence. The least offence to Bonaparte or 
Talleyrand would instantly deprive them of their places ; 
and, unless they were fortunate enough to obtain some 
other appointment, reduce them to live in obscurity, and 
perhaps in want, upon a trifling pension in their own 
country. 

The day before Mr. Drake’s correspondence appeared 
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in the Jlfomfei/r, m March, 1804, Talleyrand gave a grand 
diplomatic dinner, m the midst of which, as was previously 
agreed with Bonaparte, Duroc called him out on the part 
of the First Consul After an absence of near an hour, 
which excited great cunositj and some alarm amon»' the 
diplomatists, he returned \erj thoughtful and seeming*!) \er) 
low spirited “Excuse me, gentlemen," said he, “I have 
been impolite against mj inclination The Tirst Consul 
knew that jou honoured me with >our company to-day, 
and would therefore not hate interrupted me b) his orders 
had not a discover) of a most extraordinary nature against 
the law of nations ;ust been made, a discover) which 
calls for the immediate indignation against the Cabinet of 
St James’, not onl) of 1 ranee, but of evety nation that 
wishes for the preservation of civilized socict) After 
dinner I shall do ni)self the honour of communicating to 
)ou the particulars, well convinced that >ou will all enter 
with warmth into the just resentment of the I*irst Consul" 
During the repast the bottle went freel) round, and as soon 
as the) liad drunk their coffee and liqueurs, Talleyrand rang 
a bell, and Haiiicmc presented himself with a large bundfc 
of papers 1 lie pretended original letters of Mr Drake 
were handed about with the* commenting of the intruder 
ami his se-eretar) Ilieir heads heated with wine, it was 
not difhcull lo inline rat* their minds, or to urn'ml their 
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judgment, and they exclaimed, as in a chorus, “ C’est abomi- 
nable ! Cela fait fremir J ” Talleyrand took advantage of 
their situation, as well as of their indiscretion. “ I am 
glad/ gentlemen,” said he, “and shall not fail to inform 
the First Consul of your unanimous sentiments ' on this 
disagreeable subject ; but verbal expressions are not suffi- 
cient in an affair of such great consequence. I have orders 
to demand your written declarations, which, after what you 
have already expressed, you cannot hesitate about sending 
to me to-night, that they may . accompany the denunciation 
which the First Consul despatches, within some few hours, 
to all the Courts on the Continent. You would much 
please the First Consul were you to write as near as 
possible according to the formula which my secretary has 
drawn up. It states nothing either against convenance , or 
against the customs of Sovereigns, or etiquettes of Courts, 
and I am certain is also perfectly congenial with your 
individual feelings.” A silence of some moments now 
followed (as all the diplomatists were rather taken by sur- 
prise with regard to a written declaration), which the 
Swedish ambassador, Baron Ehrensward, interrupted by 
saying that, “ though he . personally might have no objection 
to sign , such a declaration, he must demand some time to 
•consider whether he had a right to write in the name of 
his Sovereign, without his orders, on a subject still unknown 
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have left him without a fortune When he came here, in 
June, 1797, from Spain, he brought a mistress with him, 
and several children he had had by her during his rest 
dence in that country He also kept an English mistress 
some thirty years ago in London, by whom he had a son 
M Guillaumeau, who is now his sccretarj Thus encum 
bered, and thus situated, at the age of seventy, it is no 
surprise if he strives to die at his post, and that fear to 
offend Bonaparte and Tallejrand sometimes gets the better 
of his prudence 

In Denmark, as well as in all other Continental States 
the pensions of diplomatic invalids are more scanty than 
those of mihtar) ones and total!) insufficient for a nun 
who, during half a centurj near!), his accustomed hrmsjf 
to a certain style of lift and to expenses requisite to repre- 
sent his Prince with dignity No wonder, therefore, that 
Baron <le Drc)cr prefers Paris to Copenhagen, and that the 
cunning Talleyrand takes advantage of this preference 

It was reported here among our foreign diplomat!* s 
that the I nghsh minister m Denmark complained of the 
contents of Baron dc Drcjers note concerning Mr Drake* 
correspondence and that the Danish prime minuter, < o nt 
dt Bernsforf, wrote fa him tn consequence, It) th t orthr ft 
the Prince Royal, a stvert reprimand lhis art of j>o!ttical 
justice is, however, denied by him under pretence tlut t!** 
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Cabinet of Copenhagen has laid it down as an invariable 
rule, never to reprimand, but always to displace those of 
its agents with whom it has reason to be discontented. 
Should this be the case, no Sovereign in Europe is better 
served by his representatives than his Danish Majesty, 
because no one seldomer changes or removes them. 

While I am speaking of diplomatists, I cannot forbear 
giving you a short sketch of one whose weight in the 
scale of politics entitles him . to particular notice : I mean 
the Count de Haugwitz, insidiously complimented by 
Talleyrand with the title of “ The Prince of Neutrality, 
the Sully of Prussia.” Christian Henry Curce, Count de 
Haugwitz, who, until lately, has been the chief director of 
the .political conscience of his Prussian Majesty, as his 
minister of the foreign department, was born in Silesia, 
and is the son of *a nobleman who was a General in the 
Austrian service when Frederick the Great made the con- 
quest of that country. At the death of this King, in 1786, 
Count de Haugwitz occupied an inferior place in the 
foreign office, where Count de Hertzberg observed his 
zeal and assiduity, and recommended him to the notice of 
the .late King Frederick William II. ' By the interest of 
the celebrated Bishopswerder, he procured, in 1792, the 
appointment of an ambassador to the Court of Vienna, 
where he succeeded Baron de Jacobi, the present Prussian 
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minister m your country In the autumn of the same year 
he went to Ratisbon, to co-opente with the Austmn 
ambassador, and to persuade the Princes of the German 
empire to join the coalition against Trance In the month 
of March, 1794, he was sent to the Hague, where he 
negotiated with Lord Malmesbury concerning the affairs of 
t Trance , shortly afterwards, his nomination as a minister of 
state took place, and from that time Ins political sentiments 
seem to have undergone a revolution, for which it is not 
easy to account , but, whatever were the causes of hr* 
change of opinions, the Treaty of Basic, concluded between 
Trance and Prussia in 1795, was certainly negotiated under 
his auspices , and in August 1796, he signed with the 
Trench minister at Berlin, Citi2en Caillard, the first and 
famous Treat) of Neutrality and a Prussian cordon «i> 
accordingly drawn, to cause the ncutraht) of the \orth to 
be observed and protected Had the Count dc Haugwit/ 
of 1795 been the same as the Count de Haugwit/ of 
1792, it is probable we should no longer have heard of 
cither a 1 ruich republic or a I reach empire , but a legu 
mate monarch of the kingdom of h ranee would h*\t 
ensured that security to all other legitimate $>o\cTitf.n% d 
want of wtucH they themselves or their chi’dren will f H 
and mourn in vain as long as unlimited ttjurjuo » 
tyrannize over my wrctilicd country It n to l>c loped. 
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however, that the good sense of the Count will point out 
to him, before it is too late, the impolicy of his present 
connections : and that he will use his interest with his 
Prince to persuade him to adopt a line of conduct suited 
to the grandeur and dignity of the Prussian monarchy, and 
favourable to the independence of insulted Europe. 

When his present Prussian Majesty succeeded to the 
throne, Count de Haugwitz continued in office, with increased 
influence : but he some time since resigned, in consequence, 
it is said, of a difference of opinion with the other Prussian 
ministers on the subject of a family alliance, which Bonaparte 
had the modesty to propose, between the illustrious house of 
Napoleon the First and the royal line of Brandenburgh. 

On this occasion his King, to evince his satisfaction 
with his past conduct, bestowed on him not only a large 
pension, but an estate in Silesia, where he' before possessed 
some property. Bonaparte also, to express his regret at his 
retreat, proclaimed his Excellency a grand officer of the 
Legion of Honour. 

Talleyrand insolently calls the several cordons, or 
ribands, distributed by Bonaparte among the Prussian minis- 
ters and generals, “ his leading-strings.” It is to • be hoped 
that Frederick William III. is sufficiently upon his guard 
to prevent these strings from strangling the Prussian 
monarchy and the Brandenburgh dynasty. 
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LEI TER Wl 

P\RiS August, 1S05 

M\ Lord, — Upwards of two months after ni) \i**t 
to General Murat, I was surprised at the appearance of 
M Darjuson, the chamberlain of Princess Louis Bonaparte 
He told me that he came on the part of Prince Loui\ 
who honoured me with an imitation to dine with him the 
da) after Upon my enquiry whether he knew if the part) 
would be \crj numerous, he answered, between fort) anti 
fift) and that it was a kind of farewell dinner, becau e 
the Prince intended shortl) to set out for Compliant to 
assume the command of the eamp formed in its \1c1mt), of 
the dragoons and other light troops of the arms of I ngltnu 
The principal personages present at this dinner were 
Joseph Bonaparte and hi-> wife, l>eneral and MatLme 
Murat, the ministers Berliner, Talleyrand, louche, H-ap a! 
and Portahs Hie comcrsation was entire!) mi! t try, ard 
eluefl) related to the probable tonfjuc*.! or subjUpititn < * 
l neat Bntam and the jno\*abk eonseqwence to mankind m 
general of suth a grot tic nt No difitwnit of op n 1 
was heard with regard to its miinalu'c In-acft 1 r 'i e 
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and gradual utility to all other nations ; but Berthier seemed 
to apprehend that before France could have time to organize 
this valuable conquest, she would be obliged to support 
another war, with a formidable league, perhaps, of all other 
European nations. The issue, however, he said, would be 
glorious to France, who, by her achievements, would force 
all people to acknowledge her their mother country; and 
then, first, Europe would constitute but one family. 

Chaptal was as certain as everybody else of the de- 
struction of the tyrants of the seas ; but he thought France 
would never be secure against the treachery of modern 
Carthage until she followed the example of Rome towards 
ancient Carthage ; and, therefore, after reducing London to 
ashes, it would be proper to disperse round the universe 
all the inhabitants of the British Islands, and to re-people . 
them with nations less evil -disposed and less corrupted, 
Portalis observed that it was more easy to conceive than 
to ex'ecute such a vast plan. It would not be an under? 

taking of five, of ten, nor of twenty years, to transplant 
these nations ; that misfortunes and proscription would not 
only inspire courage and obstinacy, but desperation. “ No 
people,” continued he, “are more attached to their customs 
and countries than islanders in general ; and though British 
subjects are the greatest travellers, and found everywhere, 
they all suppose their country the best, and always wish 
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to return to it and finish their days amidst their natnt 
fogs and smoke Neither the Saxons, nor the Danes, nor 
Norman conquerors transplanted them, but, after reducing 
them, incorporated themselves by marriages among the 
vanquished, and m some few generations were but one 
people It is asserted by ill persons who have htel) visited 
Great Britain, that, though the civilization of the lower 
classes is much behind that of the same description in 
Trance, the higher orders, the nch and the fashionable, ari 
with regard to their manners, more Ircnch than I ngltsh, 
and might easilj be cajoled into obedience and subjection 
to the sovereignty of i nation whose customs, by free choift 
they have adopted in preference to their own and whose 
language forms a necessary part of their education and 
indeed, of the education of almost every class in the llntidi 
empire T he umv ersahty of the I rtuch language is t! e 
best ally Trance has in assisting her to conquer an universal 
dominion He wished, therefore , that when ire were n a 
situation to dictate in Ln ft Iand, instead of proscribing I n* 
lishmcn we should proscribe the I nglish Language, ar f 
advance and reward in preference, all those parents whov. 
children were sent to be educated in 1 ranee, and all 
families who voluntarily adopted in their homes ami wrtr 
cxclusivtlv the I re nch language. Murat wav afrai ! tha* 

I ranee did not transplant the most s‘ubborn Ihrt >n*» a id 



THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD II3 

settle among them French colonies, when once their mili- 
tary and commercial navy was annihilated, they would turn 
pirates, and, perhaps, within half-a-century, lay all other 
nations as much under contribution by their piracies as 
they now do by their industry ; and that, like the pirates 
on -the coast of Barbary, the instant they had no connections 
with other civilized nations, cut the throats of each other, 
and agree in nothing but in plundering, and considering all 
other people in the world their natural enemies and pur- 
veyors. To this opinion Talleyrand, by nodding assent, 
seemed to adhere ; but he added, “ Earthquakes are gene- 
rally dreaded as destructive ; but such a convulsion of nature 
as would swallow up the British Islands, with all their in- 
habitants, would be the greatest blessing Providence ever 
conferred on mankind.” 

Louis Bonaparte then addressed himself to me and to 

the Marquis de F : “ Gentlemen,” said he, “ you have 

been in England ; what is your opinion of the character of 
these islanders, and of the probability of their subjugation?” 
I answered that, during the fifteen months' I resided in 
London I was too much occupied to prevent myself from 
starving, to meditate about anything else; that my stomach 
was my sole meditation as well as anxiety. That, however, 
I believed that in England, as everywhere else, a mixture 
of good and bad qualities was to be > found ; but which 

VOL. 1 8 
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prevailed would be presumption m me, from my position, 
to decide But I did^ not doubt that if we cordially hated 
the English they returned us the compliment with intcres, 
and, therefore, the contest with them would be a severe 

one The Marquis de T imprudently attempted to 

convince the company that it was difficult, if not impossible, 
for our army to land m England, much less to conquer it 
until we were masters of the seas by a superior navy He 
would perhaps have been still more indiscreet, had not 
Madame Louis interrupted him, and given another turn to 
the conversation by enquiring about the fair sex in I n„ 
land, and if it was true that handsome women were more 
numerous there than in 1 ranee? Here again the Marquis, 
instead of paying her a compliment, as she perhips ix 
pected roundly assured her that for one beauty in I rim.*, 
hundreds might be Counted in Lngland where gentlemen 
were, therefore, not so easily satisfied , and tliat a won an 
regarded by them only as an ordinary person would ' 
for a first rate beauty among I rcnch lieaux, on account cf 
the great scarcity of them here. “\ou must excuse tfc 
Marquis, ladies, said I in my turn, “he has rot ,n 
love m lngland I here, perhaps, he found the belles l*"** 
cruel tlun in 1 ranee, where, for the cruelty of one Ld>» 
for her insensibility of his ment, he revenges hta*elf *** 
the whole sex."—* I apply to M TallevnniV* answered 
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Marquis ; “ he has been longer in England than myself.” 
— “I am not a competent judge,” -retorted the minister ; 
“ Madame Talleyrand is here, and has not the honour of 
being a Frenchwoman ; but I dare say the Marquis will 
agree, with me that in no society in the British Islands, 
among a dozen of ladies, has he counted more beauties, 
or admired greater accomplishments or more perfection.” 
To this the Marquis, bowed assent, saying that in all his 
general remarks the party present, of course, was not in- 
cluded. All the ladies, who were well acquainted with his 
absent and blundering conversation, very good-humouredly 
laughed, and Madame Murat assured him that if he would 
give her the address of the belle in France who had trans- 
formed a gallant Frenchman into a chevalier of British 
beauty, she would attempt to make up their difference. 
“She is no more, Madam,” said the Marquis ; “she was,, 

unfortunately, guillotined two days before ” the father 

of Madame Louis, he was going to say, when Talleyrand 
interrupted him with a significant look, and said, “ Before 
the fall of Robespierre, you mean.” 

From these and other traits of the Marquis’s character, 
you may see that he erred more 'from absence of mind 
than any premeditation to give offence. He received, 
however, the next morning, a lettre de cachet from Fouche, 

which exiled him to Blois, and forbade him to return to 

8—2 
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Pans without further orders from the minister of police. 1 
know, from high authority, that to the interference of 
Princess Louis alone is he indebted for not being shut up 
in the Temple, and, perhaps, transported to our colonies 
for having depreciated the power and means of I ranee to 
imade England I am perfectly convinced that none of 
those who spoke on the subject of the invasion expressed 
anj thing but whit the} realty thought, and that, of the 
whole part), none, except Talleyrand, the Marquis and 
m)self, entertained the least doubt of the success of tlr 
expedition , so firmty did the) rcty on the former forturc 
of Bonaparte, his boastings and his assurance 

After dinner I had an opportunity of comcrsirg for 
ten minutes with Madame Louts Bonaparte, whom I foord 
extremety amiable, but I fear tint she is not hnpp) Hct 
husband, though the most stupid, is, how^ier, the beV 
tempered of the Bonapartes, and seemed very attentive and 
attached to her She wus fir advanced m her pregnarejf, 
and looked, notwithstanding, uncommonly well I 1 JTC 
heard that Louis is inclined to mchnition, and *htn 
that situation is \cr> brutal to his wife, and very ndcla'e 
with other women before her ejes. He intrigue* 
own servants, and the number of hts illegitimate ch ’drr« 
is said to be as many as his years. She ailed (V'-td 
Murat to present me and recommend me to 
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he did with great politeness ; and the minister assured me 
that he should be glad to see me at his hotel, which I 
much doubt. The last words Madame Louis said to me, 
in showing me a princely crown, richly set with diamonds, 
and given her by her brother-in-law, Napoleon, were, “ Alas ! 
grandeur is not always happiness/ nor the most elevated 
the most fortunate lot.” 
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LETTER XVII 


, I’\RiS August, 1S05 

Mi Lord, — T he arrival of the Pope in this country «x* 
certaml} a grand epoch, not onlj in the histot) of the Rcsolu 
tion, but in the annals of Europe. The debates in the Sacred 
College for and against this joume), and for pnd agar i 
his coronation of Bonaparte, are said to hasc betn lorg a* 
well as violent, and onl) arranged according to the desire* 
of Cardinal Fesch b> the means of four millions of 
^166,000 — distributed apropos among its pious 
Of this monej, the Cardinals Mattu, Pamphih, Divia**-. 
Maur), Pignatclh, Ro\crella, Somiglia, I’acca, Branadiro, 

I itta, Gabridh, Spina, Dcspuig and Gakffi, art sa d t > 
ha\e shared the greatest j*art , and from the most atm a 
anti Bonapartists, the) mstantlj b<xamc the strenuous a 
herents of Napoleon the first, who of course cannot 
ignorant of thur real north 

The person entrusted bj Bonaparte and Ta” )P"d 
to canj on at Rome the tntngtic which sent Pius Ml 1 ' 
crovs the Alps, was Cardinal 1 eseb, b'o'lrr tf 'hh w 
Ixtun Bonaparte bj the side of her rrotl cr, who ta i 
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second marriage, chose a pedlar of the name of Nicolo 
Fesch, for her husband. 

Joseph, Cardinal Fesch, was born at Ajaccio, in 
Corsica, on the 8th of March, 1763, and was in his infancy 
received as a singing boy ( enfant de chcenr) in a convent 
of his .native- place. In 1782, whilst he was on a visit to 
some of his relations in the Island of Sardinia, beipg on 
a fishing party some distance from shore, he was, with his 
companions, captured by an Algerine felucca, and carried a 
captive to Algiers. Here he turned Mussulman, and, until 

1790, was a zealous believer in, and professor of, the 
Alcoran. In that year he found an opportunity to escape 
from Algiers, and to return . to Ajaccio, when he abjured 
his renegacy, exchanged the Alcpran for the Bible, and, in 

1791, was made a constitutional curate, that is to say, a 
revolutionary Christian priest. In 1793, when even those 
were proscribed, he renounced the sacristy of his Church 
for the bar of a tavern, where, during 1794 and 1795, he 
gained a small capital by the number and ‘liberality of 
his English customers. After the victories of his nephew 
Napoleon in Italy during the following year, he was 
advised to reassume the clerical habit, and after Napoleon’s 
proclamation of a First Consul he was made Archbishop 
of Lyons. In 1802, Pius VII. decorated him with the 
Roman purple, and he is now a pillar of the Roman faith, 
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in a fair way of seizing the Roman tiara. If letters fron 
Rome can be depended upon, Cardinal I csch, in the name 
of the Emperor of the French, informed his Holiness the 
Pope that he must either retire to a consent or trascl to 
France, either abdicate his own soiereigntj, or inaugurate 
Napoleon the Hrst a Sosereign of I ranee Without the 
decision of the Sacred College, effected in the iranrer 
already stated, the majority of the faithful believe that ths 
Pontiff would ha\e preferred obscurity to disgrace 

While Joseph Fcsch was a master of a tasem he 
married the daughter of a tinker, by whom he had three 
children This marriage, according to the republican regu 
Iations, had only been celebrated by the municipality at 
Ajaccio , Fescb, therefore, upon again entering the bosom 
of the Church, left hts municipal wife and children to *hifi 
for themsches, considering himself still, according to the 
canonical laws, a bachelor Hut Madame 1 csch, hearing, »> 
1801, of her ci-devant husbands promotion to the Arch 
bishopric oflyons, wrote to him for some succours, tor* 
with her children reduced to great misery Madame bet' 1 x 
Bonaparte answered her letter, enclosing a draft fa r 1 T 
hundred livres— .£*35— -informing her tint the »ane * " l 
would be paid her eicry six month*, as Jong as she 
tinued with her children to reside at Corsica, 1 1/ that t 
would cease the instant she left tint island hither t v *•* 
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herself not sufficiently paid for her discretion, or enticed by 
some enemy of the Bonaparte family, she arrived secretly 
at Lyons in October last year, where she remained unknown 
until the arrival of the Pope. On the first day his Holiness 
gave there his public benediction, she found means to 
pierce the crowd, and to approach his person, when 
Cardinal Fesch was by his side. Profiting by a moment’s 
silence, she called out loudly, throwing herself at his feet : 
“ Holy Father ! I am the lawful wife of Cardinal Fesch, 
and these are our children ; he cannot, he dares not, deny 
this truth. Had he behaved liberally to me, I should not 
have disturbed him in his present grandeur ; I supplicate 
you, Holy Father, not to restore me my husband, but to 
force him to provide for his wife and children, according 
to his present circumstances.” — “ Matta — el/a c matta, 
santissimo padre ! She is mad — she is mad, Holy Father,” - 
said the Cardinal ; and the good Pontiff ordered her to be 
taken care of, to prevent her from doing herself or the 
children any mischief. She was, indeed, taken care of, 
because nobody ever since heard what has become either 
of her or her children ; and as they have not returned to 
Corsica, probably some snug retreat has been allotted them 
in France. 

The purple was never disgraced by a greater libertine 
than Cardinal Fesch : his amours are numerous, and have 
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often involved him in disagreeable scrapes. lie had, in 
1803, an unpleasant adventure at Ljons, which has since 
made his staj in that citj but short. Having thrown ft» 
handkerchief at the wife of a manufacturer of the name of 
Girot, she accepted it, and gave him an appointment at 
her house, at a time in the evening when her husband 
usually went to the plaj His Eminence arrived in du 
guise, and was received with open arms Hut he was 
hardl) seated b) her side before the door of a do'Ct wav 
burst open, and his shoulders smarted from the lashes 
inflicted b> an offended husband In vain did he mention’ 
his name and rank , the) rather increased than decreased 
the fur> of Girot, who pretended it was utterly impossible 
for a Cardinal and Archbishop to be thus overtaken with 
the wife of one of Ins flock , at last Madame Girot pro- 
posed a pecuniar) accommodation, which, after some opp<> 
sition, was acceded to , and his Eminence signed a bond 
for one hundred thousand hvres — ,£4,000— upon copui' cn 
that nothing should transpire of this intrigue— a high r rcC 
enough for a sound drubbing On the da> when the tarl 
was due, Girot and his wife were both arrested by tie 
police commissary, Dubois (a brother of the pnfect 
police at Fans), accused of being connected with ceiv’s, 
a capital crime at present in this counlr) In a * c2n 1 
made in their house, bad mone> to the amount of t'-'re 
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thousand livres — ^125 — was discovered ; which they had 
received the day before from a man who called himself’ 
a merchant from Paris, but who was a police ’ spy sent to 
entrap them. After giving up the bond of the Cardinal, 
the Emperor graciously remitted the capital punishment, 
upon condition that they should be transported for life 
to Cayenne. 

This is the prelate on whom Bonaparte intends to 
confer the Roman tiara, and £0 constitute a successor of 
St. Peter. It would not be the least remarkable event 
in the beginning of the remarkable nineteenth century 
were we to witness the Papal throne occupied by a • man 
who, from a singing boy became a renegade slave, from 
a Mussulman a constitutional curate, from a tavern-keeper _ 
an archbishop, from the son of a pedlar the uncle of. an 
Emperor, and .from the husband of the daughter of a 
tinker, a member of the Sacred College. 

His sister, Madame Letitia Bonaparte, presented him, 
in 1802, with an elegant library, for which she had paid 
six hundred thousand livres — ^25,000 — and his nephew, 

Napoleon, allows him a yearly pension double that amount. 

* 

Besides his dignity as a prelate, his Eminence is ambassador 
from France at Rome, a Knight of the Spanish Order of 
the Golden Fleece, a grand officer of the Legion of Honour, 
and a grand almoner of the Emperor of the French. 
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The Archbishop of Pans is now in his mnct) sixth 
year, and at his death Cardinal Fesch is to be transferred 
to the see of this capital, in expectation of the triple crown 
and the hejs of St Peter 
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LETTER XVIII 


Paris, August , 1805. ' 

My Lord, — The amiable and accomplished Amelia 
FnMerique, Princess • Dowager of the late Electoral Prince 
Charles Louis of Baden,, born a Princess of Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, has procured the Electoral House of Baden the 
singular- honour of giving consorts to three reigning and 
sovereign Princes — to an Emperor of Russia, to a King of 
Sweden, and to the Elector of Bavaria. Such a distinction, 
and such alliances, called the attention of those at the 
head of our Revolution ; who, after attempting in vain to 
blow up hereditary thrones by the aid of sans-culotte in- 
cendiaries, seated scins-culottcs upon thrones, that they might 

* 

degrade what was not yet ripe for destruction. 

Charles Frederick, the reigning Elector of Baden, is 
now near fourscore years of age. At this period of life 
if any passions remain, avarice is more common than am- 
bition •, because treasures may be hoarded without bustle, 

’ while activity is absolutely necessary to push forward to 
the goal of distinction. Having bestowed a new King on 
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Tuscan), Bonaparte and Talleyrand also resolved to confer 
new Electors on Germany A more advantageous fraternity 
could not be established between the innovators here, and 
their opposers in other countnes, than by incorporating the 
grandfather in law of so many sovereigns with their own 
revolutionary brotherhood, to humble him by a new rank, 
and to disgrace him by indemnities obtained from their 
hands An intrigue between our minister, Talleyrand, and 
the Baden minister, Edelsheim, transformed the oldest 
Margrave of Germany into its >oungest Elector, and ex 
tended his dominions by the spoils obtained it the expense 
of the rightful owners The invasion of the Baden temtor) 
in time of peace, and the seizure of the Duke of Enghten, 
though under the protection of the laws of nations and 
hospitalit), must have soon convinced Baron Edelsheim 
what return his frtend Talleyrand expected, and that Bom 
parte thought he had a natural right to insult bj his attacks 
those he had dishonoured by his connections 

The minister, Baron Edelsheim is half an illuminate, 
half a philosopher, half a politician and half a revolutionist. 
He was, long before he was admitted into the council 
chamber of his Prince, half an atheist, half an intriguer, 
and half a spy, jjj Ibe pay of I redenck the Great of 
Prussia. His entry upon the stage at Berlin, and jurtiot 
larly the first parts he was destined to act, was curious and 
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extraordinary ; whether he acquitted himself heller in this 
capacity than he has since in his political one is not 
known. He was afterwards sent to this capital to execute 
a commission, of which he acquitted himself very il) ; 
exposing himself rashly, without profit or service to bis 
employer. Frederick II.. dreading the tediousness of a 
proposed congress at Augsburg, wished to send a private 
emissary to sound the King of France. For this purport 
he chose Edelsheim as a person least liable to suspicion. 
The project of Frederick was to indemnify the King of 
Poland for his first losses by robbing the ecclesiastical 
Princes of Germany. This, Louis XV. totally rejected; 
and Edelsheim returned with his answer to the Prr/.isn 
Monarch, then at Freyhurg. From thence he afterwards 
departed for London, made' his communications, and wa c 
once agVr sent hack to Fans, on pretence than he had 
left some of his travels ng trams mere: arm tne Far..: oe 
Foulay, the amhs.ssa.dor of the ILnghts of i falls, Vrhog 


Tne F’aill: 
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by the way of Turin, as related b> Frederick II in ha 
“ Histoiy of the Seven Years’ War ” On his return he was 
disgraced, and continued so until 1778, when he again was 
used as emissary to vanous Courts of Germany In 1786 
the Elector of Baden sent him to Berlin, on the ascension 
of Frederick William II, as a complimentary envoy This 
monarch, when he saw him, could not forbear laughing at 
the high wisdom of the Court that selected such a per 
sonage for such an embassy, and of his own sagacity in 
accepting of it He quitted the capital of Prussia as he 
came there, with an opinion of himself that the royal 
smiles of contempt had neither altered nor diminished 
You see by this account, that Edelsheim has long 
been a partisan of the pillage of Germany called mdemm 
ties , and long habituated to affronts, as well as to plots. 
To all his other half qualities, half modesty can hardly be 
added, when he calls himself, or suffers himself to be 
called, “ the Talleyrand of Carlsruhe.” He accompanied 
his Prince last year to Mentz , where this old Sovereign 
was not treated by Bonaparte m the most decorous or 
decent manner, being obliged to wait for hours in his 
ante-chamber, and afterwards stand during the lev ties, or 
to the dew. vug rooms of Napoleon or of hts wife* without 
the offer of a chair, or an invitation to sit down It 
here where, by a secret treaty, Bonaparte became the 
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Sovereign of Baden, if sovereignty consists in the disposal 
of the financial and military resources of a State ; and 
they were agreed to be assigned over to him whenever 
he should deem it proper or necessary to invade the 
German empire, in return for his protection against the 
Emperor of Germany, who can have no more interest 
than intent to attack a country so distant from his 
hereditary dominions, and whose Sovereign is, besides, 
the grandfather of the consort of his nearest and best ally. 

Talleyrand often amused himself at Mentz with playing 
on the vanity and affected consequence of Edelsheim, who 
was delighted if at any time our minister took him aside, or 
whispered to him as in confidence. One morning, at the 
assembly of the Elector Arch -Chancellor, where Edelsheim 
was creeping and cringing about him as usual, he laid hold 
of his arm and walked with him to the upper part of 
the room. In a quarter of an hour they both joined the 
company, Edelsheim unusually puffed up with' vanity. “ I 
will lay any bet, gentlemen,” said Talleyrand, “ that you 
cannot, with all your united wits, guess the grand subject 
of my conversation with the good Baron Edelsheim.” With- 
out waiting for an answer, he continued : “ As the Baron 
is a much older and more experienced traveller than myself, 
Tasked him which, of all the countries he had visited, could 
boast the prettiest and kindest women. His reply was really 
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very instructive, and it Mould be a great pity if justice were 
not done to his ment by its publicity” Here the Biron, 
red as a turkey-cock and trembling with anger, interrupted 
“ His Excellency,’ said he, “ is to night in a humour to 
joke, what we spoke of had nothing to do with women” — 
“ Nor with men either,” retorted Talleyrand, going away 
This anecdote, Baron Dahl berg, the minister of the Elector 
of Baden to our Court, had the ingenuity to relate at 
Madame Chapui’s as an evidence of Edelsheim’s intimacy 
with Talleyrand, only he left out the latter part, and for 
got to mention the bad grace with which this impertinence 
of Talleyrand was received , but this defect of memory. 
Count de Beust, the envoy of the Elector Arch Chancellor, 
kindly supplied 

Baron Edelsheim is a great amateur of knighthoods 
On days of great festivities his face is, as it were, illuminated 
with the lustre of his stars , and the crosses on hts coat 
conceal almost its original colour Every petty pnnee of 
Germany has dubbed him a chevalier , but emperors and 
kings have not been so unanimous in distinguishing h> s 
desert, or in satisfying his desires 

At Mentz no prince or minister fanned more assiduously 
upon Bonaparte than this hero of chivalry It could not 
escape notice, but need not have alarmed our great man, 

.is "as the case I he prefect of the |»bcc "is ordered 
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to give authentic information concerning Edelsheim’s moral 
and political character. He applied to the police com- 
missary, who, within twenty hours, signed a declaration 
affirming that Edelsheim was the most inoffensive and least 
dangerous of all imbecile creatures that ever entered the 
Cabinet of a prince ; that he had never drawn a sword, 
worn a dagger, or fired a pistol in his life ; that the 
enquiries about his real character were sneered at in every 
part of the Electorate, as nowhere they allowed him 
common-sense, much less a character ; all blamed his pre- 
sumption, but none defended his capacity. 

After the perusal of this report, Bonaparte asked 
Talleyrand, “What can Edelsheim mean by his troublesome 
assiduities ? Does he want any indemnities, or does he 
wish me to make him a German prince ? Can he have 
the impudence to hope that I should appoint him a 
tribune, a legislator, or a senator in France, or that I 
would give him a place in my council of state?” — “No 
such thing,” answered the minister ; “ did not your Majesty 
condescend to notice at the last fete that this eclipsed 
moon was encompassed in a firmament of stars. You 
would, sire, make him the happiest of mortals were you 
to nominate him a member of your Legion of Honour.” — 
“ Does he want nothing else ? ” said Napoleon, as if re- 
lieved at once from an oppressive burden. “ Write to my 

9—2 
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chancellor of the Legion of Honour, Lacepede, to send 
him a patent, and do you inform him of this favour.” 

It is reported at Carlsruhe, the capital of Baden, that 
Baron Edelsheim has composed his own epitaph, in which 
he claims immortality , because under his ministr) the 
Margravate of Baden was elevated into an Electorate ! 1 1 
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LETTER XIX 

Paris, August , 1805. 

My Lord, — The sensation that the arrival of the Pope 
in this country caused among the lower classes of people 
cannot be expressed, and if expressed, would not be 

believed. I am sorry, however, to say that, instead of 

•» 

improving their morals or increasing their faith, this journey 
has shaken both morality and religion to their foundation. 

According to our religious notions, as you must know, 
the Roman Pontiff is the vicar of Christ, and infallible ; he 
can never err. The atheists of the National Convention 
and the Theophilanthropists of the Directory not only 
denied his demi-divinity, but transformed him into a satyr ; 
and in pretending to tear the veil of superstition, annihi- 
lated all belief in a God. The ignorant part of our nation, 
which, as everywhere else, constitutes the majority, witnessing 
the impunity and prosperity of crime, and bestowing on 
the Almighty the passions of mortals, first doubted of His 
omnipotence in not crushing guilt, and afterwards of His 
existence in not exterminating the blasphemers from among 
the living. Feeling, however, the want of consolation in 
their misfortunes here, and hope of a reward hereafter for 
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unmerited sufferings upon earth, they all hailed as a blessing 
the restoration of Christianity , and b> this political act 
Bonaparte gamed more adherents than by all hts victories 
he had procured admirers 

Bonaparte’s character, his good and his bad qualities 
his talents and his crimes, are too recent and too notorious 
to require description Should he continue successful, and 
be attended by fortune to his gra\ e, future ages may per 
haps hail him a hero and a great man , but b) his con 
temporaries it will always be doubtful whether mankind has 
not suffered more from his ambition and cruelties thin 
benefited by his services Had lie satisfied himself b) con 
turning the chief magistrate of a commonwealth , or, if he 
judged that a monarchical go\ eminent alone was suitable to 
the spirit of this country, had he recalled our legitimate King 
he would base occupied a principal, if not the first, place m 
the history of Trance, a place much more exalted than lit 
can ever expect to fill as an Tmperor of the Ircnth I-Ct 
his prosperit) be ever so uninterrupted, he cannot be nu.ii 
tioned but as an usurper , an appellation never exciting 
esteem, frequently inspiring contempt, and always odious. 

lhe crime of usurpation is the greatest and niO't 
enormous a subject can perpetrate, but what epithet can 
there be given to him who, to preserve an authority un 
lawfully acquired, associates m his guilt a Supreme Ton* iff, 
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whom the multitude is accustomed to reverence as the 
representative of their God, but who, by this act of scandal 
and sacrilege, descends to a level with the most culpable 
cf men ? I have heard, not only in this city but in villages, 
where sincerity is more frequent than corruption, and where 
hypocrites are as little known as infidels, these remarks 
made by the people : “ Can the real vicar of Christ, by his 
inauguration, commit the double injustice of depriving the 
legitimate owner of his rights, and of bestowing as a sacred 
donation what belongs to another ; and what he has no 
pow'er, no authority, to dispose of? Can Pius VII. confer 
on Napoleon the First what belongs to Louis XVIII. ? 
Would Jesus Christ, if upon earth, have acted thus? 
Would his immediate successors, the Apostles, not have 
preferred the suffering of martyrdom to the commission 
of any injury? If the present Roman Pontiff acts 
differently from v'hat his Master and predecessors would 
have done, can he be the vicar of our Saviour?” These 
and many similar reflections the common people have 
made, and make yet. The step from doubt to disbelief 
is but short, and those brought up in the Roman Catholic 
religion, who hesitate about believing Pius VII. to be the 
vicar of Christ, will soon remember the precepts of atheists 
and freethinkers, and believe that Christ is not the Son of 
God, and that a God is only the invention of fear. 
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The fact is, that b) the Popes performance of the 
coronation of an Emperor of the French, a religious as 
well as a political re\olution was effected and the usurp, 
m power, whatever his creed mav be, will hereafter, withoit 
much difficult), force it on his slaves You nn> pcrhaas 
object that Pius VJI, in his official account to the Sacred 
College of his journe) to France, speaks with enthusiasm 
of the Catholicism of the French people But did not the 
Goddess of Reason, did not Robespierre as a high prest 
of a Supreme Being, speak as highlj of their sectaries 5 
Read the MonUeur of 1793 and 1794 and 3 ou will be 
convinced of the truth of this assertion I he), like the 
Pope, spoke of what the) saw and the), like him did not 
see an individual who was not instructed how to perform 
Ins part, so as to give satisfaction to him whom he was to 
please and to those who emplo) ed him \s )ou have 
attended to the histor) of our Revolution, }OU have found 
it in great part a cruel masquerade where none but the 
unfortunate Louis \\ I appeared in his nativ c and natural 
thancter and without a mask 

I he countenance of Pius \ II is placid and benign 
and a kind of calmness and tranquillity pervades 
address and manners, which are however, far from Iremg 
e is) or elegant I he crowds that he must have 
accustomed to see since his prc*sent elevation, have 
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lessened a timidity the consequence of early seclusion. 
Nothing troubled him more than the numerous deputations 
of our Senate, Legislative Body, Tribunate, National Insti- 
tute, Tribunals, &c., that teased him on every occasion. 
He never was suspected of any vices, but all his 
virtues are negative ; and his best quality is, not to 
do good, but to prevent evil. His piety is sincere and 
unaffected, and it is not difficult to perceive that he has 
been more accustomed to address his God than to converse 
with men. He is nowhere so well in his place as before 
the altar ; when imploring the blessings of Providence on 
his audience he speaks with confidence, as to a friend to 
whom his purity is known, and who is accustomed to listen 
favourably to his prayers. He is zealous but not fanatical, 
but equally superstitious as devout. His closet was crowded 
with relics, rosaries, &c., but there he passed generally eight 
hours of the twenty-four upon his knees in prnver and medita- 
tion. He often inflicted on himself mortifications, observed 
fast-days, and kept his vows with religious strictness. 

None of the promises made him by Cardinal Fesch, 
in the name of Napoleon the First, were performed, but 
were put off until a general pacification. He was promised 
indemnity for Avignon, Bologna, Ferrara and Ravenna ; 
the ancient supremacy and pecuniary contributions of the 
Gallican Church, and the restoration of certain religious 
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orders, both in France and Ita!) , but notwithstanding his 
own representations, and the nctivitj or his Cardinal Capraru 
nothing- was decided, though nothing was refused 

By some means or other he was become perfectly 
acquainted with the crimes and vices of most of our public 
functionaries Ta!Je)nnd ins surprised when Cardinal 
Caprara explained to him the reason vh) the l'ope re- 
fused to admit some persons to his presence, and win 
he wished others even not to be of the part) when he 
accepted of the invitations of Bonaparte and his wife to 
their pm ate societies Man) are howeier, of opinion that 
lallejrand, from maligntt) or revenge, often heightened and 
confirmed his Holiness s aversion This was at least onre 
the case with regard to Dt I^alande When Duroc enquired 
the cause of the Popes displeasure against this astronomer 
and hinted that it would be \cr> agreeable to the I mpaor 
were his Holiness to permit him the honour of prostrating 
himself he was answered that men of talents and Jeirmn., 
would tlwajs be welcome to approach his person, that 
he pitied the errors and pra)cd for the conversion of this 
s«t ant, but was neither displeased nor ofiVnded with him 
Iallc)nnd when informed of the Popes answer, accused 
Cardinal Caprara of having misinterpreted hi? masters rom 
munications and this prelate in his turn cc mured our 


ministers bad memon 
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You must have read that this De Lalande is regarded 
in France as the first astronomer of Europe, and hailed as 
the high priest of atheists : he is said to be the author 
of a shockingly blasphemous work called “ The Bible of 
a People who acknowledge no nod.'’ He implored the 
ferocious Robespierre to honour the heavens by bestowing 
on a new planet pretended to be discovered his ci-devant 
christian-name, Maximilian. In a letter of congratulation 
to Bonaparte, on the occasion of his present elevation, he 
also implored him to honour the God of the Christians by 
styling himself Jesus Christ the First. Emperor of the 
French, instead of Napoleon the First. But it was not 
his known impiety that made Talleyrand wish to exclude 
him from insulting with his presence a Christian pontiff. 
In the summer of 1799, when the minister was in a 
momentary disgrace, De Lalande was at the head of those 
who imputed to his treachery, corruption and machinations 
all the evils France then suffered, both from external 
enemies and internal factions. If Talleyrand has" justly 

been reproached for soon forgetting good offices and ser 

« % 

vices done him, nobody ever denied that he has the best 
recollection in the world of offences or attacks, and that 
he is as revengeful as unforgiving. 

The only one of our great men whom Pius VII. 
remained obstinate and inflexible in not receiving, was the 
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senator and minister of police, Fouche As his Holmes 
was not so particular with regard to other persons who, 
like Fouche, were both apostate priests and regicide sub- 
jects, the following is reported to be the cause of his 
aversion and obduracy — 

In November, 1793, the remains of a wretch of the 
name of Challiers— justly called, for his atrocities, the Marat 


of Lyons — were ordered by Touche, then a rcprescntatnv 
of the people in that city, to be produced and publicly 
worshipped, and, under his particular auspices, a grand fete 
was performed to the memory of tins republican marly, 
who had been executed as an assassin As part of !h« 


impious ceremony, an ass, covered with a bishops 'C't 
ments, having on his head a nutre, and the volumes of 
Holy Writ tied to h,s tad, paraded the streets The remain, 
of Challiers were then burnt, and Ihg ashes dism utev 
among Ins adorers, while the boohs were also consum , 
and the ashes scattered rn the ",nd Touchd propo- 
afrer gfvrng .be ass some water ,0 dnuh in a stored *1 ■ 
to terminate the festivity of .be day by nturdcnng 
prisoners, amounting .0 seven thousand five hundred,^ 
a sudden storm prevented the execution o 1 1 
proposition, and dispersed .he sacrilegious eongregalioa 
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LETTER XX 

Paris, August , 1805. 

My Lord, — Though all the Bonapartes were great 
favourites with Pius VII., Madame Letitia, their mother, 
had a visible preference. In her apartments he seemed 
most pleased to meet the family parties, as they were 
called, because to them, except the Bonapartes, none but 
a few select favourites were invited ; a distinction as much 
wished for and envied as any other Court honour. After 
the Pope had fixed the evening he would appear among 
them, Duroc made out a list, under the dictates of Napo- 
leon, of the chosen few destined to partake of the blessing 
of his Holiness’s presence ; this list was merely pro formh, 
or as a compliment, laid before him ; and after his tacit 
approbation, the individuals were informed, from the first 
chamberlain’s office, that they would be honoured with 
admittance at such an hour, to such a company, and in 
such an apartment. The dress in which they were to 
appear was also prescribed. The parties usually met at 
six o’clock in the evening. On the Pope’s entrance all 
persons, of both sexes, kneeled to receive his blessing. Tea, 
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ice, liqueurs and confectioner) were then served In the 
place of honour were three elevated elbow-chairs, and hs 
Holiness was seated between the Fmperor and Empress, 
and seldom spoke to anyone to whom Napoleon dtd not 
previously address the word The exploits of Bonaparte, 
particular!) his campaigns m Egypt, Were the chief subjects 
of conversation Before eight o’clock the Pope always rc 
tired, distributing his blessing to the kneeling audience, as 
on his entry When he was gone, card tables were brought 
in, and play was permitted Puroc received his masters 
orders how to distribute the places at the different table*, 
what games were to be played, and the amount of the 
sums to be staked These were usually trifling and smalt 
compared to what is daily risked in our fashionable circles. 

Often, after the Pope had returned to his own rooms 
Madame I etitia Bonaparte was admitted to assist at hn 
private prayers lhis lady, whose intrigues and gallantry' 
are proverbial in Corsica, has, now that she is old (t> » 
generally the case) turned devotee, and is surrounded bv 
hypocrites and impostors, who, under the ma«k of sanctiti 
deceive and plunder her Her ante chambers are alwaw 
full of priests and her closet and bedroom arc crowded 
with relics, which she collected during her journey to 
last year She might, »f she those, establish a ( atf'o’r 
museum, and furnish it with a more famous collection, n 
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its sort, than any of our other museums contain. Of all 
the saints in our calendar, there is not one of any notoriety 
who has not supplied her with a finger, a toe, or some 
other part ; or with a piece of a shirt, a handkerchief, a 
sandal, or a winding-sheet. Even a bit of a pair of 
breeches, said to have belonged to St. Mathurin, whom 
many think was a sans-atlottc , obtains her adoration on 
certain occasions. As none of her children have yet 
arrived at the same height of faith as herself, she has, in 
her will, bequeathed to the Pope all her relics, together 
with eight hundred and seventy -nine Prayer-Books, and 
four hundred and forty-six Bibles, either in manuscript or 
of different editions. Her favourite breviary, used only on 
great solemnities, was presented to her by Cardinal Maury at 
Rome, and belonged, as it is said, formerly to St. Francois, 
whose commentary, written with his own hand, fills the mar- 
gins; though many, who with me adore him as a saint, 
doubt whether he could either read or write. 

Not long ago she made, as she thought, an exceedingly 
valuable acquisition. A priest arrived direct from the Holy 
City of Jerusalem, well recommended by the inhabitants of 
the convents there, with whom he pretended to have passed 
his youth. After prostrating himself before the Pope, he 
waited on Madame Letitia • Bonaparte. He told Jrer that 
he had brought with him from Syria the famous relic, the 
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shoulder bone of St John the Baptist but that being in 
want of money for his \ oyage he borrowed upon it from a 
Grecian Bishop in Montenegro two hundred louis dor 
This sum and one hundred louis d or besides, wa> 
immediately given him , and within three months, for i 
large sum in addition to those adianced this precious relic 
was in Madame Let) has possession 

Notwithstanding this lady’s care not to engage m 
her service any person of either sex who cannot produce 
not a certificate of civtsm from the municipality as was 
formerly the case but a certificate of Christianity and a 
billet of confession signed b> the curate of the parish 
she had often been robbed and the robbers hid made 
particular!} free with those relics which were set in goftf 
or in diamonds She accused her daughter the Princess 
Borghese, who often rallies the desotion of her mamma 
and who is more an amateur of the living than of the dead, 
of having placed her these tricks The Pnnccss informed 
Napoleon of her mothers Josses as well as of her own 
innocence and asked him to appl) to the police to f°d 
out the thief who no doubt was one of the pious 
who almost del oured their mother 

On the next ch) Napoleon muled Madame 1-ctina t> 
dinner, and louche had orders to make a strict scarvh 
dtmng her absence, among the persons composing her 
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household. Though he. on this occasion, did not find what 
he was looking for, he made a discovery which very much 
mortified Madame Letitia. 

Her first chambermaid. Rosina (iaglini, possessed both 
her esteem and confidence, and hnd been sent for purposely 
from Ajaccio, in Corsica, on account of her general renown 
for great piety, and a report that she was an exclusive 

favourite with the Virgin Mary, by whose interference she 
had even performed, it was said, some miracles : such as 
restoring stolen goods, runaway cattle, lost children, and 

procuring prizes in the lottery. Rosina was as relic -mad 

' as her mistress : and ns she had no means to procure them 

otherwise, she determined to partake of her lady's hv cutting 
off a small part of each relic of Madame Let i tin’s principal 
saints. These precious morceaux she placed in n box upon 
which she kneeled to say her prayers during the day ; and 
which, for a mortification, served her as a pillow during 
the night. Upon each of the sacred hits she had affixed a 
label with the name of the saint it belonged to, which 
occasioned the disclosure. 

When Madame Letitia heard of this pious theft, she 
insisted on having the culprit immediately and severely 
punished: and though the Princess Borghese, as the inno- 
cent cause of poor Rosina’s misfortune, interfered, and 

Rosina herself promised never more to plunder saints, she 

io 
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was Without mercy turned away, and even denied money 
sufficient to carry her bach to Corsica- Had she made 
free with Madame Letitia’s plate or wardrobe, there is no 
doubt but that she had been forgiven , but to presume to 
share with her those sacred supports on her way to J’ara 
dise was a more unpardonable act with a devotee than to 
steal from a lover the portrait of an adored mistress 

In the meantime the police were upon the alert to 
discover the person whom they suspected of having stolen 
the relics for the diamonds and not the diamonds for the 
relics Among our fashionable and new saints, surprising 
as you may thinh it, Madame de Genlis holds a dtstm 
guished place , and she, too, is an amateur and collector 
of relics in proportion to her meins, and with her wen. 
found those missed by Madame Lctitia being aslcd to 
give up the name of him from whom she hid purchased 
them, she mentioned Abb6 Siladin, the pretended priest 
from Jerusalem He, in his turn, was questioned, and 
his answers gave, me to suspicion that he himself was the 
thief The person of whom he pretended to have bought 
them was not to be found, nor was anyone of such a 
description remembered to have been st.cn anywhere O' 
being earned to prison, he claimed the protection o' 
Madame Lctitia, and produced a letter in which th« til) 
had promised him a bishopric either m I ranee or m Italy 
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When she was informed of his situation, she applied to 
her son Napoleon for his liberty ; urging that a priest who 
from Jerusalem had brought with him to Europe such an 
extraordinary relic as the shoulder of St. John, could not 
be culpable. 

Abbe Saladin had been examined by Real, who con- . 
eluded, from the accent and perfection with which he spoke 
the French language, that he was some French adventurer 
who had imposed on the credulity and superstition of 
Madame Letitia : and. therefore, threatened him with the 
rack if he did not confess the truth. He continued, how- 
ever, in his story, and was going to be released upon an 
order from the Emperor, when a gendarme recognized him 
as a person who, eight years before, had, under the name 
of Lanoue, been condemned for theft and forgery to the 
galleys, from whence he had made his escape. Finding 
himself discovered, he avowed everything. He said he 
had served in Egypt, in the guides of Bonaparte, but de- 
serted to the Turks' and turned Mussulman, but afterwards 
returned to the bosom of the Church at Jerusalem. There 
he persuaded the friars that he had been a priest, and 
obtained the certificates which introduced him to tlie Pope 
and to the Emperor’s mother ; from whom he had received 
twelve thousand livres — ^500 — for part of the jaw-bone of 
a whale, which he had sold her for the shoulder-bone of a 
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saint As the police behe\e the certificates he has pro 
duced to be also forged, he is detained in prison until an 
answer arrives from our consul in Sjm 

Madame Letitia did not resign without tears the relic 
he had sold her, and there is reason to belies e that man) 
other pieces of her collections, worshipped b) her as remains 
of saints, are equall) genuine as this shoulder bone of 
St Tohn 


THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 


I49 


LETTER XXI 

Paris, Avgust , 1805. 

My Lord, — That the population of this capital has, 
since the Revolution, decreased near two hundred thousand 
souls, is not to be lamented. This focus of corruption 
and profligacy is still too populous, though the. inhabitants 
do not amount to six hundred thousand ; for I am well 
persuaded that more crimes and excesses of every descrip- 
tion are committed here in one year, than are perpetrated 
in the same period of 'time in all other European capitals 
put together. From not reading in our newspapers, as we 
do in yours, of the robberies, murders and frauds discovered 
and punished, you may, perhaps, be inclined to suppose my 
assertion erroneous or exaggerated ; but it is the policy of 
our present Government to labour as much as possible in the 
dark ; that is to say, to prevent, where it can be done, all 
publicity of anything directly or indirectly tending to in- 
culpate it of oppression, tyranny, or even negligence ; and 
to conceal the immorality of the people so nearly connected 
with its own immoral power. It is true that many vices 
and crimes here, as well as everywhere else, are unavoid- 
able, and the. natural consequences of corruption and 
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might be promulgated therefore without attaching an\ 
reproach to our rulers , but the) are so accustomed to 
the m)sterj adherent to tynnnj, that e\en the mo* 
unimportant lawsuu, uninteresting intrigue elopement or 
divorce are never allowed to be mentioned in our journals 
without a previous permission from tht prefect of police 
who ver) seldom grants it 

Most of the enormities now deplored in this countn 
are the consequence of moral and religious licentiousness 
that ha\e succeeded to political anarch) or rather were 
produced b) it and survive it Add to tins the numerous 
evamples of the impunitv of guilt prosperity of infjm> 
miser) of honest) and sufferings of virtue and >ou will 
not think it surprising that notwithstanding half a million 
of spies our roads and streets are cost red with robl*^ 
and assassins and our scaffolds with victims 

lhe undeniable xkiTii that tins city alone is wjuhot 
bj one hundred thousand spies (so tint when in compani 
with si\ persons one has reason to dread the pnst.net of 
one sp\) proclaims at once the morditv of tht governor* 
and that of the governed were the former just an f tht 
latter good this mass of vileness would never lie tmj lovee, 
or, if cmplo)ed wickedness would t spin for want of Ad 
and the h)dra of tvnnm perish b\ its o«n [>csffVr *«) 
breath 
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According to the official registers published by Manuel 
in 1792, the number of spies all over France during the 
reign of Louis XVI. were . nineteen thousand three hundred 
(five thousand less than under Louis XV.), and of this 
number six thousand were distributed in Paris, and in a 
circle of four leagues around it, including Versailles. You 
will undoubtedly ask me, even allowing for our extension 
of territory, what can be the cause of this disproportionate 
increase of mistrust and depravity ? I will explain it as far 
as my abilities admit, according to the opinions of others 
compared with my own remarks. 

When factions usurped the supremacy of the kings, 
vigilance augmented with insecurity ; and almost every- 
body who was not an opposer, who refused being an ac- 
complice, or feared to be a victim, was obliged to serve 
as an informer and vilify himself by becoming a spy. The 
rapidity with which parties followed and destroyed each 
other made the criminals as numerous as the sufferings of 
honour and loyalty innumerable ; and I am sorry to say 
few persons exist in my degraded country, whose firmness 
and constancy were proof against repeated torments and 
trials, and who, to preserve their lives, did not renounce 
their principles and probity. 

Under the reign of Robespierre and of the Committee 
of Public Safety, every member of Government, of the clubs, 
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of the tribunals, and of the communes, had his pnntc 
spies , but no regular register was kept of their exact num 
ber Lndcr the Director) a police minister was nominated 
and a police office established \ccordmg to the declaration 
of the police minister. Cochon, in 1797, the spies, wh > 
"ere then regularl) paid, amounted to one hundred and 
fifty thousand , and of these, thtrtv thousand did dut) 111 
this capital How many the) were in 1799 when louche 
for the first time, was appointed a chief of the department 
of police, is not known, but suppose them doubled within 
two )ears , their increase since is nevertheless immense 
considering that Innce has enjojed upwards of four )cars 
uninterrupted Continental peace, and has not been expo cd 
to any internal comulstons during the same penotL 

\ou ma), perhaps, object that Trance is not rch 
^pough to keep up as numerous an of spies as of 

soldiers because the expense of the former must be tnpV 
the amount of the latter Were all these spies, now effied 
police agents or agents of the secret police, paid regular 
planes, jour objection would stand, but most of than have 
no other reward than the protection of the police , t* 
emplojed in gambling houses, in coffee-houses »n taverns 
at the theatres, m the public gardens »« the hods m 
lot ter) offices at jja«nbroUrs, in brothels, and in l»th% 
houses "here the proprietor* or masters of ihw ' 



THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 


*53 


ments pay them. They receive nothing from the police, 
but when they are enabled to make any great discoveries, 
those who have been robbed or defrauded, and to whom 
they have been serviceable, are, indeed, obliged to present 
them with some douceur, fixed by the police at the rate of 
the value recovered ; but 'such occurrences are merely acci- 
dental. To these are to be added all individuals of either 

* 

sex who by the law are obliged to obtain from the police 
licences to exercise their trade, as pedlars, tinkers, masters 
of puppet-shows, wild beasts, &c. These, on receiving their 
passes, inscribe themselves, and take the oaths as spies ; 
and are forced to send in their regular reports of what 
they hear or see. Prostitutes, who, all over this country, 
are under the necessity of paying for regular licences, are 
obliged also to give information, from time to time, to the 
nearest police commissary of what they observe or what 
they know respecting their visitors, neighbours, &c. The 
nuriiber of unfortunate women of this description who 
had taken out licences during the year 12, or from 
September, 1803, to September, 1804, is officially known to 
have amounted to two hundred and twenty thousand, of 
whom forty thousand were employed by the armies. 

o 

It is no secret that Napoleon Bonaparte has his secret 
spies upon his wife, his brothers, his sisters, his ministers, 
senators, and other public functionaries, and also upon his 
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public spies These are nil under his own immediate eon 
trol and that of Duroc, who does the dut) of his private 
police minister, and in whom he confides more than even 
in the members of his own fimilj In imitation of their 
master, each of the other Bonapartes, and each of the 
ministers, hive their individual spies, and are watched m 
their turn by the spies of their secretaries, clcrk% ic. 
This infamous custom of espiomge goes ad tnftntim, and 
appertains almost to the establishment and to the suite of 
each man in place, who does not think himself scam, a 
moment if he remains m ignorance of the transaction* of 
his mals as well as of those of his equals and supenors. 

Fouche and Talle>rand arc reported to have disagreed 
before Bonaparte on some subject or other, which i> it*- 
(juentl) the cast The former, offended at some doubt' 
thrown out about his intelligence, said to the latter, ‘ I 
am so well served that I can tell jou the name of OLt) 
man or woman )OU have conversed with, both jestenw' 
and to da> where ) on saw them, and how long yo 
remained with them or the) with jou"— M Jf «■ b 
commonplace espionage evinces anj merit'’ retorted Taltv 
rand, “I am even here jour superior, because * 
not on!) what has alrcadv passed with joti ami in vt^r 
house but what is to pass hereafter I can inform K " 
of even dish >ou had for )our dinners this week * 
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provided these dinners, and who is expected to provide 
your meats to-morrow and the day after. I can whisper 
you, in coiifidence , who slept with Madame Fouche last 
night, and who has an appointment with her to-night.” 
Here Bonaparte interrupted them, In his usual dignified 
language “ Hold both your tongues ; you are both great 
rogues, but I am at a loss to decide which is the greatest.” 
Without uttering a single syllable, Talleyrand made a pro- 
found reverence to Fouche. Bonaparte smiled, and advised 
them to live upon good terms if they were desirous of 
keeping their places. 

A man of the name of Ducroux, who, under Robes- 
pierre, had from a barber been made a general, and after- 
wards broken for his ignorance, was engaged by Bonaparte 
as a private spy upon Fouche, who employed him in the 
same capacity upon Bonaparte. His reports were always 
written, and delivered in person into the hands both of 
the Emperor and of his minister. One morning he, by 
mistake, gave to Bonaparte the report of. him instead of 
that intended for him. Bonaparte began to read: “Yes- 
terday, at nine o’clock, the Emperor acted the complete 
part of a madman ; he • swore, stamped, kicked, foamed, 
roared” — here poor Ducroux threw himself .at Bonaparte’s 
feet, and called for mercy for the terrible blunder he had 
committed. “ For whom,” asked Bonaparte, “ did you in- 
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tend this treasonable correspondence? I suppose it i> 
composed for some English or Russian agent, for 1’itt cr 
for Marcoff How long have jou conspired with m) 
enemies, and where are jour accomplices?’— ‘lor Gods 
sake, hear me, Sire,” prajed Ducroux “Your Wijestja 
enemies have alwajs been mine. Ihe report is for one 
of jour best friends, but were I to mention his name, ht 
will ruin me* — “Speak out, or >ou die* vociferated 
Bonaparte — ‘ Well, Sire, it is for Touche — for nobod) 
else but touche’ Bonaparte then rang the bell for 
Duroc, whom he ordered to see Ducroux shut up in a 
dungeon, and afterwards to send for touche The minuter 
denied all knowledge of Ducroux, who, after undergoing 
several tortures, expiated his blunder upon the rack 
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LETTER XXII 


Paris, August, 1805. 

‘ My Lord, — The Pope, during his stay here, rose 
regularly every morning at five o’clock, and went to bed 
every night before ten. The first hours of' the day be 
passed in prayers, breakfasted after the Mass was over, 
transacted business till one, and dined at two. Between 
three and four he took his siesta , or nap ; afterwards he 
attended the vespers, and when they were over, he passed 
an hour with the Bonapartes, or admitted to his presence 
some members of the clergy. The day was concluded, as 
it was begun, with some hours of devotion. 

Had Pius VII. possessed the character of a Pius VI., 

he would never have crossed the Alps ; or had he been 

gifted with the spirit and talents of Sextus V. or Leo X., 

he would never have entered France to crown Bonaparte, 

without previously stipulating for himself that he should be 

put into possession of the sovereignty of Italy. You can 

* 

form no idea what great stress was laid on this act of his 
Holiness by the Bonaparte family, and what sacrifices were 
destined to be made had any serious and obstinate resist- 
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ance been apprehended Threats were, indeed, emplowd 
personall} against the Pope, and babes distnbuted to tK 
refractor} members of the Sacred College , but it va> no 
secret, either here or at Milan, that Cardinal Fesch had 
cnrtt blanche with regard to the restoration of all provinces 
seized, since the war, from the Holj See, or full temwnl 
indemnities in their place, at the expense of Naples and 
1 uscany , and, indeed, whatever the Roman Pontiff ha> 
lost in Ital) has been taken from him b) Ponapatte alone, 
and the apparent generostt) which jjoIicj and ambition 
required, would, therefore, have nicrel} ban an .act of 
justice Confiding foohslil) in the honour and rt h'u 't of 
Napoleon, without an> other secunt} than the assertion of 
Pcsch, Pius VII , within a fortnight’s sta> in Prance, found 
the great difference between the promises held out to hiri 
when residing as a Sovereign at Rome, and their accon* 
plishnient whtn he had so far forgotten himself and 
sacred digmt} as to inhabit as a guest the castle of t <* 
Tmfcnes. 

Pius \ II mentioned, the dav after his amvaJ a" 

1 ontaineblcau, that it would he .a gratification to ho o"' 1 
subjects were he enabled to communicate to tkm 1 * 
rt flotation of the former tvrlt Mistical domains a ' * /' 
ipf/ of I he KmjKror of the I rench, at their first conserve** 
as the> would then lie as will convinced of N’apnlo"* 
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good faith as he was himself. In answer, his Holiness was 
informed that the Emperor was unprepared then to discuss 
political subjects, being totally occupied with the thoughts 
how to entertain worthily his high visitor, and to acknow- 
ledge becomingly the great honour done and the great 
happiness conferred on him by such a visit. As soon as 
the ceremony of the coronation was over, everything, iic 
hoped , would be arranged to the reciprocal satisfaction of 
both parties. 

About the middle of last December, Bonaparte was 
again asked to fix a day when the points of negotiation 
between him and the Pope could be discussed and settled. 
Cardinal Caprara, who made this demand, was referred to 
Talleyrand, who denied having yet any instructions, though 
in daily expectation of them. Thus the time went on 
until February, when Bonaparte informed the Pope of his 
determination to assume the crown of Italy, and of some 
hew changes necessary in consequence on the other side 
of the Alps. 

Either seduced by caresses, or blinded by his unac- 
countable partiality for Bonaparte, Pius VII., if left to 
himself, would not only have renounced all his former 
claims, but probably have made new sacrifices to this idol 
of his infatuation. Fortunately, his counsellors were wiser 
and less deluded, otherwise the remaining patrimony of 
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St Peter might now ha\c constituted a part of Napoleons 
inheritance in It'll) ‘ Am I not Hot) lather * exelnmd 
the 1 mperor frcquentl) “)our son, the work of a-our 
hand? And if the pages of htstor) assign me an) gtorj 
must it not be shared with )ou — or rather, do jou not 
share it with me? Anj thing that impedes m) successes 
or makes the continuance of m) power uncertain or 
hazardous reflects on >oti and is dangerous to >ou With 
me jou will shme or be obscured nsc or fall Coull 
>ou therefore hesttate (were I to demonstrate to pu th 
neccssit) of such a measure) to remoa e the Papal to 
Augnon where it formed) was and continued for eentunc' 
and to enlarge the limits of m> kingdom of Italj with th 
I cclesiastical States 3 Can \ou bcheic m> throne at Mtftn 
safe as long as it is not the Mai i throne of Ihb ? Ik 
>ou expect to goaern at Rome when I cease to re gnat 
Milan 3 No Hoi) l athcr the Pontiff who placed the 
crown on m> head should it be shaken will fill to *w 
no more If wlnt Cardinal Caprara said can Ik? depen lc*l 
upon Bonaparte frcquentl) used to intimidate or fl*tt < 
the Pope m this manner 

l he representations of C ardmal Caprara chi* '*1 
Napoleon s first intention of being tgvn crowned I ' 1 
lope as a King of Itah His craft) I tnmcnrt r^f^’ 
tint according to the 1 mperor own declaration »t * ' 
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not intended that the crowns of France and Italy should 
continue united. But were he to cede one supremacy 
confirmed by the sacred hands of a Pontiff, the partisans 
of the Bourbons, or the factions in France, would then 
take advantage to diminish in the opinion of the people 
his right and the sacredness of his Holiness, and perhaps 
make even the crown of the French empire unstable. He 
did not deny that Charlemagne was crowned by a Pontiff 
in Italy, but this ceremony was performed at Rome, where 
that Prince was proclaimed an Emperor of the Holy 
Roman and German empires, as well as a King of Lom- 
bardy and. Italy. Might not circumstances turn out so 
favourably for Napoleon the First that he also might be 
inaugurated an Emperor of the Germans as well as of the 
French? This last compliment, or prophecy , as Bonaparte’s 
courtiers call it (what a prophet a Caprara!) had the desired 
effect, as it flattered equally Napoleon’s ambition and vanity. 
For fear, -however, of Talleyrand and other anti-Catholic 
counsellors, who wanted him to consider the Pope merely 
as his first almoner, and to treat him as all other persons 
of his household, his Eminence sent his Holiness as soon 
' as possible packing for Rome. Though I am neither a 
Cardinal nor a prophet, should you and I live twenty years 
longer, and the other Continental Sovereigns not alter their 
present incomprehensible conduct, I can, without any risk, 


VOL. i 


n 



1 62 


THE SECRET HISTORY OF 


predict that we shall see Rome salute the second Charle- 
magne an Emperor of the Hoi) Roman Empire, if before 
that time death does not put a period to his encroach 
ments and gigantic plans 
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LETTER XXIII 


Paris, August , 1805. 

My Lord, — No sovereigns have, since the Revolution, 
displayed more grandeur of soul, and evinced more firmness 
of character, than the present King and Queen of Naples. 
Encompassed by a revolutionary volcano more dangerous 
than the physical one, though disturbed at home and 
defeated abroad, they have neither been disgraced nor 
dishonoured. They have, indeed, with all other Italian 
princes, suffered territorial and pecuniary losses ; but these 
were not yielded through cowardice or treachery, but en- 
forced by an absolute necessity, the consequence of the 
desertion or inefficacy of allies. 

But their Sicilian Majesties have been careful, as much 
as they were able, to exclude from their councils both 
German Illuminati and Italian philosophers. Their principal 
minister, Chevalier Acton, has proved himself worthy of the 
confidence with which his Sovereigns have honoured him, 
and of the hatred with which he has been honoured by 
all revolutionists — the natural and irreconcilable enemies of 
all legitimate sovereignty. 


11 — 2 
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Che\ alier Acton is the son of an Irish physician who 
first was established at Besan^on in Trance, and afterward' 
at Leghorn in Italv He is indebted for his present 
elevation to his own ment and to the penetration of th 
Queen of Sardinia, vs ho discovered m him, when yocn;. 
those qualities which have since distinguished him as n 
faithful counsellor and an able minister As loyal as wne 
he was, from 1789, an enemy to the French Revolulo* 
He easily foresaw that the specious promise of regencraw 
held out by impostors or fools to delude the ignorant th* 
credulous and the weak, would end in that univuul 
corruption and general overthrow which we s.tn*e have 
witnessed, and the effects of which our granJchtfvHn wi' 
mourn 

When our Republic, in April, 1792, declared war a-taim* 
Austria, and when in the September following, the donumc '» 
of his Sardinian Majesty were invaded by our troop , t*’ - 
neutrality of Naples continued, and was acknowledged l 
our Government On the r6th of December followin’ c- 
flect from Toulon, however, cast anchor in the f 
Naples, and a grenadier of the name o r iVevile *■** 
landed as an ambassador of the I rench RcpJb 1 1 * •* ^ 
threatened a bombardment m case the dc iund< he T 
suited «n a note were not acceded to within twe" » f ' 
hours Being attacked m time of peace, anl takci l 
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surprise, the Court of Naples was unable to make any 
resistance, and Chevalier Acton informed our grenadier 
ambassador that this note had been laid before his 
Sovereign, who had ordered him to sign an agreement in 
consequence. 

When in February, 1 793, the King of Naples was 
obliged, for his own safety, to join the league against 
France, Acton concluded a treaty with your country, and 
informed the Sublime Forte of the machinations of our 
Committee of Public Safctv in sending De Semonville as 
an ambassador to Constantinople, which, perhaps, prevented 
the Divan from attacking Austria, and occasioned the 
capture and imprisonment of our emissary. 

Whenever our Covernment has, by the success of our 
arms, been enabled to dictate to Naples, the removal of 
Acton has been insisted upon ; but though he has ceased 
to transact business ostensibly as a minister, his influence 
has always, and deservedly, continued unimpaired, and he 
still enjoys the just confidence and esteem of his Prince. 

But is his Sicilian Majesty equally well represented at 
the Cabinet of St. Cloud as served in his own capital? 
I have told you before that Bonaparte is extremely par- 
ticular in his acceptance of foray 1 diplomatic agents, and 
admits none near his person wF mi he does not believe to 
be well inclined to him. / 
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Marquis de Gallo the ambassador of the King of the 
I wo Sicilies to the Emperor of the I rench is no novice 
m the diplomatic career His Sovereign has emplo) ed hin 
for these fifteen jears m the most delicate nego lations, 
and nominated him in Maj, 1795 a minister of the Forcgn 
Department, and a successor of Chevalier Acton an honojr 
which he declined In the summer and autumn 179; 
Marquis de Gallo assisted at the conferences it Ud nc 
and signed with the Austrian plcmpotentnnes the Diet of 
Campo Formio on the 17th of October 1797 

During 179S 1799 and 1S00 he resided as Neapolitan 
ambassador at Vienna, and was again entrusted bv h s 
Sovereign with several important transactions wath Austro 
and Russia \fter a peace had been agreed to Ik wan 
trance and the Two Sicilies in March 1S01 anl th 
( ourt of Naples had even reason to fear and of cou P 
please, the Court of St Cloud he obtained lits l res r 
appointment and is one of the few foreign atnba '-a f 
here who lias escaped lioth Bonaparte s frt iff adn or 1 a 11 ' 
in the diplo natic circle and public lectures m Ma br 
Bonaparte s drawing room ^ 

This escape is so much the mo r c fartui a!t at 1 s 
guhr as our Government vs fvr from King con ea‘ * 
the tm/'itiws spirit (as Bonaparte call-, it) o f t! <• C*' * 
ment of Naples which considering its pecan is 'cl « 1 
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fecblcd state, with a French army in the heart of the 
kingdom, has resisted our attempts and insults with a 
courage and dignity that demand our admiration. 

It is said that the Marquis de Gallo is not entirely 
free from some taints of modern philosophy, and that he, 
therefore, does not consider the consequences of our inno- 
vations so fatal as most loyal men judge them : nor thinks 
a saas-aihffc Emperor more dangerous to civilised society 
than a scms-culoiic sovereign people. 

It is evident from the names and rank of its partisans 
that the Revolution of Naples : n 1791; was different in 
many respects from that of every other country in Europe ; 
for, although the political convulsions seem to have origin- 
ated among the middle classes of the community, the 
extremes of society were everywhere else made to act 
against each other: the rabble being the first to triumph, 
and the nobles to succumb. Bui here, on the contrary, 
the / azzaroni , composed of the lowest portion of the popula- 
tion of a luxurious capital, appear to have been the most 
strenuous, and, indeed, almost the only supporters of 
royalty ; while the great families, instead of being indig- 
nant at novelties which levelled them, in point of political 
rights, with the meanest subject, eagerly embraced the 
opportunity of altering that form of government which 
alone made them great. It is, however, but justice to say 
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that, though Marquis de Gallo gamed the good gnces oi 
Bonaparte and of France m 1797, he was never, dirccth 
or indirecti}, inculpated in the revoJutromr} transactions 
of his countrymen m 1799, when he resided at \ienna, 
and indeed, after all, it is not improbable that he dt guides 
his real sentiments the better to scr\e his country and lv 
that means has imposed on Bonaparte and acquired l is 
favour 

The address and manners of a courtier are allowed 
Marquis de Gallo b> all who know him, though few adm 

that he possesses talents as a statesman He 1* said 

to have read a great deal, to possess a good memor) a"d 

no bad judgment, but that, notwithstindmg this, all hs 

knowledge is superficial, ahquid m omnibus <t nihil mil 
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LETTER XXIV 


Paris, . 7 itgtrsf, 1S05. 

Mv Loud,-- You have perhaps heard that Napoleon 
Bonaparte, with all his brothers and sisters, was last 
Christmas married by the Pope nccoiding to the Roman 
Catholic rite, being previously only united according to 
the municipal laws of the French Republic, which con- 
sider marriage only as a civil contract. During the two 
last months of his- Holiness’s residence here, hardly a day 
passed that he was not petitioned to perform the same cere- 
mony for our conscientious grand functionaries and courtiers, 
which he, however, according to the Emperor's desire , 
declined. But his Cardinals were not under t he same 
restrictions, and to an attentive observer who has watched 
the progress of the Revolution and not lost sight of its 
actors, nothing could appear more ridiculous, nothing could 
inspire more contempt of our versatility and inconsistency, 
than to remark among the foremost to demand the nuptial 
benediction, a Talleyrand, a Fouche, a Real, an Augereau, 
a Chaptal, a Reubel, a Lasnes, a Bessieres, a Thuriot, a 
Treilhard, a Merlin, with a hundred other equally notorious 
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revolutionists, who were, twelve or fifteen jears ago, no* 
only the first to declaim against religious ceremonies as 
ridiculous, but against religion itself as useless, whose 
motnes produced, and whose votes sanctioned, those de- 
crees of the legislature which proscribed the worship, 
together with its pnests and sectaries But then the fashion 
of barefaced infidelity was as much the order of the da) as 
that of external sanctit) is at present I leave to casuists 
the decision whether to the morals of the people, naked 
atheism, exposed with all its deformities, is more or less 
hurtful than concealed atheism, covered with the garb of 
piet> , but for m) part I think the noon-da) murderer less 
guilt) and much less detestable than the midnight assassin 
who stabs in the dark 

A hundred anecdotes are dail) related of our new 
saints and fashionable devotees The) would be laughable 
were the) not scandalous and contemptible did the) not 
add duplicity to our other vices 

Bonaparte and his wife go now ever) morning to hear 
Mass, and on every Sunda> or holtdaj the) regularl) attend 
\t \espers, when, of course, all those who wish to be dis 
tinguished for their piety or rewarded for their flatter) 
never neglect to be present In the evtwvwg of ' 3St 
Christmas Day, the imperial chapel was, as usual earl) 
crowded in expectation of Their Majesties, when the 
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chamberlain, Salmatoris, rnteted. ami said i<> the captain of 


the mtard. loud enough to b 

c hcaul 1 

>y the audience. 

“The 

Ktnperor and the Kmprcss 

have just 

resohed not to 

come 

here to-night, 11 is Majesty 

being cn 

gaged by some 

tinex 

pected business, and the 

Kmpicss 

not wishing to 

come 

without her consort." In 

ten minutes the chape! 

1 was 


emptied of every person but tin- guards, the priests, and 
three old women who had now hi ie else to pass an horn. 
At the arrival of our Sovereigns, they were astonished at 
die unusual vacancy, and indignantly icgardcd each other. 
After vespers were over, one of 15onap.it tc’s spies informed 
him of the cause, when, instead of punishing the despic 
able and hypocritical courtiers, or showing* them any signs 
of his displeasure, he ordered Salmatoris under arrest, who 
would have experienced a complete disgrace had not his 
friend Duroc interfered and made his peace. 

At another time, on a Sunday. Kouehc entered the 
chapel in the midst of the service, and whispered to 
Bonaparte, who immediately beckoned to his lord - in - 
waiting and to Duroc. These both left the imperial chapel, 
and returning in a few minutes at the head of live 
grenadiers, entered the grand gallery, generally frequented 
. by the most scrupulous devotees, and seized every book. 
The cause of this domiciliary visit was an anonymous 
communication received by the minister of police, stating, 
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tbit libels ag-unst the imperial family, bound m the form 
of Prayer Books bid been placed there such hbeL 
ixert, however, found , but of one hundred and sixty pre- 
tended breuanes, twenty -eight nett, volumes of novels 
sixteen of poem* and ele\en of indecent books It is not 
nectscarv to add that the proprietors of these (ififiing 
norks ntkr reclaimed them The opinions are divided 
hen. whether this cunous discovery originated in the malice 
of louche, or whether Tallevrand took this method of 
duping his rival and at the same time of gratifying his 
own malignity Certain it is, that Touche was severeh 
reprimanded for the transaction and that Bonaparte was 
highly offended at the disclosure 

1 he common people and the middle classes, are 
neither so ostentatiously devout, nor so basely penerk- 
I he\ go to church as to the play, to gape at others, o r 
to be stared at themselves to pass the time^ and to 
vdrnire the show and they do not conceal that such i> 
the object of their attendance. Their indifference about 
futurity equals their ignorance of religious duties. Otf 
revolutionary charlatans have as much brutalized thor 
understanding as corrupted their hearts. They heard the 
t.rand Mass said by the Pope with the same feelings as . 
they formerly heard Xobesprem. proclaim himself a 
priest of a supreme Being and the\ looked at the 
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processions with the same insensibility as they once saw 
the daily caravans of victims passing for execution. 

Even in Bonaparte’s own guard, and among the officers 
of his household troops, several examples of rigour were 
necessary before they would go to any place of worship, 
or suffer in their corps any almoners : but now, after being 
drilled into a belief of Christianity, they march to the Mass 
as to a parade or to a review. With any other people, 
Bonaparte would not so easily have changed in two years 
the customs of twelve, and forced military men to kneel 
before priests, whom they but the- other day were en- 
couraged to hunt and massacre like wild beasts. 

On the day of the Assumption of the Holy Virgin, a 
company of gendarmes d’Elite, headed by their officers, 
received publicly, and by o?-ders, the sacrament : when 
the Abbe Frelaud approached Lieutenant Ledoux, he 
fell into convulsions, and was carried into the sacristy. 
After being a little recovered, he looked round him, as if 
afraid that some one would injure him, .and said to the 
Grand Vicar Clauset, who enquired the cause of his 
accident and terror : “ Good God ! that man who gave me, 
on the 2nd of September, 1792, in the convent of the 
Carenes, the five wounds from which I still suffer, is 
now an officer, and was about to receive the sacrament 
from my hands.” When this occurrence was reported to 
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Bonaparte, Ledouv was dismissed , but Abbe Frelaud was 
transported, and the Grand Vicar Clauset sent to the 
Temple, for the scandal their indiscretion had caused 
This act was certainly as unjust towards him .who was 
bajoneted at the altar, as towards those who sened the 
altar under the protection of the bajonets 
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LETTER XXV 

Paris, August , 1805. 

My Lord, — Although the seizure of Sir George Rum- 
bold might in your country, as well as everywhere else, 
inspire indignation, it could nowhere justly excite surprise. 
We had crossed the Rhine seven months before to seize 
the Duke of Enghien ; and when any prey invited, the 
passing of the Elbe was only a natural consequence of the 
.former outrage, of audacity on our part, and of endurance 
or indifference on the part of other Continental States. 

, i 

Talleyrand’s note at Aix-la-Chapelle had also informed 
Europe that we had adopted a new and military diplomacy, 
and, in confounding power with right, would respect no 
privileges at variance with our ambition, interest or sus- 
picions, or any independence it was thought useful or 
convenient for us to invade. 

It was reported here, at the time, that Bonaparte was 
much offended with General Frere, who commanded this 
political expedition, for permitting Sir George’s servant to' 
accompany his master, as Louche and Real had already 
tortures prepared and racks waiting, and after forcing your 



176 


THE SECRET HISTORY 01 


agent to speak out, would have announced his sudden death 
either by his own hands or by a coup de sang, before an) 
Prussian note could require his release The known 
morality of our Government must have removed all doubts 
of the veracity of this assertion , a man might, besides, 
from the fatigues of a long journey or from other causes 
expire suddenly , but the exit of two, in the same circum 
stances, would have been thought at least extraordinary 
even by our friends and suspicious by our enemies 

The official declaration of Rheinhard (our minister 
to the Circle of Lower Saxon j) to the Senate at Ham 
burg, in which he disavowed all knowledge on the subject 
of the capture of Sir George Rumbold, occasioned his 
disgrace This man, a subject of the Elector of urtem 
berg by birth is one of the negative accomplices of the 
criminals of France, who, since the Revolution have 
desolated Europe He began in 1792 his diplomatic 
career, under Chauvehn and Talleyrand in London, an 
has since been the tool of every faction in power 1° 
1796 he was appointed a minister to the Hanse Tor ns 
and, without knowing why was hailed as the point of 
rally to all the philosophers, philanthropists, Illuminati 2 nd 
other revolutionary amateurs, with which the North of 
German), Poland Denmark and Sweden then abounded 
A citizen of Hamburg — or rather, of the a arid —of the 
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name of Seveking, bestowed on him the hand of a sister : 
and though he is not accused of avarice, some of the 
contributions extorted by our Government from the neutral 
Hanse Towns are said to have been left behind in his 
coffers instead of being forwarded to this capital. Either 
on this account, or for some other reason, he was recalled 
from Hamburg in January, 1707, and remained unemployed 
until the latter part of 179S, when he was sent- as minister 
to Tuscany. 

When, in the summer of 1 799. Talleyrand was forced 
by the Jacobins to resign his place as a minister of the 
Foreign Department, he had the adroitness to procure 
Rheinhard to be nominated his successor, so that, though 
no longer nominally the minister, he still continued to 
influence the decisions of our Government as much as if 
still in office, because, though not without parts, Rheinhard 
has neither energy of character nor consistency of conduct. 
He is so much accustomed, and wants so much to be 
governed, that in 1796, at Hamburg, even the then 
emigrants, Madame de Genlis and General Valence, directed 
him when he was not ruled or dictated to by his wife or 
brother-in-law. 

In 1800, Bonaparte sent him as a representative to the 
Helvetian Republic, and in 1802, again to Hamburg, where 
he was last winter superseded by Bourrienne, and ordered 
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to an inferior station at the Electoral Court at Dresden 
Rheinhnrd mill nev er become one of those dating diplo- 
matic banditti whom revolutionary governments always em 
ploy in preference He has some moral principles, and, 
though not religious, is rather scrupulous He would 
certainly sooner resign than undertake to remove b) poison 
or by the steel of a bravo, a rival of his own or a person 
obnoxious to hts employers He would never, indeed betray 
the secrets of hts Government if he understood they intended 
to rob a despatch or to stop a messenger, but no allure- 
ments whatever would induce him to head the parties 
perpetrating these acts of our modern diplomacy 

Our present minister at Hamburg (Boumenne) is ftr 
from being so nice \ revolutionist from the beginning of 
the Revolution, he shared, with the partisans of La Fayette, 
imprisonment under Robespierre, and escaped death only 
by emigration Recalled afterwards by his friend the late 
Director (Barras), he acted as a kind of secretary to him 
until 1796, when Bonaparte demanded him, having known 
him at the military college During all Bonaparte s cam 
paigns in Italy, Egypt, and Syria, he was his sole and 
confidential secretary — a situation which he lost in 1S0 , 
when Talleyrand denounced his corruption and cupidity 
because he had mailed him in speculating jn ^e ^ un< k 
and profiting by the information which his place afforded 
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him. He was then made a counsellor of state, but in 
1803 he was involved in the fraudulent bankruptcy of one 
of our- principal houses to the amount ‘of a million of livr'es 
— ^’42,000' — and, from his correspondence with it, some 
reasons appeared to suspect that he frequently had com- 
mitted a breach of confidence against his master, who, after 
erasing his name from among the counsellors of state, had 
him conveyed a prisoner to the Temple, where he remained 
six months. A small volume, called Le Livre Rouge of 
the Consular Court, made its appearance about that time, 
and contained some articles which gave Bonaparte reason 
to suppose that Bourrienne was its author. On being 
questioned by the grand judge Regnier and the minister 
Fouche, before whom he was carried, he avowed that he 
had written it, but denied that he had any intention of 
making it public. As to its having found its way to the 
press during his confinement, that could only be ascribed 
to the ill-will or treachery of those police agents who in- 
spected his papers and put their seals upon them. “Tell 
Bonaparte,” said he, “that, had I been inclined to injure 
him in the public opinion, I should not have stooped to 
such trifles as Lc Livre Rouge , while I have deposited with 
a friend his original orders, letters, and other curious docu- 
ments as materials for an edifying history of our military 
hospitals during the campaigns of Italy and Syria — all 
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authentic testimonies of his humamt) and tenderness for 
the wounded and djmg French soldiers ’ 

After the answers of this interrogator) had been bid 
before Bonaparte, his brother Joseph was sent to the 
Temple to negotiate with Boumenne, who was offered his 
hbertv and a prefecture if he would give up all the onginal 
papers that, as a private secretai), he had had opportunity 
to collect “These papers,” answered Boumenne, ‘ are nty 
onl) securit) against jour brother's wrath and his assassin*. 
Were I weak enough to deliver them up to-da), to-morrow 
probabl) I should no longer be counted among the hung 
but I have now taken mj measures so effectual ty that, were 
I murdered to-daj, these originals would be pnnted to- 
morrow If Napoleon does not confide in tnj word of 
honour, he maj trust to an assurance of discretion with 
which mj own interest is neirl) connected If he suspects 
me of having wronged him he is convinced also of the 
eminent services I have rendered him, sufficient sure!' to 
outweigh his present suspicion Let him again emplo) me 
m an) post worth) of him and of me, and he shall «ooa 
see how much I wall endeavour to regain his confidence. 

Short!) afterwards Boumenne was released and a 
pension, equal to the salarj of a counsellor of state, wa* 
granted him until some suitable place became vacant At 
Champagn) s being appointed a minister of the Home fh 
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partment, the embassy at Vienna was demanded by 
Bourrienne, but refused, as previously promised to La 
Rochefoucauld, our late minister at Dresden. When 
Rheinhard, in a kind of disgrace, was transferred to that 
relatively insignificant post, Bourrienne was .ordered, with 
extensive instructions, to Hamburg. The Senate soon 
found the difference between a timid and honest minister, 
and an unprincipled and crafty intriguer. New loans 
were immediately required from Hanover ; but hardly 
were these acquitted, than fresh extortions were insisted 
on. In some secret conferences Bourrienne is, however, 
said to have hinted that some douceurs were expected for 
alleviating the rigour of his instructions. This hint has, no 
doubt, been taken, because he suddenly altered his con- 
duct, and instead of hunting the purses of the Germans, 
pursued the persons of his emigrated countrymen ; and, in 
a memorial, demanded the expulsion of all Frenchmen who 
were not registered and protected by him, under pretence 
that every one of them who declined the honour of being 
a subject of Bonaparte, must be a traitor against the French 
Government and his country. 

Bourrienne is now stated to have connected himself 
with several stock-jobbers, both in Germany, Holland and 
England ; and already to have pocketed considerable sums 
by such connections. It is, however, not to be forgotten 
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that several houses have been ruined m this capital by 
the profits allowed him, who always refused to share their 
losses , but, whatever were the consequences, enforced to 
its full amount the payment of that value which he chose 
to set on his communications 

A place in France would, no doubt, have been pre- 
ferable to Boumenne, particularly one near the person 
of Bonaparte But if nothing else prevented the accom 
phshment of his wishes, his long familiarity with all the 
Bonapartes, whom he always treated ns equals, and c\en 
now (with the exception of Napoleon) does not think his 
superiors, will long remain an insurmountable barrier 

I cannot comprehend how Bonaparte (who is certainly 
no bad judge of men) could so long confide in Bourrtenne, 
who, with the usual presumption of m) countrymen, i> 
continually boasting to a degree that borders on indis 
cretion , and, by an artful questioner, may easily be led 
to overstep those bounds Most of the particulars of his 
quarrel with Napoleon I heard him relate himself, as 3 
proof of his great consequence, in a company of forty in 
dividuals, many of whom were unknown to him 

On the first discovery which Bonaparte .made of 
Bournenne’s infidelity, Talleyrand complimented him upon 
not having suffered more from it “Do you not «ee, 
answered Bonaparte, “it is also one of the extraordinary 
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gifts of my extraordinary good fortune? Even traitors are 
unable to betray me. Plots respect me as much as 
bullets.” I need not tell you that Fortune is the sole 
divinity sincerely worshipped by Napoleon. 


! 
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LETJER \XVI 


Paris, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — Joseph Bonaparte leads a much more 
retired life, and sees less company, than any of his brothers 
or sisters Except the members of his own family, he but 
seldom invites any guests, nor has Madame Joseph those 
regular assemblies and circles which Madame Napoleon 
and Madame Louis Bonaparte have His hospitality is, 
however, greater at his country seat Morfontame, than at 
his hotel here Those whom he itkes, or does not nns 
trust (who, by the bye, are very few), may visit him without 
much formality in the country, and prolong their stay 
according to their own nvimation or discretion , but they 
must com e without their servants, or send them way on 
their arrival 

As soon as an agreeable visitor presents himself, it ,s 
the etiquette of the house to consider him as nn inmate, 
but to allow him at the same time a perfect liberty to 
dispose of his hours and his person as suits his con 
vemence or caprice In this extensive and superb mansion 
1 suite of apartments is assigned him, with a valct-d^ 
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chambre, a lackey, a coachman, a groom, and a jockey, 
all under his own exclusive command. He has allotted 
him a chariot, a gig, and riding horses, if he prefers such 
an exercise. A catalogue is given him of the library of 
the chateau ; and every morning he is informed what 
persons compose the company at breakfast, dinner, and 
supper, and of the hours of these' different repasts. A bill 
of fare is at the same time presented to him, and he is 
asked to point out those dishes to which he gives the 
preference, and to declare whether he chooses to join the 
company or to be served in his own rooms. 

During the summer season, players from the different 
theatres of Paris are paid to perform three times in the 
week ; and each guest, according to the period of his 
arrival, is asked in his turn, to command either a comedy 
or a tragedy, a farce or a ballet. Twice in the week 
concerts are executed by the first performers of the opera- 
bouffe ; and twice in the week invitations to tea-parties are 
sent to some of the neighbours, or accepted from them. 

Besides four billiard-tables, there are other gambling- 
tables for Rouge et Noir, Trente et Quarante, Faro, La 
Roulette, Birribi, and other games of hazard. The bankers 
are young men from Corsica, to whom Joseph, who 
advances the money, allows all the gain, while he alone 
suffers the loss. Those who are inclined may play from 
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morning till mghti and from night till morning, without 
interruption, as no one interferes Should Joseph hear that 
an) person has been too severel) treated b) Fortune, or 
suspects that he has not much cash remaining, some 
rouleaux of napoleons d’or are placed on the table of his 
dressing room, which he ma> use or leave untouched, as he 
judges proper 

The hours of Joseph Bonaparte are neither so late as 
jours in England, nor so earl) as the) were former!) in 
Trance Breakfast is read) served at ten o’clock, dinner at 
four, and supper at nine Before midnight he retires to 
bed with his famil), but visitors do as the) like and follow 
their own usual hours, and their servants are obliged to wait 
for them 

When an) business calls Joseph aw a), either to preside 
in the Senate here, or to tra>el in the provinces, he notices 
it to the visitors telling them at the same time not to dis 
place themselves on account of his absence, but wait till 
his return, as the> would not observe an) difference in the 
economj of his house, of which Madame Joseph alwa>* 
does the honours, or, in her absence, some lad) appointed 
b> her 

Last jear, when Joseph first assumed a mihtarj rank, 
he passed nearl) four months with the arm) of England on 
the coast or in Brabant On his return, all hts visitors 
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were gone, except a young poet of the name of Montaigi 

i 

who does not want genius, but who is rather too fond 
the bottle. Joseph is considered the best gourmet or cc 
noisseur in liquors and wines of this capital, and Montaig 
found his champagne and burgundy so excellent that 
never once went. to bed, that he was not heartily intoxicate 
But the best of the story is that he employed his mornin 
in composing a poem holding out to abhorrence the d 
gusting vice of drunkenness, and presented it to Josep 
requesting permission to dedicate it to him when publishe 
To those who have read it, or only seen extracts from 
the compilation appears far from being contemptible, b 
Joseph still keeps the copy, though he has made the auth 
* a present of one hundred napoleons d’or, and procur 
him a place of an amanuensis in the chancellory of t 
Senate, having resolved never to accept any dedicatic 
but wishing also not to hurt the feelings of the author 
a refusal. 

In a chateau where so many visitors of licentious ai 
depraved morals meet, of both sexes, and where such , 
unlimited liberty reigns, intrigues must occur, and have 
course not seldom furnished materials for the scandalo 
chronicle. Even Madame Joseph herself has either bei 
gallant or calumniated. Report says that to the nocturn 
assiduities of Eugenius de Beauharnais and of Colonel 
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Tond Blannc she is exclusively indebted for the honour of 
maternity, and that these two rivals even fought a duel 
concerning the right of paternity Eugeni us de Beauharnats 
never was a great favourite with Joseph Bonaparte, whose 
reserved manners and prudence form too great a contrast 
to his noisy and blundering way to accord .with each other 
Before he set out for Italy, it was well known in our 
fashionable circles that he had been interdicted the house 
of his uncle, and that no reconciliation took place, notwuh 
standing the endeavours of Madame Napoleon To humble 
him so much the more, Joseph even nominated la Fond 
Blaniac an equerry to his wife, who therefore easily con 
soled herself for the departure of her dear nephew 

The husband of Madame Miot (one , of Madame ' 
Joseph’s ladies in waiting) was not so patient, nor such a 
philosopher as Joseph Bonaparte Some charitable person 
having reported in the compan) of a bonne anue of Miot, 
that his wife did not pass her nights in solitude, but that 
she sought consolation among the man) gallants and dis 
engaged visitors at Morfontaine, he determined to surprise 
her It was past eleven o’clock at night when his arrival 
was announced to Joseph, who had just retired to his closet 
Madame Miot had been m bed ever since nine, ill of a 
migraine, and her husband was too affectionate not to be 
the first to inform her of his presence, without permitting 
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anybody previously to disturb her. With great reluctance, 
Madame Miot's maid delivered the key of her rooms, 
while she accompanied him with a light. In the ante- 
chamber he found a hat and a great-coat, and in the 
closet adjoining the bed-room, a coat, a waistcoat, and a 
pair of breeches, with drawers, stockings, and slippers. 
Though the maid kept coughing all the time, Madame Miot 
and her gallant did not awake from their slumber, till the 
enraged husband began to use the bludgeon of the lover, 
which had also been left in the closet. A battle then 


ensued, in which the lover retaliated *-0 vigorously, that the 
husband called out '‘Murder! murder l’ - with all his might, 
'file chateau was instantly in an uproar, and the apart 
ments crowded with half dre— ed and half naked lovers. 
Joseph Ilonapr.rte alone va>» aide to separate the com- 
batants : and enquiring the «au*-e of the riot, assured tr.em 
that he would .suffer no -vandal and no intrigue-, in hh 
house, without seriou-lv re-enting it. An explanation being 
made. Madame Miot was looked for but in vain : and the 
maid declared that, neinu warned by a le.ter .rom Pan- 
of her husband'? jealousy and determination to surprise her. 
her mistres-, had reposed her -eT m her room. --- -- 
punish the ur.cene rouo so -pic: or, = of her nuaoanm -re .ore 
persuaded Contain d'HorteuiI to occup,- " — 


ovm bed. The maid had no sooner nnr-r.eo rer 
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than her mistress made her appearance and upbraided her 
husband severely, in which she was cordially joined by the 
spectators She enquired if, on seeing the dress of a 
gentleman, he had also discovered the attire of a female 
and she appealed to Captain d’Horteuil whether he had 
not the two preceding nights also slept m her bed To 
this he, of course, assented , adding that, had M Miot 
attacked him the first night, he would not then perhaps 
have been s d roughly handled as now , for then he was 
prepared for a visit, which this night was rather unexpected 
This connubial Farce ended by Miot begging pardon oF his 
wife and her gallant , the former of whom, after much 
entreaty by Joseph, at last consented to share with him 
her bed But being disfigured with two black eyes and 
suffering from several bruises, and also ashamed of his 
unfashionable behaviour, he continued mitsible for ten dajs 
afterwards, and returned to this city as he had left it, by 
stealth 

This Miot was a spy under Robespierre, and is a 
counsellor of state under Bonaparte Without bread, as well 
as without a home, he was, from the beginning of the 
Revolution, one of the most ardent patriots, and the first 
Republican minister in Tuscan) After the Sovereign of 
that country had, in 1793, joined the League, Miot relumed 
to France, and was, for his want of address to negotiate as 
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a minister, shut up to perform the part of a spy in the 
Luxembourg; then transformed into a prison for suspected 
persons. Thanks to his patriotism , upwards of two hundred 
individuals of both sexes were denounced, transferred to the 
Conciergerie prison, and afterwards guillotined. After that, 
until 1799, he continued so despised that no faction would 
accept him for an accomplice ; but in the November of 
that year, after Bonaparte had declared himself a First 
Consul, Miot was appointed a tribune, an office from which 
he was advanced, in 1802, to be a counsellor of state. As 
Miot squanders away his salary with harlots and in 
gambling - houses, and is pursued by creditors he neither 
will nor can pay, it was merely from charity that his wife 
was received among the other ladies of Madame Joseph 
Bonaparte’s household. 
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LETTER XWII 


Paris, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — Notwithstanding the ties of consanguinity 
honour, duty interest and gratitude, which bound the 
Spanish Bourbons to the cause of the Bourbons of Trance 
no monarch has rendered more service to the cause of 
rebellion, and done more harm to the cause of royalty than 
the King of Spain 

But here, again, jou must understand me When I 
speak of princes whose talents are known not to be brilliant, 
whose intellects are known to be feeble, and whose good 
intentions are rendered null b> a want of firmness of 
character or consistency of conduct , while I deplore their 
weakness and the consequent misfortunes of their contem 
poraries, I lay all the blame on their wicked or ignorant 
counsellors, because if no ministers were fools or traitors, 
no sovereigns would tremble on their thrones and no 
subjects dare to shake their foundation Had Providence 
blessed Charles IV of Spam with that judgment in seket 
ing lus ministers, and that constancj of persevering in his 
choice, as jour George III , had the helm of Spun been 
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in the firm and able hands of a Grenville, a Windham, 
and a Pitt, the Cabinet of Madrid would never have been 
oppressed by the yoke of the Cabinet of St. Cloud, nor 
paid a heavy tribute for its bondage, degrading as well as 
ruinous. 

“ This is the age .of upstarts,” said Talleyrand to his 
cousin, Prince de Chalais, who reproached him for an un- 
becoming Servility to low and vile personages; “and I 
prefer bowing to them to being trampled upon and crushed 
by them.” Indeed, as far as I remember, nowhere in 
history are hitherto recorded so many low persons who, 
from obscurity and meanness, have suddenly and at once 
attained rank and notoriety. Where do we read of such 
a numerous crew of upstart emperors, kings, grand pen- 
sionaries, directors, imperial highnesses, princes, field - 
marshals, generals, senators, ministers, governors, cardinals, 
See., as we now witness figuring upon the theatre of 
Europe, and who chiefly decide on the destiny of nations ? 
Among these, several are certainly to be found whose 
superior parts have made them worthy to pierce the crowd 
and to shake off their native mud ; but others again, and 
by far the greatest number of these novi homines , owe 
their present elevation to shameless intrigues or -atrocious 

A 

crimes. 

The prime minister — or rather, the viceroy of Spain, 

13 


VOL. I 



*94 THE SECRET HISTORY OF ’ 

the Prince of Peace — belongs to the latter class From 
a man in the ranks of the guards he was promoted to a 
general in chief, and from a harpplajer m ante-chambers to 
a president of the councils of a prince, and that within 
the short period of six years Such a fortune is not 
common , but to be absolutely without capacity as well as 
virtue, genius as well as good breeding, and, nevertheless, 
to continue m an elevation so little merited, and in a place 
formerly so subject to changes and so unstable, is a fortune 
that no upstart ever before experienced in Spam 

An intngue of his elder brother with the present 
Queen, then Princess of Astuna, which was discovered by 
the late King, introduced him first at Court as a harp- 
player, and, when his brother was exiled, he was entrusted 
with the correspondence of the Princess with her gallant 
After she had ascended the throne, he thought it more 
profitable to be the lover than the messenger, and con 
tnved therefore to supplant his brother in the rojal favour 
Promotions and nches were consequently heaped upon him, 
and, what is surprising, the more undisguised the partiality 
of the Queen was, the greater the attachment of the King 
displajed itself, and it has ever since been an emulation 
between the royal couple who should the most forget and 
vilify birth and supremacy by associating this man not only 
in the courtly pleasures, but m the functions of sovereignt) 
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Had he been gifted with sound understanding, or possessed 
any share of delicacy, generosity, or discretion, he would, 
while he profited by their imprudent condescension, have 
prevented them from exposing their weaknesses and frailties 
to a discussion and ridicule among courtiers, and from be- 
coming objects of humiliation and scandal among the people. 
He would have warned them of the danger which at all times 
attends the publicity of the foibles and vices of princes, but 
particularly in the present times of trouble and innovations. 
He would have told them : “ Make me great and wealthy, 
but not at the expense of your own grandeur or of the 
loyalty of your people. Do not treat a humble subject 
as an equal, nor suffer your Majesties, whom Providence 
destined' to govern a high-spirited nation, to be openly ruled 
by one born to obey. I am too dutiful not to lay aside 
my private vanity when the happiness of my King and the 
tranquillity of my fellow-subjects are at stake. I am already 
too high. In descending a little, I shall not only rise in 
the eyes of my contemporaries, .but in the opinion of pos- 
terity. Every step I am advancing undermines your throne. 
In retreating a little, if I do not strengthen, I can never 
injure it.” But I beg your pardon for this digression, and 
for putting the language of dignified reason into the mouth 
of a man as corrupt as he is imbecile. 

Do not suppose because the Prince of Peace is no 

13— 2 
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fnend of my nation that I am his enem> No' Had he 
show n himself a true patriot, a fnend of his own country 
and of bis too liberal Prince, or eien of monarch) in 
genera!, or of an) body else but himself— although I might 
have disapproved of his policy, if he. has an) — I would 
never have lashed the individual for the acts of the minister 
But >ou must have observed with me, that never before his 
administration was the Cabinet of Madrid worse conducted 
at home or more despised abroad , the Spanish Monarch 
more humbled or Spanish subjects more wretched, the 
Spanish power more dishonoured or the Spanish resources 
worse employed Never before the treat) with France of 
1796, cpncluded b) this wiseacre (which made him a Prince 
of Peace, and our Government the Sovereign of Spam), was 
the Spanish monarch) reduced to such a lamentable dilemma 
as to be forced into an expensive war without a cause, and 
into a disgraceful peace — not onl) unprofitable, but abso 
lately disadvantageous Never before were its treasures 
distributed among its oppressors to support their t) ratio) , 
nor its military and naval forces emplo)ed to fight the 
battles of rebellion The loyal subjects of Spam have onl) 
one hope left The delicate state of his present Majest)'s 
health does not promise a much longer continuance of his 
reign, and the Prince of Asturn is too well informed to 
endure the guidance of the most ignorant minister that 
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ever was admitted into the cabinet and confidence of a 
sovereign. It is more than probable that under a new 
reign the misfortunes of the Prince of Peace will inspire 
as much compassion as his rapid advancement has excited 
astonishment and indignation. 

A cabinet thus badly directed cannot be expected to 
have representatives abroad either of abilities or patriotism. 
The Admiral and ( leneral (iravina, who but lately left this, 
capital as an ambassador from the Court of Spain to assume 
the command of a Spanish fleet, is more valiant than wise, 
and more an enemy of your country than a friend of his 
own. Me is a profound admirer of Bonaparte’s virtues and 
successes, and was, during his residence, one of life most 
ostentatiously awkward courtiers of Napoleon the First. It 
is said that he has the modesty and loyalty to wish to 
become a Spanish Bonaparte, and that he promises to 
restore by his genius and exploits the lost lustre of the 
Spanish monarchy. When this was reported to Talleyrand, 
he smiled with contempt ; but when it was told to Bona- 
parte, lie stamped with rage at the impudence of the 
Spaniard in daring to associate his name of acquired and 
established greatness with his own impertinent schemes of 
absurdities and impossibilities. 

In the summer of 1793, Gravina commanded a division 
of the Spanish fleet in the Mediterranean, of which Admiral 
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Langara was the commander in chief At the capitulation 
of Toulon, after the combined English and Spanish forces 
had taken possession of it, when Rear Admiral Goodalf was 
declared governor, Gravina was made the commandant of 
the troops At the head of these he often fought brave!) 
in different sorties, and on the ist of October was wounded 
at the re-capture of Fort Pharon He complains still of 
having suffered insults or neglect from the English, and 
even of having been exposed unnecessarily to the fire and 
sword of the enemy merely because he was a patriot as 
well as an envied or suspected ally His in\ eteracj against 
>our countr) takes its date, no doubt, from the siege of 
Toulon*, or perhaps from its evacuation 

When in Maj, 1794, our troops were advancing to 
wards Colhoure, he was sent with a squadron to bring it 
succours, but he arrived too late and could not save that 
important place He was not more successful at the be- 
ginning of the campaign of 1795 at Rosa, where he had 
onl> time to carry away the artiller) before the enem) 
entered In August that jear, dunng the absence of 
Admiral Massaredo, he assumed ad tntenm the command 
of the Spanish fleet m the Mediterranean but in the 
December following he was disgraced, arrested, and shut 
up as a state prisoner 

During the embass) of Lucien Bonaparte to the Court 
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of Madrid, in the autumn of iSoo, (iravina was by his in- 
fluence restored to favour : and after the death of the late 
Spanish Ambassador to the Cabinet of St. Cloud, Chevalier 
d’Azara, by the special desire of Napoleon, was nominated 
both his successor and a representative of the King of 
Ktrliria. Among the members of our diplomatic corps, he 
was considered somewhat of a Spanish gasconader and a 
bully. lie more frequently boasted of his wounds and 
battles than of his negotiations or conferences, though he 
pretended, indeed, to shine as much in the cabinet as in 
the field. 

In his suite were two .Spanish women, one about forty, 
and the other about twenty years of age. Nobody knew 
what to make of them, as they were neither treated as 
wives, mistresses, nor servants : and they avowed themselves 
to be no relations. After a residence here of some weeks, 
he was, by superior orders , waylaid one night at the opera, 
by a young and beautiful dancing girl of the name of 
Barrois, who engaged him to take her into keeping. . He 
hesitated, indeed, for some time ; at last, however, love got 
the better of his scruples, and he furnished for her an 
elegant apartment on the new Boulevard. On the day he 
carried her there, he was accompanied by the chaplain of the 
Spanish Legation ; and told her that, previous to any further 
intimacy, she must be married to him, as his religious prin- 
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Ciples did not permit him to cohabit with a woman who 
was not his wife At the same time he laid before her an 
agreement to sign, b> which she bound herself never to 
claim him as a husband before her turn— that is to sa>, 
until sixteen other women, to whom he had been preuousl) 
married, were dead She made no opposition, either to 
the marriage or to the conditions annexed to it This girl 
had a sweetheart of the name of Valere, an actor at one 
of the little theatres on the Boulevards, to whom she corn 
mumcated her adventure He advised her to be scrupulous 
in her turn, and to ash a cop> of the agreement After 
some difficult) this was obtained In it no mention was 
made of her maintenance, nor m what manner her children 
were to be regarded, should she have an) Valere had, 

therefore, another agreement drawn up, in which all these 
points were arranged according to his own interested views 
Gravina refused to subscribe to what he plain!) perceived 
nere on)} extortions , and the girl, m her turn, not only 
declined an) further connexion with him, hut threatened to 
publish the act of poljgam) Before the) had done dis 
cussing this subject, the door was suddenl) opened and the 
two Spanish ladies presented themselves tfter seven.!) 
upbraiding Gravina, who was struck mutt b) surprise, the) 
announced to the girl that whatever promise or contract of 
marriage she had obtained from him was of no value, as 
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before they mine with him to i'r.int'c In* had bmsmi himself, 
before a public nclaty at M.uhid. no! to hum any new 
connexions, not io many any other woman without their 
written com-iiit. One of thc-e ladies do hoed that she had 
been manied to (b.uina twenty- two year*., anti was his 
oldest wife but one : the other -aid that she had been 
married n> him six years. They inTuo! upon hi-, following 
tlrein. which he did. after pulling a j>ut:e of j;i » hl into 
barroi-.’ hand. 

When Valero heard hum his mi>‘.to- , this uiemrcnec, 
he advised her to make the moM money she could of the 
Spaniard's curious u't .v/eW. A !< tter was therefore- written 
to him. demanding one hundred tlmmand livres /J.j.ood 
n> the price of sc< rcey and withholding the particulars of 
this luisine-ss from the knowledge «>f the tribunals and tire 
police : and an answer was required within twenty -four 
hours. The same night Gravina offered one thousand 
louis, which were accepted, and the papers returned ; hut 
the next day Valere went to his hotel, Rue de Provence, 
where he presented himself as a brother of Harrois. Me 
stated that he still possessed authenticated copies of the 
papers returned, and that he must have either the full sum 
first asked by his sister, or an annuity of twelve thousand 
livres settled upon her. Instead of an answer, Gravina 

ordered him to be turned out of the house. An attorney 
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then waited on his Excellency, on the part of the brother 
and the sister, and repeated their threats and their demands, 
adding that he would write a memorial both, to the Em 
peror of the French and to the King of Spain, were justice 
refused to his principals any longer 

Grauna was well aware that this affair, though more 
laughable than criminal, would hurt both his character and 
credit if it were known in France , he therefore consented 
to pay seventy six thousand livres more, upon a formal 
renunciation by the “party of all future claims Not haung 
money sufficient by him, he went to borrow it from a 
banker, whose clerk was one of Talleyrand $ secret agents 
Our minister, therefore ordered eiery step of Grauna to 
be witched , but he soon disco\ered that instead of wanting 
this money for a political intrigue it was necessary to e\ 
tricate him out of an amorous scrape Hearing, howeicr, 
in what a scandalous manner the ambassador had been 
duped and imposed upon, he reported it to Bonaparte, a' Ho 
gave Touche orders to have both Valere, Barrels and the 
attorney immediately transported to Cayenne, and to restore 
Gravma his money The former part of this order the 
minister of police executed so much the more willingly, as 
it was according to his plan that Barrois had pitched upon 
Gravim for a loaer She had been intended by him as a 
spy on his Excellency, but had decened him by her re- 
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ports — a crime for which transportation was a usual 
punishment. 

Notwithstanding the care of our Government to con- 
ceal and bury this affair in oblivion, it furnished matter 
both for conversation in our fashionable circles, and sub- 
jects for our caricaturists, but these artists were soon seized 
by the police, who found it more easy to chastise genius 
than to silence tongues. The declaration of war by Spain 
against your country was a lucky opportunity for Gravlna 
to quit with honour a Court where he was an object of 
ridicule, to assume the command of a fleet which might 
one day make him an - object of terror. When he look 
leave of Bonaparte, he was told to return to France vic- 
torious, or never to return any more : and Talleyrand 
warned him as a friend, “ whenever he returned to his 
post in France, to leave his marriage mania behind him 
in Spain. Here,” said he, “you may, without ridicule, 
intrigue with a hundred women, but you run a great risk 
by marrying even one.” 

I have been in company with Gravina, and after what 
I heard him say, so far from judging him superstitious, I 
thought him really impious. But infidelity and bigotry are 
frequently next-door neighbours. 
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LETTER XXVIII 

P\Ris, August, 1805 

M\ Lord, — It cannot have escaped the observation of 
the most superficial tra\eller of rank, that, at the Court of 
St Cloud, want of morals ts not atoned for by good 
breeding or good manners The hideousness of vice, the 
pretensions of ambition, the vanity of rank, the pride of 
favour, and the shame of senility, do not wear here that 
delicate veil, that gloss of virtue, which, m other Courts 
lessens the deformity of corruption and the scandal of 
depravity Duplicity and hypocrisy are here very common 
indeed, more so than dissimulation anywhere else, but 
barefaced knaves and impostors must always make indif 
ferent courtiers Here the minister tells you, I must hive 
such a sum for a place, and the chamberlain tells you, 
Count down so much for my protection The princess 
requires 1 necklace of such a value for interesting herself 
for your advancement , and the lady -in waiting demands 
a diamond of such worth on the day of your promotion 
This tariff of favours and of infamy descends ad uijlmtum 
The secretary for signing, and the clerk for writing your 


THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 


205 


commissions 3 the cashier for delivering it, and the messen- 
ger for informing you of it, have all their fixed prices. 
Have you a lawsuit, the judge announces to you that so 
much has been offered by your opponent, and so much is 
expected from you if you desire to win your cause. When 
you are the defendant against the Crown, the attorney- or 
solicitor-general lets you know that such a douceur is 
requisite to procure such an issue. Even in criminal 
proceedings, not only honour, but life may be saved by 
pecuniary sacrifices. 

. A man of the name of Martin, by profession a 
stock-jobber, killed, in- 1803, his own wife'; and for twelve 
•thousand livres — J~5°o — he was acquitted, and recovered 
his liberty. In November last year, in a quarrel with his 
own brother, he stabbed him through the heart, and for 
another sum of twelve thousand livres he was acquitted, 
and released before last Christmas. This wretch is now 
in prison again, on suspicion of having poisoned his own 
daughter, with .whom he had an incestuous intercourse, and 
he boasts publicly of the certainty of soon being liberated. 

Another ' person, Louis de Saurac, the younger son of 
Baron de Saurac, who together with hi's eldest son 
had emigrated, forged a will in the name of his parent, 
whom he pretended to be dead, which left him the sole 
heir of all the disposable property, to the exclusion of two 
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sisters After the nation had shared its part as heir of all 
emigrants, Louis took possession of the remainder In 
1802, both his father and brother accepted of the general 
amnest), and returned to Trance To their great surprise, 
they heard that this Louis had, bj his ill treatment, forced 
his sisters into servitude, refusing them even the common 
necessanes of life After upbraiding him for his want of 
dutj, the father desired, according to the law, the restitution 
of the unsold part of his estates On the day fixed for 
settling the accounts and entering into his right, Biron de 
Saurac was arrested as a conspirator and impnsoned in 
the Temple He had been denounced as having served 
in the army of Conde, and as being a secret agent of 
Louis XVIII To disprove the first part of the charge, 
he produced certificates from America, where he had passed 
the time of his emigration, and even upon the rack 
he denied the latter During his arrest, the eldest son 
discovered that Louis had become the owner of their 
possessions, b) means of the will he had forged in the 
name of his father, and that it was he who had been 
unnatural enough to denounce the author of hts da>s. 
With the wTech of their fortune m St Domingo, he 
procured lus father's release , who, being acquainted with 
the perversity of his younger son, addressed himself to the 
department to be reinstated in his proper!) 1 his was 
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opposed by Louis, who defended his title to the estate 
by the revolutionary maxim which had passed into a law, 
enacting that all emigrants should be considered as poli- 
tically dead. Hitherto Baron de Saurac had, from affection, 
declined to mention the forged will; but shocked by his 
son’s obduracy, and being reduced to distress, his coun- 
sellor produced this document, 'which not only went to 
deprive Louis of his property, but exposed him to a 
criminal prosecution. 

This unnatural son, who was not yet twenty-five, had 
imbibed all the revolutionary morals of his contemporaries, 
and was well acquainted with the moral characters of his 
revolutionary countrymen. He addressed himself, therefore, 
to Merlin of Douai, Bonaparte’s Imperial attorney-general 
and commander of his Legion of Honour; who, for a 
bribe of fifty thousand livres — ^£2,100— obtained for him, 
after ^ he had been defeated in every other court, a judg- 
ment in his favour, in the tribunal of cassation, under the 
sophistical conclusion that all emigrants, being according 
to law considered as politically dead, a will in the name 
of any one of them was merely a pious fraud to preserve 
the property in the family. 

This Merlin is the son of a labourer of Anchin, and 
was a servant of the Abbey of the same name. One of 
the monks, observing in him some application, charitably 
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sent him to be educated at Douai, after having bestowed 
on him some previous education Not satisfied with this 
generous act, he engaged the other monks, as well as 
the chapter of Cambraj, to subscribe for his expenses of 
admission as an attomej b) the parliament of Douai, 
in which situation the Revolution found him B> his 
dissimulation and assumed modest), he continued to dupe 
his benefactors, who, b) their influence, obtained for him 
the nomination as t representative of the people to our 
First National Assembl) The) soon, however, had reason 
to repent of their generosit) He joined the Orleans fiction 
and became one of the most persevering, violent and cruel 
persecutors of the privileged classes, particular!) of the 
clerg), to whom he was indebted for ever) thing In 1792 
he was elected 1 member of the National Convention, 
where he voted for the death of his King It was he 
who proposed a law (justl) called, b> Prudhommc, the 
production of the deliberate homicide Merlin) against 
suspected, persons, which was decreed on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1793, and caused the imprisonment or proscription 
of two hundred thousand families This decree procured 
him the appellation of Merlin Suspects and of Merlin 
Potencc In 1795 he was first appointed a mtnister of 
police, and soon afterwards a minister of justice After 
the revolution in favour of the Jacobins of the 4th of 
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September, 1797, lie was made a director; a place which 
he was obliged by the same Jacobins to resign in June, 
r799. Bonaparte expressed at first the most sovereign 
contempt for this Merlin ; but on account of one of his 
sons, who was his aide-de-camp, he was appointed by 
him, when First Consul, his attorney-general. 

As nothing paints better the true features of a govern- 
ment than the morality or vices of its functionaries, I will 
finish this man’s portrait with the following characteristic 
touches. 

Merlin de Douai has been successively the counsel 
of the late ' Duke of Orleans, the friend of Danton, of 
Chabot and of Hebert, the admirer of Marat, and the 
servant of Robespierre. An accomplice of Rewbell, Barras 
and la Reveilliere, an author of the law of suspected persons, 
an advocate of the Septembrizers, and an ardent apostle 
of the St. Guillotine. Cunning as a fox and ferocious as 
a tiger, he has outlived all the factions with which he has 
been connected. It has been his policy to keep in 
continual fermentation rivalships, jealousies, inquietudes, re- 
venge and all other odious passions ; establishing by such 
means his influence on the terror of some, the ambition 
of others, and the credulity of them all. Had I, when 
Merlin proposed his law concerning suspected persons, in 
the name of liberty and equality , been free and his equal 
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I should ha\e said to him, “Monster, this, jour atrocious 
law, is your sentence of death, it has brought thousands 
of innocent persons to an untimel) end — you shall die 
by my hands as a victim, if the tribunals do not condemn 
you to the scaffold as an executioner or as a criminal* 
Merlin has bought national property to the amount of 
fifteen millions of livres — ^625,000 — and he is supposed 
to possess money nearly to the same amount, in jour or 
our funds For a man born a beggar, and educated bj 
chanty, this fortune, together with the liberal salancs he 
enjoys, might seem sufficient without selling justice, pro- 
tecting guilt, and oppressing or persecuting innocence 
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LETTER XXIX 


Paris, August , 1805. 

Mv Lord, — The household troops of Napoleon the 
First are by thousands more numerous than those even 
of Louis XIV. were. Grenadiers on foot and on horse- 
back, riflemen on foot and on horseback, heavy and light 
artillery, dragoons and hussars, mamelukes and sailors, 
artificers and pontoneers, gendarmes, gendarmes d’Elite, 
Yelites and veterans, with Italian grenadiers, riflemen, 
dragoons, &c., &c., compose all together a not incon- 
siderable army. 

Though it frequently happens that the pay of the 
other troops is in arrears, those appertaining to Bonaparte’s 
household are as regularly paid as his senators, counsellors 
of state, and other public functionaries. All the men are 
picked, and all the officers as much as possible of birth, 
or at least of education. In the midst of this voluptuous 
and seductive capital, they are kept very strict, and the 
least negligence or infraction of military discipline is more 

severely punished than if committed in garrison or in an 

14 — 2 
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encampment Thej are both better clothed, accoutred 
and paid, than the troops of the line, and have ever) 
where the precedencj of them All the officers, and man> 
of the soldiers are members of Bonaparte's Legion of 
Honour, and carry arms of honour distributed to them 
b) imperial favour, or for military exploits None of 
them are quartered upon the citizens , each corps has its 
own spacious barracks, hospitals, drilling ground, riding or 
fencing houses, gardens, bathing houses, billiard table, and 
even libraries A chapel has lately been constructed near 
each barrack, and almoners are ahead) appointed In the 
meantime the> attend regularl) at Mass, cither m the 
Imperial Chapel or in the pansh churches Bonaparte 
discourages much all marriages among the milttar) in 
general but particular!) among those of his household 
troops That the) maj not, however, be cntircl) de 
pmed of the societ) of women, he allows five to each 
compan), with the same salaries as the men under the 
name of washerwomen 

With a vain and fickle people, fond of shows and 
innovations, nothing m a military despotism lias a greater 
political utility , gives greater satisfaction, and leaves behind 
a more useful terror and awe, than Bonaparte’s grand 
mtlitar) reviews In the beginning of his consulate, thev 
regularl) occurred three times in the month after his 
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\ ietoiy of M.ucngo. ttu\ wctc reduced to once in a fott- 
niglu. and '•itKe he has hern ptnelaimed Ktnpcmr, to 
once onh in the month. ‘J his ostentations exhibition of 
usurped power is aiw.ns clon'd with a diplonutie teview 
of the sepre-cW.-.hxeN of i.iwiul 1’rint es, who inttoduce 
on those « 'tensions tin ti Seliow. subjects to another subjet', 
w)so su<vt ssfuUy has scired. and continues to usurp the 
authority of his own Sow reign. What an e\atnpie for 
ambition 1 v. Sint a le^un to treat herv I 

Itt sides the household troops, this capita! and its 
\ieinity haw, for thv-c three wars past, never < ontained 
less than hunt fifteen to twenty thousand men of the 
regiments of the line, belonging to what is railed the 
first militate division of the Army of the Interior. These 
troops are sclented from aiming the brigades that served 
under Honaparte in Italy and I'.gypt with the greatest iclat, 
and constitute a land of depot for re< ruit’mg his household 
troops with tried and trusty men. They are also regularly 
paid, and generally better accoutred than their comrades 
encamped on the coast, or quartered in Italy or Holland. 

Hut a standing army, upon which all revolutionary 
rulers can depend, and that always will continue their 
faithful support, unique in its sort and composition, exists 
in the bosom as well as in the extremities of this country. 

I mean, one hundred and twenty thousand invalids, mostly 
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joung men under thirt), forced b> conscription against 
their will into the field, quartered and taken care of b> 
our Goa eminent, and all possessed with the absurd preju 
dice that, as the) have been maimed m fighting the battles 
of rebellion the restoration of legitimate sovereign!) would 
to them be an epoch of destruction, or at least of miser) 
and want and this prejudice is kept alive b) emissaries 
tmplojed on purpose to mislead them Of these eight 
thousand are lodged and provided for in this ctt> , ten 
thousand at Versailles and tin. remainder in Piedmont 
Brabant, and in the conquered departments on the left 
bank of the Rhine countries where the inhabitants are 
discontented and disaffected, and require therefore to be 
watched and to have a better spirit infused 

Ihosc whose wounds permit it arc also cniplojed 
to do garrison dut) in fortified places not exposed to an 
attack b) enemies, and to assist in the different arsenals 
and laboratories, foundries and depots of militar) or naval 
stores Others are attached to the police offices, and some 
is gendarmes to arrest suspected or guilt) individuals 
or as I, xrntsuures, to enforce the pa)ment of contributions 
from the unwilling or distressed When the period for the 
pa)ment of taxes is expired, two of these gtrntssuns 
present themselves at the house of the persons in arrears 
with a billet signed b> the director of the contributions and 
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countersigned by the police commissary. If the money is 
not immediately paid, with half-a-crown to each of them 
besides, they remain quartered in the house, where they 
are to be boarded and to receive half-a-crown a day each 
until an order from those who sent them informs them 
that what was due to the State has been acquitted. After 
their entrance into a house, and during their stay, no 
furniture or effects whatever can be removed or disposed 
of, nor can the master or mistress go out-of-doors with- 
out being accompanied by one of them. 

In the houses appropriated to our invalids, the inmates 
are very well treated, and Government takes great care 
to make them satisfied with their lot. The officers have 
large halls, billiards, and reading - room to meet in ; and 
the common men are admitted into apartments adjoining 
libraries, from which they can borrow what books they 
contain, and read them at leisure. This is certainly a 
very good and even a humane institution, though these 
libraries chiefly contain military histories or novels. 

As to the morals of these young invalids, they may 
be well conceived when you remember the morality of 
our Revolution ; and that they, without any religious 
notions or restraints, were not only permitted, but en- 
couraged to partake of the debauchery and licentiousness 
which w.ere carried to such an extreme in our armies 
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and encampments In an age ■when the passions ate 
strongest, and often blind reason and silence conscience 
the> have not the means nor the permission to mart) , 
m their vicinity it is, therefore, more difficult to discover 
one honest woman or a dutiful wife, than hundreds of 
harlots and of adulteresses Notwithstanding that man) of 
them have been accused before the tribunals of seductions 
rape and violence against the sex, not one has been 
punished for what the morality of our government con 
sider merel) as bagatelles Even in cases where husbands, 
brothers and lovers have been hilled b> them while 
defending or avenging the honour of thur wives, sisters 
and mistresses, our tribunals have been ordered by our 
grand judge, according to the commands of the Emperor, 
not to proceed As most of them have no occupation, the 
vice of idleness augments the mass of their corruption , for 
men of their principles, when they have nothing to do, 
never do an> thing good 

I do not XuQW, _if ,ray jbcmsclv es 

honoured b> or obliged to Bonaparte, for leaving their 
virtue and honour unprotected, except by their own pru 
dence and strength , but of this I am certain, that all our 
other troops, as well as the invalids, ma> live on fret 
quarters with the sex without fearing the consequences, 
provided they beep at a distance from the females of our 
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Impetial Family, ami of those of our giaml officers of slate 
and principal functionaries. The wives and the daughters 
of the latter have, however sometimes declined the advan- 
tage of these exclusive privileges. 

A horse grenadier of Bonaparte's imperial guaul, of the 
name of Kabais, notorious for his amours and debauchery, 
was accused before the impeiial judge Thmiot, at one and 
the same time by several husbands and fathers, of having 
seduced the affections of their wives and Of their daughters. 
As usual, Thurioi refused to listen to their complaints ; at 
the same time insulliiuzlv advising them to retake their 
wives and children, and for the future to he more careful 
of them. Triumphing, as it were, in his injustice, he in- 
considerately mentioned the circumstance to his own wife, 
observing that be never knew so many charges of the same 
sort exhibited against one tnan. 

Madame Thuriot, who had been a servant-maid to her 
husband before he made her his wife, instead of being 
disgusted at the recital, secretly determined to see this 
Rabais. An intrigue was then begun, and carried on for 
four months, if not with discretion, at least without dis- 
covery ; but the lady’s own imprudence at last betrayed 
her : or I should say rather, her jealousy. But for this, she 
might still have been admired among our modest women, 
and Thuriot among fortunate husbands and happy fathers ; 
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for the lady, for the first time since her marriage, proved, 
to the great jo> and pride of her husband, in the famil) 
vva) Suspecting however, the fidelity of her paramour, 
she matched his motions so closely that she discovered an 
intrigue between him and the chaste spouse of a rich 
banker but the consequence of this discover) was the 
detection of her own cnme 

On the discover) of his disgrace, Thuriot obtained an 
audience of Bonaparte, in which he exposed his misfortune, 
and demanded punishment on his wife’s gallant As, how 
ever, he also acknowledged that his own indiscretion was 
an indirect cause of their connection, he received the same 
advice which he had given to other unfortunate husbands 
to retake, and for the future guard better, his dear motet\ 

Thuriot had, however, an earl) opportunity of wreaking 
his vengeance on the gallant Rabais It seems his prowess 
had reached the ears of Madame Baciocchi, the eldest 
sister of Bonaparte This lad) has a children mania, which 
is \er> troublesome to her husband, disagreeable to her 
relations and injurious to herself She never beholds an) 
lid), particular!) an) of her famil), m the waj which women 
wish to be who love their lords, but she is absolutel) frantic. 
Now, Thunot’s worth) friend Touche had discovered, b) his 
spies, that Rabats paid frequent and secret visits to the 
hotel Baciocchi and that Madame Baciocchi was the object 
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of these visits. Thuriot, on this discovery, instantly de- 
nounced him to Bonaparte. 

Had Rabais ruined all the women of this capital, he 
would not only have been forgiven, but applauded by 
Napoleon, and his counsellors and courtiers ; but to dare 
to approach, or only to cast his eyes on one of our 
Imperial Highnesses, was a crime nothing could extenuate 
or avenge, but the most exemplary punishment. He was 
therefore arrested, sent to the Temple, and has never since 
been heard of; so that his female friends are still in the 
cruel uncertainty whether he has died on the rack, been 
buried alive in the oubliettes , or is wandering an exile in 
the wilds of Cayenne. 

In examining his trunk, among the curious effects die-, 
covered by the police ’ were eighteen portraits and one 
hundred billets-doux, with medallions, rings, bracelets, tresses 
of hair, &c., as numerous. Two of the portraits occasioned 
much scandal, and more gossiping. They were those of 
two of our most devout and most respectable Court ladies, 
maids - of - honour to our Empress, Madame Ney and 
Madame Lasnes ; who never miss an opportunity of going 
to church, who have received the private blessing of the 
Pope, and who regularly confess to some bishop or other 
once in a fortnight. Madame Napoleon cleared them, 
however, of all suspicion, by declaring publicly in her 
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drawingroom that these portraits had come into tht 
possession of Rabais by the infidelity of their muds, 
who had confessed their faults, and therefore had been 
chantably pardoned Whether the opinions of Generals 
Ney and Lasnes coincide with Madame Napoleon’s assertion 
is uncertain, but Lasnes has been often heard to sa> that, 
from the instant his wife began to confess, he was con 
vmced she was inclined to dishonour him , so that nothing 
surprised him 

One of the medallions in Rabais,’ collection contained 
on one side the portrait of Ihunot, and on the other that 
of his wife , both set with diamonds, and presented to her 
by him on their last wedding da> Tor the supposed theft 
of this medallion, two of Thunot’s sen ants were in prison, 
when the arrest of Rabais explained the manner in which 
it had been lost This so enraged him that he beat and 
kicked his wife so heartily that for some time c\en her life 
was in danger, and fhuriot lost all hopes of bung a father 

Before the Revolution, Ihunot had been, for fraud and 
forgerj, struck off the roll as an advocate, and therefore 
joined it as a patriot In 1791, he was chosen a deputy 
to the National AssembI), and in 1792 to the National 
Comention He alwajs showed himself one of the most 
ungenerous enemies of the clerg), of monarch), and of his 
King, for whose death he \otcd On the 25th of Ma), 
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i ~ ; , in d<rbi;nn',,'. against Christianity and priesthood, he 
v. them bath, f'rr ft,- r r ,Y.;>c <‘f t‘:.: n.f, at the bottom 
<>f the "\\ \ and on th** C'th of iVtvmh-r tin- same year, 
hr deflated in in>- l.vnhin Club that, if ’hr National 
( "n:u entum < vleecd anv sums of < leniency towards l amis 
XVI., hr- v mud him-clf ’•< the Temple ami tone ottf 
fit fr. of (hi'. unfortunate Kiny. I !«• defended in (hr 
irihm.it: *h< m.r-s.a res of thr prisoners, afliimim: that (hr 
tree of lib. :(y could nrvt i furnish xrif/.mtf /• rfufe.i 


'riff; ft.' si, ; of siivjtt. Mt*. ami other enemies of the 
Ki volution. Hr has been convicted by rival factions of 
tiro most !-hnmoful robberies. anti iris infamy ami depravity 
were so notorious that neither Marat. Ibissot, Kohesjiirrtr. 
nor the 1 )i rectory v.ouhi or could employ him. After the 
Revolution of the nth of November, 1 7 up. itnnaparu* gave 
him the office of judge of the criminal tribunal, and in 
1H0.} made him a Commander of his Legion of Honour. 
He is now one of our Kmperor s most faithful subjects 
and most sincere Christians. Such is now his tender con- 
scientiousness, that he was among those who were the first 
to be married again by some Cardinal to their present 
wives, to whom they had formerly been united only by the 
municipality. This new marriage, however, took place before 
Madame Thuriot had introduced herself to the acquaintance 
of the Imperial Grenadier Rabais. 
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I ETTER \X\ 


. Pvris, August, 1805 

My Lord, — B eing considered as a connoisseur, though 
I have no pretensions but that of being an amateur, Lucien 
Bonaparte, shortly before his disgrace, invited me to pass 
some da>s with him in the country, and to assist him in 
arranging his very valuable collection of pictures — next our 
public ones the most curious and most valuable in Europe, 
and of course in the world T found here, as at Joseph 
Bonaparte s, the same splendour, the same etiquette, and 
the same liberty, which latter was much enhanced by the 
really engaging and unassuming manners and conversation 
of the host At Josephs, even in the midst of abundance 
and of liberty, in seeing the person or meditating on the 
character of the host, you feel both your inferiority of 
fortune and the humiliation of dependence and that jou 
visit a master instead of a fnend, who indirectly tells you, 
‘Eat, drink, and rejoice as long and as much as you like, 
but remember that, if jou are happy, it is to mj generositj 
jou are indebted, and if unhapp), that I do not care a pm 
about jou With lucien it is the very reverse His con 
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duct seems to indicate that by your company you confer 
an obligation on him, and he is studious to remove on all 
occasions that distance which fortune has placed between 
him and his guests ; and as he cannot compliment them 
upon being wealthier than himself, he seizes with delicacy 
every opportunity to shew that he acknowledges their 
superiority in talents and in genius as more than an 
equivalent for the absence of riches. 

He is, nevertheless, himself a young man of uncommon 
parts, and, as far as I could judge from my short intercourse 
with the reserved Joseph and with the haughty Napoleon, 
he is abler and better informed than either, and much more 
open and sincere. His manners are also more elegant, and 
his language more polished, which is the more creditable 
to him when it is remembered how much his education 
has been neglected, how. vitiated the Revolution made him, 
and that but lately his principal associates were, like himself, 
from among the vilest and most vulgar of the rabble. It is 
not necessary to be a keen observer to remark in Napoleon 
the upstart soldier, and in Joseph the former low member 
of the law; but I defy the most refined courtier to see in 
Lucien anything indicating a ci-devant sans-culofte. He 
has, besides, other qualities (and those more estimable) 
which will place him much above his elder brothers in the 
opinion of posterity. He is extremely compassionate and 
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liberal to the trulj distressed, serviceable to those whom he 
knows are not his friends, and forgiving and obliging even to 
those who have prov ed and avowed themselves his enemies 
These are virtues commonl) Mir) scarce, and hitherto ne\cr 
displaced b) an) other member of the Bonaparte famil) 

An acquaintance of )ours, and a fnend of mine Count 

de T , at his return here from emigration, found of his 

whole former fortune, producing once eight) thousand hues 
— ^3,300 — in the )ear, onl) four farms unsold , and these 
were advertised for sale A man who had once been his 
servant, but was then a groom to I ucien, offered to present 
a memorial for him to his master, to prc\ent the disposal 
of the onl) support which remained to subsist himself, with 
a wife and four children I ucien asked Napoleon to pro 
hibit the sale, and to restore the Count the farms and 
obtained his consent but Touche, whose cousin wanted 
them, having purchased other national propert) in the neigh 
hour hood, prevailed upon Napoleon to forget his promise 
and the farms were sold As soon as Lucien heard of it 
In. sent for the Count delivered into his hands an annuit) 
of six thousand livrcs — ^250— for the life of himself, his 
wife, and his children, as an indemnity for the tnefficacx 
of his endeavours to serve him, as he expressed himself 
Had the Count recovered the farms, the) would not have 
given him a clear profit of half the amount, all taxes paid 
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A \ounu, audios of the name of ( iaman, irritated hv 
the loss of parents and fortune by the Uevohttion. attacked, 
during in the public print*., ns well as in pamphlets, 

o\erv Revolution!** who had obtained notoriety or poptt* 
larity. He was pnitivularly vehement against Lueien. and 
laid before the public all his (times and all his errors, and 
assorted as facts nlimitics which were either <ahtmnies or 
merely rumour*.. When, after Napoleon's assumption of the 
Consulate, l.ueien was appointed a Minister of the Intetior, 
he sent for (Inman, and said to him. "Goat misfortunes 
have early made you wo ;< ]*,< d and untie «, and yon have 
frequently revenged yourself on tho*..* who could not prevent 
them, among whom I am one. You do not want rapacity, 
nor, 1 belli w, probity. lhr<* is a lomme-aon which makes 
you a Direetor of Contributions in the departments of the 
Rhine and Moselle, an office with a salary of twelve 
thousand livres -/Ssca but producing double that sum. If 
you meet with any difficulties, write to me : 1 am youi 
friend, 'lake those one hundred louis dor for tire expenses 
of your journey. Adieu ’. " This anecdote I have read in 
(1 au van's own handwriting, in a letter to his sister. lie 
died in iSoa : but Mademoiselle Gauvan, who is not yet 
fifteen, has a pension of three thousand livres a year 
V? 125 — from Lueien, who has never seen her. 

Lueien Ilonaparte lias another good quality : he is con- 
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sistent in his political principles Either from conviction or 
delusion he is still a Republican, and does not conceal 
that, had he suspected Napoleon of any intent to re-establish 
monarchy, much less tyranny, he w ould hive joined those 
deputies who, on the 9th of November, 1799, in the sitting 
at St Cloud, demanded a decree of outlawry against him 
If the present quarrel between these two brothers were sifted 
to the bottom, perhaps it would be found to originate more 
from Luciens Republicanism than from his marriage 

I know, with all France and Europe, that Luciens 
jouth has been aery culpable that he has committed 
many indiscretions, much injustice, many imprudences, 
man) errors, and, I fear, even some crimes I know that 
he has been the most profligate among the profligate, the 
most debauched among libertines, the most merciless among 
the plunderers, and the most perverse among rebels. I 
know that he is accused of being a SeptcmbmcT , of having 
murdered one wife and poisoned another, of having been 
a sp>, a denouncer, a persecutor of innocent persons in 
the Reign of Terror I know that he is accused of having 
fought his brothers m law , of having ill used lus mother, 
and of an incestuous commerce with his own sisters. I 
have read and heard of these and other enormous accusa 
tions, and far be it from me to defend, extenuate, or tsen 
denj them Hut suppose all this infamy to be real, to be 
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proved, to be authenticated, which it never has been, and, 
to its whole extent, I am persuaded, never can be — what 
are the cruel and depraved acts of which Lucien has been 
accused to the enormities and barbarities of which Napo- 
leon is convicted ? Is the poisoning a wife more criminal 
than the poisoning a whole hospital of wounded soldiers ; 
or the assisting to kill some confined persons, suspected of 
being enemies, more atrocious than the massacre in cold 
blood of thousands of disarmed prisoners? Is incest with 
a sister more shocking to humanity than the well-known 

unnatural pathic but I will not continue the disgusting 

comparison. As long as Napoleon is unable to acquit 
himself of such barbarities and monstrous crimes, he has 
no right to pronounce Lucien unworthy to be called his 
brother ; nor have Frenchmen, as long as they obey the 
former as a Sovereign, or the Continent as long as it 
salutes him as such, any reason to despise the latter for 
crimes which lose their enormity when compared to the 
Horrid perpetrations of his imperial brother. 

An elderly lady, a relation of Lucien’s wife, and a 
person in whose veracity and morality I have the greatest 
confidence, and for whom he always had evinced more 
regard than even for his own mother, has repeated to me 
many of their conversations. She assures me that Lucien 
deplores frequently the want of a good and religious educa- 

15—2 
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tion, and the tempting examples of perversity he met 
almost at hts entrance upon the rev olutipnarj scene He 
says that he determined to get rich per fas nut ttefas , be- 
cause he observed that money was everything, and that 
most persons plotted -and laboured for power merety to be 
enabled to gather treasure, though, after they had obtained 
both, much above their desert and expectation, instead of 
being satiated or even satisfied the) bustled and intrigued 
for more, until success made them unguarded and prosperity 
indiscreet and they became with their wealth the eas> pre> 
of rival factions Such was the case of Dan ton of Fabrc 
d Eglantine, of Chabot, of Chaumette, of Stebert, and other 
contemptible wretches, butchered b) Robespierre and his 
partisans— victims in their turn to men as unjust and san 
guinar) as themselves He had, therefore, laid out a different 
plan of conduct for himself He had fixed upon Fifty millions 
of livres — ^£2, 100,000 — as the maximum he shoutd wish 
for, and when that sum was in his possession he resolved . 
to resign all pretensions to rank and employment, and to 
enjo) otium atm digmtate He had kept to his deternnna 
lion, and so regulated his income that, with the expenses, 
pomp, and retinue of a prince, he is enabled to make more 
persons happj and comfortable than his extortions have 
ruined or even embarrassed He now lues like a phtl'So- 
pher t and endeavours to forget the past, to delight in the 
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present, and to he indifferent about futurity. lie chose, 
therefore, for a wife, a lady whom he loved and esteemed, 
in preference to one whose birth would have been a con- 
tinual reproach to the meanness of his own origin. 

You must, with me, admire the modesty of a citizen 
sans-athtfe , who. without a shilling in the world, fixes 
upon fifty millions as a reward for his revolutionary achieve- 
ments, and with which he would be satisfied to sit down 
and begin his singular course of singular philosophy. Hut 
his success is more extraordinary that his pretensions were 
extravagant. This immense sum was amassed by him in 
the short period of four years, chiefly by bribes from foreign 
Courts, and by selling his protections in France. 

But most of the other Honapartes have made as great 
and as rapid fortunes as I.ueien, and yet, instead of being 
generous, contented, or even philosophers , they are still profit- 
ing by every occasion to increase their ill-gotten treasures, 
and no distress was ever relieved, no talents encouraged, 
or virtues recompensed by them. The mind of their garrets 
lodges with them in their palaces, while Lucien seems to 
ascend as near as possible to a level with his circum- 
stances. Without being ostentatious, I have myself found 
him beneficent. 

Among his numerous pictures, I observed four that had 
formerly belonged to my father’s, and afterwards to my own 
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cabinet I enquired how much he had paid for them 
without giving the least hint that the) had been m> propertv, 
and were plundered from me b) the nation He had, indeed, 
paid their full value In a fortnight after I had quitted 
him, these, with six other pictures, were deposited m ni) 
room with a ver) polite note, begging m) acceptance of 
them, and assunng me that he had but the da) before 
heard from his picture-dealer that the) had belonged to nu. 
He added that he would never retake them, unless he re 
ceived an assurance from me that I parted with them without 
reluctance and at the same time affixed their price I 
returned them, as I knew the) were desired b) him for his 
collection, but he continued obstinate I told him there 
fore, that, as I was acquainted with his inclination to perform 
a generous action, I would, instead of payment for the 
pictures, indicate a person deserving his assistance I 

mentioned the old Duchess de , who is sevent) four 

)ears of age and blind, and, after possessing m her jouth 
an income of eight hundred thousand hvres ^33 000— 
is now in her old age almost destitute He did for this 
worth) lad) more than I expected , but happening in his 
visits to relieve m) frtend to cast his c)e on the daughter 
of the landlad) where she lodged, lie found means to pre 
vail on the simplicit) of the poor girl, and seduced her 
So much do I know personal!) of Lucitn IJonaparte who 
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certainly is a . composition of good and had qualities, but 
which of them predominate 1 will not take upon me to 
decide. This I can affirm - f.uciat is not the worst member 
of the /smurf arte famt/v. 
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LETTER XX\I 


P\RIS, August, 1805 

My Lord, — As long as Austria ranks among inde- 
pendent nations, Bonaparte as ill take care not to offend or 
alarm ’the ambition and interest of Prussia b> incorporating 
the Batavian Republic with the other provinces of his 
empire Until that period, the Dutch must continue (as 
they have been these last ten >ears) under the appellation 
of allies, oppressed like subjects and plundered like foes. 
Their mock sovereignty wall continue to weigh heavier on 
them than real servitude does on their Bclgic and Hcmish 
neighbours, because Frederick the Great pointed out to his 
successors the Elbe and the 1 exel as the u itural borders of 
the Prussian monarchy, whenever the right bank of the 
Rhine should form the natural frontiers of the kingdom 
of France 

1 hat during the present summer a project for a partition 
treaty of Holland has b) the Cabinet of St Cloud been laid 
before the Cabinet of Berlin is a fact, though disseminated 
onl) as a rumour bj the secret agents of rallejrand Ihtir 
object was on this, as on all previous occasions when an) 
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names, rights or liberties of people were intended to be 
erased from among the annals of independence, to sound 
the ground, and to prepare by such rumours the mind of 
the public for another outrage and another overthrow. But 
Prussia, as well as France, knows the value of a military and 
commercial navy, and that to obtain it good harbours and 
navigable rivers are necessary, and therefore, as well as from 
principles of justice, perhaps, declined the acceptance of a 
plunder, which, though tempting, was contrary to the policy 
of the House of Brandenburg. 

According to a copy circulated among the members of 
our diplomatic corps, this partition treaty excluded Prussia 
from all the Batavian seaports except Delfzijl, and those of 
the river Ems, but gave her extensive territories on the 
side 'of Guelderland, and a rich country in Friesland. Had 
it been acceded to by the Court of Berlin, with the annexed 
condition of a defensive and offensive alliance with the Court 
of St.' Cloud, the Prussian monarchy would, within half-a- 
century, have been swallowed up in the same gulf with 
the Batavian Commonwealth and the Republic of Poland ; 
and by some future scheme of some future Bonaparte or 
Talleyrand, be divided in its turn, and serve as a pledge of 
reconciliation or inducement of connection between some 
future rulers of the French and Russian empires. 

Talleyrand must, indeed, have a very mean opinion of 
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the capacity of the Prussian ministers, or a high notion of 
his own influence over them, if he was serious m this o\er 
ture For m> part, I am rather inclined to think that 
it was merelj thrown out to discover whether Frederick 
William III had entered into any engagement contrary to 
the interest of Napoleon the First , or to allure his Prussian 
Majesty into a negotiation which would suspend, or at 
least interfere with, those supposed to be then on the carptt 
with Austria, Russia, or perhaps even with England 

The late Batavian Goa eminent had, ever stnce the 
beginning of the present war with England, incurrrcd the 
displeasure of Bonaparte When it apprehended a rupture 
from the turn which the discussion respecting the occupa 
tion of Malta assumed the Dutch ambassadors at St Peters 
burg and Berlin were ordered to demand the interference 
of these two Cabinets for the preservation of the neutrality 
of Holland, which your country had promised to acknow 
ledge if respected by I ranee No sooner was Bonaparte 
informed of this step, than he marched troops into the 
heart of the Batavian Republic, and occupied its principal 
forts, ports and arsenals When, some time afterward** 
Count de Markoff received instructions from his Court, 
according to the desire of the Batavian Directory, and 
demanded, in consequence, an audience from Bonaparte a 
map was laid before him indicating the position of the 
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French troops in Holland, and j>lans of the intended en- 
campment of our army of England on the coast of Flanders 
and France : and he was risked whether he thought it pro- 
bable that our Government would assent to a neutrality so 
injurious to its offensive operations against Great Britain. 
“ But," said the Russian ambassador, “ the independence 
of Holland has been admitted by you in formal treaties.” — 
“So has the cession of Malta by England.” interrupted 
Bonaparte. \<ith impatience. “True," replied Markoff, “but 
you are now at war with England for this point : while 
Holland, against which you have no complaint, has not 
only been invaded by your troops, but. contrary both to 
its. inclination and interest, involved in a war with you. In 
which it has much to lose and nothing to gain.” “ I have 
no account to render to anvbodv for my transactions, and 
I desire to hear nothing more on this subject,” said Bona- 
parte, retiring furious, and leaving Markoff to meditate on 
our Sovereign’s singular principles of political justice and 
of jus gentium. 

From that period Bonaparte resolved on another 
change of the executive power of the Batavian Republic. 
But it was more easy to displace one set of men for 
another than to find proper ones to occupy a situation in 
which, if they do their duty as patriots, they must offend 
France ; and if they are our tools, instead of the inde- 
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pendent goaernors of their countr), the) must excite a 
discontent among their felloe citizens, disgracing them 
sehes as individuals, and exposing themsehes ns chief 
magistrates to the fate of the De Witts, should e\er for 
tune forsake our arms or desert Bonaparte. 

Vo countr) has of late been less productu e of great 
men than Holland The A an Tromps, the Russel, and 
the William III all died without leaning an) jiostent) 
behind them and the race of Batauan heroes seems to 
hare expired with them, as that of patriots with the De 
Witts and Bameteldt Since the beginning of the last 
centur> we read indeed of some able statesmen, as most, 
if not all, the former grand pensionaries hn\e been, but 
the name of no warrior of an) great eminence is recorded 
This scarcit) of natne genius and valour has not a little 
contributed to the present humbled, disgraced and oppressed 
state of wretched Bata\ ire 

\dmiral de Winter certainl) neither wants courage nor 
genius, but his private character has a great resemblance 
to that of General Moreau Nature has destined him to 
obe), and not to goaern He mi} direct as abl) and as 
vnhanti) the manoeuvres of a fleet as Moreau docs those 
of an arm), but neither the one nor the other at the 
head of his nation would long render himself respected his 
countr) flourishing or his countrvmcn Iuppi and (ran jud 
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Destined from his youth for the navy, Admiral de 
Winter entered into the naval service of his country before 
he was fourteen, and was a second lieutenant when the 
Batavian patriots , in rebellion against the Stadtholder, were 
in 1787 reduced to submission by the Duke of Brunswick, 
the commander of the Prussian army that invaded Holland. 
His parents and family being of the anti-Orange party, he 
emigrated to France, where he was made an officer in the 
legion of Batavian refugees. During the campaign of 1793 
and 1794, he so much distinguished himself under that 
competent judge of merit, Pichegru, that this commander 
obtained for him the commission of a general of brigade in 
the service of the French ; which, after the conquest of 
Holland in January, 1795, was exchanged for the rank of 
a vice-admiral of the Batavian Republic. His exploits as 
commander of the Dutch fleet, during the battle of the 
nth of October, 1797, with your fleet, under Lord Duncan, 
I have heard applauded even in your presence, when in 
your country. Too honest to be seduced, and too brave 
to be intimidated, he is said to have incurred Bonaparte’s 
hatred by resisting both his offers and threats, and declining 
to sell his own liberty as well as to betray the liberty of 
his fellow-subjects. When, in 1800, Bonaparte proposed 
to him the presidency and consulate of the United States 
for life, on condition that he should sign a treaty, which 
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made him a vassal of France, he refused with dignity and 
with firmness, and preferred retirement to a supremacy so 
dishonestly acquired, and so dishonourably occupied 

General Daendels, another Batavian revolutionist of 
some notoriety, from an attorney became a lieutenant 
colonel, and served as a spy under Dumounez in the 
winter of 1792 and in the spring of 1793 Under l’ichogru 
he was made a general and exhibited those talents in the 
field which art, said to have before been displayed in the 
forum In June 1795, he was made a lieutenant general of 
the Batavian Republic, and he was the commander in-chief 
of the Dutch troops combating in 1799 )0ur army under 
the Duke of York In this place he did not much dis 
tmguish himself, and the issue of the contest was entirely 
owing to our troops and to our generals 

After the Peace of \miens, observing that Bonaparte 
intended to annihilate instead of establishing universal 
liberty, Daendels gave in his resignation and retired to 
obscurity, not wishing to be an instrument of tyranny, 
after having so long fought for freedom Had he possessed 
the patriotism of a Brutus or a Cato, he would have bled 
or died for his cause and country sooner than have 
deserted them both , or had the ambition and love of 
glory of a Caesar held a place in his bosom, he would 
have attempted to be the chief of his country, and by 
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merosity and clemency atone, if possible, for the loss of 
oerty. Upon the line of basefiess, the deserter is placed 
ext to the traitor. 

Dumonccau, another Batavian general of some publicity, 
not by birth a citizen of the United States, but was 
orn at Brussels in 1758, and was by profession a stone- 
lason when in 1789 he joined, as a volunteer, the Belgian 
isurgents. After their dispersion in 1790 lie took refuge 
nd served in France, and was made an officer in the 
orps of Belgians, formed after the declaration of war 
gainst Austria in 1792. Here lie frequently distinguished 
itnself, and was, therefore, advanced to the rank of a 
enera! : but the Dutch general officer* being better paid 
mn those of the French Republic, he was. with the per- 
nission of our Directory received, in 1795, as a keutenant- 
eneral of the Batavian Republic. He has often e v;r oeb 
iravery, but seldom great capacity. Hi* ns tort; talents are 
:onsidered as but indifferent, and his education :r wcr-.-e- 
• The>e are the only three military character., “no rntg.at. 
vith any prospect of au r r e- . have tried to p.ny tne part o: 

1 Napoleon Bortatiarte in Holland. 
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LETTER \\\II 

Pvris, August, 1S05 

M\ Lord, — Not to give umbrage to the Cabinet of 
Berlin, Bonaparte communicated to it the necessity he was 
under of altering the form of government in Holland, and 
if report be true, even condescended to ash aduce con 
cerning a chief magistrate for that country The young 
Prince of Orange, brother in law of lus Prussian Majesty, 
naturall) presented himself, but, after some time, Talleyrand* 
agents discovered that great pecuniary sacrifices could not 
be expected from that quarter, and perhaps less submission 
to 1 ranee experienced than from the former governors An 
cyt, was then cast on the Llcctor of Bavaria, whose past 
patriotism , as well as that of his ministers, was a full 
guarantee for future obedience Had he consented to such 
an arrangement, Austria might have aggrandized hersdf on 
the Inn Prussia in Trancoma, and France in Italy , and 
the present bone of contest would have been chiefly removed 
Hus intrigue, fot it was nothing else, was earned on 
by the Cabinet of St Cloud in March, 1804, about the turn, 
that Germany was invaded and the Duke of I nghitn weired 
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This explains to you the reason why the Russian note, 
delivered to the Diet of Rnthbon on the Sth of the following 
May, was left without any support, except the ineffectual 
one froth the King of Sweden. Mow any cabinet could he 
dupe enough to think Bonaparte serious, or the Elector 
of Bavaria so weak as to enter into his schemes, is difficult 
to he conceived, had not Kutope witnessed still greater 
credulity on one side, and still greater effrontery on the 
other. 

I11 the meantime llonaparie grew every day more dis- 
contented with the Batavian I hreetory. and more irritated 
against the members who composed it. Against his regula- 
tions for excluding the commerce and productions -of your 
country, they resented with spirit instead of obeying 
them without murmur as was required. He is said to have 
discovered, after his own soldiers had forced the custom- 
house officers to obey his orders, that, while in their 
proclamations the directors publicly prohibited the introduc- 
tion of British goods, some of them were secret insurers 
of this forbidden merchandise, introduced by fraud and by 
smuggling : and that while they officially wished for the 
success of the French arms and destruction of England, 
they withdrew by stealth what properly they had in the 
French funds, to place it in the English. This refractory 

and, as Bonaparte called it, mercantile spirit so enraged 
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hitn, that he had already signed an order for arresting and 
transferring en masse his high allies, the Batavian directors, 
to his Temple, when the representations of Talleyrand 
moderated his fur}, and caused the order to be recalled, 
which Fouchd was read) to execute 

Had Jerome Bonaparte not offended his brother b} his 
transatlantic marriage, he would long ago have been the 
Prince Stadtholder of Holland , but his disobedience was 
so far useful to the Cabinet of St Cloud as it gave it an 
opportumt) of intriguing with, or deluding other cabinets 
that might have any pretensions to interfere in the rcgula 
tion of the Batavian Government By the choice finally 
made, >ou ma> judge how difficult it was to find a suitable 
subject to represent it, and that this representation is intended 
only to be temporary 

Schimmelpennineh, the present grand pensionary of the 
Batavian Republic, was destined by his education for the 
bar, but by hts natural parts to await in quiet obscurity 
the end of a dull existence With some property , little 
information, and a tolerably good share of common sense, 
he might have lived and died respected, and even regretted, 
without any pretension, or perhaps even ambition to shine. 

I he anti Orange fiction, to which his parents and family 
appertained, pushed him forward, and elected htm, in 1 795* 
a member of the first Batavian National Convention, where, 
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according to the spirit of the times, his speeches were rather 
those of a demagogue than those of a Republican. Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity were the constant themes of his 
political declamations, infidelity his religious profession, 
and the examples of immorality his social lessons ; so 
rapid and dangerous are the strides with which seduction 
frequently advances on weak minds. 

In 1800 he was appointed an ambassador to Napoleon 
Bonaparte and Charles Maurice Talleyrand. The latter 
used him as a stockbroker, and the former for anything 
he thought proper ; and he was the humble and submissive 
valet of both. More ignorant than malicious, and a greater 
fool than a rogue, he was more laughed at and despised 
than trusted or abused. His patience being equal to his 
phlegm, nothing either moved or confounded him ; and he 
was, as Talleyrand remarked, “ A model of an ambassador, 
according to which he and Bonaparte wished that all other 
independent princes and states would choose their repre- 
sentatives to the French Government.” 

When our minister and his Sovereign were discussing 
the difficulty of properly filling up the vacancy of the Dutch 
Government, judged necessary by both, the former mentioned 
Schimmelpenninck with a smile; and serious as Bonaparte 
commonly is, he could not help laughing. “ I should have 

been less astonished,” said he, “ had you proposed my 

16 — 2 



THE SECRET HISTORY Of 


244 

Mameluke, Rostan” This rebuke did not deter Talleyrand 
(who had settled his terms with Schimmelpenntnck) from 
continuing to point out the ad\antage which France would 
demefrom this nomination “Because no man could easier 
be directed when m office, and no man easier turned out of 
office when disagreeable or unnecessary Both as Bata wan 
plenipotentiary at Amiens, and as Batavian ambassador in 
England, ho had prosed himself as obedient and submissive 
to Trance as when in the same capacity at Pans ” 

By returning often to the charge, with these and other 
remarks, Talleyrand at last accustomed Bonaparte to the 
idea, which had once appeared so humiliating, of writing to 
a man so much inferior m c\ cry thing, “ Great and dear 
Frwid and therefore said to the minister, “ Wfcll ' let us 
then make him a grand pensionary and a locum fenens fir 
five years , or until Jerome, when he repents, returns to his 
duty, and is pardoned” — “Is he, then, not to be a grand 
pensionary for life 3 ” asked Talleyrand, “whether for one 
month or for life, he would be equally obedient to resign 
when commanded, but the latter would be more popular 
m Holland, where they were tired of so many changes” — 

“ Let them complain, tf they dare," replied Bonajurte 
“ Sclummelpenninch is their chief magistrate only for file 
years, if so long , but you may add that they may re-etesrt 
him ” 
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It was not before Talleyrand had compared the pecu- 
niary proposal made to his agents by foreign princes with 
those .of Schimmelpenninck to himself, that the latter 
obtained the preference. The exact amount of the pur- 
chase-money for the supreme magistracy in Holland is not 
well known to any but the contracting parties. Some pre- 
tended that the whole was paid down beforehand, being 
advanced by a society of merchants at Amsterdam, the 
friends or relatives of the grand pensionary ; others, that 
it is to be paid by annual instalments of two millions of 
livres — ^"84,000 — for a certain number of years. Certain it 
is, that this high office was 'sold and bought ; and that, 
had it been given for life, its value would have been pro- 
portionately enhanced ; which was the reason that Talleyrand 
endeavoured to have it thus established. 

Talleyrand well knew the precarious state of Schimmel- 

f 

penninck’s grandeur 3 that it not only depended upon the 
whim of Napoleon, but had long been intended as an 
hereditary sovereignty for Jerome. Another Dutchman 
asked him not to ruin his friend and his family for what 
he was well aware could never be called a sinecure place, 
and was so precarious in its tenure. “Foolish vanity,” 
answered the minister, “can never pay enough for the 
gratification of its desires. All the Schimmelpennincks in 
the world do not possess property enough to recompense 
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me for the so\ eretgn honours which I have procured for 
one of their name and famity, were he even deposed within 
twenty four hours V hat treasures can indemnity me for 
connecting such a name and such a personage with the 
great name of the First Emperor of the French* 

I have onty twice in m> life been in Sclnmmelpennmck s 
compan) and I thought him both timid and reserved but 
from what little he said, I could not possibty judge of his 
character and capacity His portrait and its accompaniments 
have been presented to me such as delivered to )Ou bj 

one of his countrjmen a Mr M (former!) an ambas 

sador also) who was both h!s schoolfellow and Ins comrade 
at the universitv I shall add the following traits in his 
own words as near as possible ‘More vain than ambitious 
Schimmclpenmnck from his )OUth and particularlv from his 
entrance into public life tried ever) means to make a noise 
but found none to make a reputation He caressed m 
succession all the sj stems of the 1 rcnch Revolution without 
adopting one for himself AH the kings of faction received 
in their turns Ins homage and felicitations It was tm 
possible to mention to lnm a man of anv notoriety of 
whom he did not become tmmediatety a partisan Hie 
virtues or the vices the merit or defects of die mdiucfut? 
were of no eonsideration according to his judgment it was 
sufficient to be famous \et with all the extravagances of 
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a head filled with paradoxes, and of a heart spoiled by 

modern philosophy, added to a habit of licentiousness, he 
had no idea of becoming an instrument for the destruction 
of liberty in his own country, much less of becoming its 
tyrant, in submitting to be the slave of France. It was 
but lately that he took the fancy, after so long admiring all 
other great men of our age, to be at any rate one of their 
number, and of being admired as a great man in his turn. 
On this account many accuse him of hypocrisy, but no one 
deserves that appellation less, his vanity and exaltation 

never permitting him to dissimulate : and no presumption, 
therefore, was less disguised than his, to those who studied 
the man. Without acquired ability, without natural genius 
or political capacity, destitute of discretion and address, as 
confident and obstinate as ignorant, he is only elevated to 
fall and to rise no more.” 

Madame Schimmelpenninck, I was informed, is as 

amiable and accomplished as her husband is awkward and 
deficient ; though well acquainted with his infidelities and 
profligacy, she is too virtuous to listen to revenge, and too 
generous not to forgive. She is, besides, said to be a lady, 
of uncommon abilities, and of greater information than she 
chooses to display. She has never been the worshipper of 
Bonaparte, or the friend of Talleyrand ; she loved her 
country, and detested its tyrants. Had she been created a 
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grand pensionary she would certainl) have swajed with 
more glory than her husband , and been hailed b> con 
temporanesj as well as posterity if not a heroine, at least 
a patriot— a title which in our times, though often proati 
tuted, so few have an) claim to, and therefore so much 
the more valuable 

When it was known at Pans that Schimmelpenmncl 
had set out for his new sovereignty no less than sixteen 
girls of the Palais Ro>al demanded passes for Holland 
Being questioned b> Touche as to their business m that 
country the) answered that the) intended to visit their 
fnend the grand pensionary in his new dominions I ouche 
communicated to Talle)tand both their demands and their 
business, and asked his advice He replied, ‘ Send two, 
and those of whose vigilance and intelligence )0u are sure 
Refuse b) all means the other fourteen Sclummclpetinmcks 
time is precious and were the) at the Hague, he would 
neglect ever) thing for them If the) arc fond of travelling, 
and are handsome and adroit, advise them to set out for 
I ondon or for St Petersburg , and if the) consent, order 
them to m> office, and the) shall be supplied, if approved 
of, both with instructions, and with their travelling ex 
penses louche answered his colleague ‘Hut the) were 
in ever) respect the ver) reverse of his des-enpUon tint 
the) seemed to have passed their !ive*s in the lowest strge 
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of infamy, and that they could neither read nor write.” 
You have, therefore, no reason to fear that these belles will 
be sent to disseminate corruption in your happy island. 
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LETTER XXXIII 


Paris, August . , 1805 

M\ Lord, — Thd Italian subjects of Napoleon the First 
were far from displaying the same zeal and the same 
gratitude for his paternal care and kindness' m taking 
upon himself the trouble of governing them, as we good 
Parisians have done Notwithstanding that a brigade* of 
our police agents and spies, dnlle^ifor years to applaud 
and to excite enthusiasm, proceeded as his advanced 
guard to raise the public spirit, the reception at Milan 
was cold and everything else but cordial and pleasing 
This absence of duty did not escape his observation and 
resentment Convinced, in his own mind, of the great 
blessing, prosperity and liberty his victories and sovereignty 
have conferred on the inhabitants of the other side of 
the Alps, he ascribed their present passive or mutinous 
behaviour to the effect of foreign emissaries from Courts 
envious of his glory and jealous of his authority 

He suspected particularly England and Russia of 
haaing selected this occasion of a solemnity that would 
complete his grandeur to humble his just pride He 
had also some idea within himself that even Austria 
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might indirectly have dared to influence the sentiments 
and conduct of her ci-devant subjects of Lombardy ; but 
his own high opinion of the awe which his very name 
.inspired at Vienna dispersed these thoughts, and . his 
wrath fell entirely on the audacity of Pitt and Markoff. 
Strict orders were therefore issued to the prefects and 
commissaries of police to watch vigilantly all foreigners 
and strangers who might have arrived, or who should 
arrive, to witness the ceremony of the coronation, and to 
arrest instantly anyone who should give the least reason 
to suppose that he was an enemy instead of an admirer 
of His Imperial and Royal Majesty. He also commanded 
the prefects of his palace not to permit any persons to 
approach his sacred person, of whose morality and politics 
they had not previously obtained a good account. 

These great measures of security were not entirely 
unnecessary. Individual vengeance and individual patriotism 
sharpened their daggers, and, to use Senator Roederer’s 
language, “ were near transforming the most glorious day 
of rejoicing into a day of universal mourning.” 

All our writers on the Revolution agree that in France, 
within the first twelve years after we had reconquered our 
lost liberty , more conspiracies have been denounced than 
during the six centuries of the most brilliant epoch of ancient 
and free Rome. These facts and avowals are speaking 
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evidences of the internal tranquillity of aur unfortunate 
countr), of our affectum to our iulers, and of the unanimity 
"*th which all the changes of government have been, 
notwithstanding our printed votes , received and approved 
The frequency of conspiracies not only shows the 
discontent of the governed, but the insecurity and instability 
of the governors This truth has not escaped Napoleon, who 
has therefore ordered an expeditious and secret justice to 
despatch instantly the conspirators, and to bury the con 
spiracy in oblivion, except when an> grand coup d'etat is to 
be struck, or, to excite the passions of hatred, any proofs 
can be found, or must be fabricated, involving an inimical 
or rival foreign Government in an odious plot Since the 
farce which Mehee de h Touche exhibited, >ou have, there 
fore, not read m the Momtcur either of the danger our 
Emperor has incurred several times since from the machma 
tions of implacable or fanatical foes, or of the alarm these 
have caused his partisans The} have, indeed, been hinted 
at in some speeches of our public functionaries, and 
in some paragraphs of our public prints, but their 
particulars will remain concealed from historians, unless 
someone of those composing our Court, our fashionable or 
our political circles, has taken the trouble of noting them 
down , but even to these they are but imperfectly or in 
correctly known 
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Could the veracity of a Fouche, a Real, a Talleyrand, 
or a Duroc (the only members of this new secret and 
invisible tribunal for expediting conspirators) be depended 
upon, they would be the most authentic annalists of these 
and other interesting secret occurrences. 

What I intend relating to you on this subject are 
circumstances such as they have been reported in our best 
informed societies by our most inquisitive companions. 
Truth is certainly the foundation of these anecdotes ; but 
their parts may be extenuated, diminished, altered, or 
exaggerated. Defective or incomplete as they are, I hope 
you will not judge them unworthy of a page in a letter, 
considering the grand personage they concern, and the 
mystery with which he and his Government encompass 
themselves, or in which they wrap up everything not 
agreeable concerning them. 

A woman is said to have been at the head of the first 
plot against Napoleon since his proclamation as an Emperor 
of the French. She called herself Charlotte Encore; but her 
real name is not known. In 1803 she lived and had furnished 
a house at Abbeville, where she passed for a young widow 
of property, subsisting on her rents. About the same time 
several other strangers settled there ; but though she visited 
the principal inhabitants, she never publicly had any con- 
nection with the newcomers. 
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In the summer of 1S03 a girl at Vmicns — some sa> 
a real enthusiast of Bonaparte s, but, according to others, 
engaged b) Madame Bonaparte to perform the part she 
did — demanded, upon her knees, in a kind of paro\)sm 
of jo) the happiness of embracing him, in doing which 
she fainted, or pretended to faint a" a), and a pension of 
three thousand lures — ^125 — was settled on her for her 
affection 

Madame Encore, at Abbeulle, to judge of her dis 
course and comersation was also an ardent friend and 
well wisher of the Tniperor, and when in Julj, 1S04 he 
passed through \bbeville, on his joumc) to the coast, she 
also threw herself at his feet, and declared that she would 
die content if allowed the honour of embracing him lo 
this he was going to assent, when Duroc stepped between 
them, seized her b) the ami and dragged her to an ad 
joining room whither Bonaparte near fainting from the 
sudden alarm his friends interference had occasioned, fol 
lowed him trembling In the nght sleeie of Madame 
Encores gown was found a stiletto the point of which 
was poisoned She was the same da\ transported to this 
capital, under the inspection of Duroc, and imprisoned in 
the Temple In her examination she denied hating an) 
accomplices and she expired on the rack without telling 
eien her name. The sub prefect at Vbbeulle, the once 
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famous Andre Dumont, was ordered to disseminate a report 
that she was shut up as insane in a madhouse. 

In the strict search made by the police in the house 
occupied by her, no papers or any other indications were, 
discovered that involved other persons, or disclosed who 
she was, or what induced her to attempt such a rash action. 
Before the secret tribunal she is reported to have said, “that 
being convinced of Bonaparte’s being one of the greatest 
criminals that ever breathed upon the earth, she took upon 
herself the office of a volunteer executioner ; having, with 
every other good or loyal person,' a right to punish him 
whom the law could not, or dared not, reach.” When, how- 
ever, some repairs were made in the house at Abbeville 
by a new tenant, a bundle of papers was found, which 
proved that a M. Fran qu on vi lie, and about thirty other 
individuals (many of whom were the late newcomers there;, 
had for six months been watching an opportunity to seize 


Bonaparte in his journeys between Abbeville and 'Monireui), 


and to carry him to some part of the coast, v, 
was ready to sail for England with him. Had 
made resistance, he would have been snot in 


■here a v 
he. how 
France, 


•'esse! 

•ever, 

and 


his assassins have saved themselves in the vet 
The numerous escort . that .always, -'cr.c 
Emperor, accompanied him, and particular^ 
ment of the days of his journeys, prevented 


ere 
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of this plot, and Madame Encore, therefore, took upon 
her to sacrifice herself for what she thought the welfare 
of her count!} How Duroc suspected or discovered her 
intent is not known , some sa) that an anonv mous letter 
informed him of it, while others assert that, in throwing 
herself at Bonaparte’s feet, this prefect observed the steel 
through the sleet e of her muslin gown Most of her asso 
ciates were secretl) executed, some, however, were earned 
to Boulogne and shot at the head of the arm) of England 
as English spies 
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LETTER XXXIV 


Paris, August, 1805. 

My Lord, — After the discovery of Charlotte Encore’s 
attempt, Bonaparte, who hitherto had flattered himself that 
he possessed the good wishes, if not the affection, of his 
female subjects, made a regulation according to which no 
women who had not previously given in their names to 
the prefects of his palaces, and obtained previous permission, 
can approach his person or throw themselves at his feet, 
without incurring his displeasure, and even arrest. Of this 
imperial decree, ladies, both of the capital and of the pro- 
vinces, when he travels, are officially informed. Notwith- 
standing this precaution,* he was a second' time last spring, 
at Lyons, near falling the victim of the vengeance or malice 
of a female. 

In his journey to be crowned King of Italy, he occupied 

his uncle’s episcopal palace at Lyons during the forty-eight 

hours he remained there. Most of the persons of both 

sexes composing the household of Cardinal Fesch were from 

» 

his own country, Corsica ; among these was one of the 
name of Pauline Riotti, who inspected the economy of the 

17 


VOL. I 
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kitchens It is Bonaparte’s custom to take 1 dish of 
chocolate in the forenoon, which she, on the morning of 
his departure, against her custom, but under pretence of 
knowing the taste of the family, desired to prepare One 
of the cooks observed that she mixed it with something 
from her pocket, but, without saying a word to her that 
indicated suspicion, he warned Bonaparte, in a note 
delivered to 1 page, to be upon his guard When the 
chamberlain earned m the chocolate, Napoleon ordered the 
person who had prepared it to be brought before him 
1 his being told Pauline, she fainted away, after having first 
drunk the remaining contents of the chocolate pot Her 
convulsions soon indicated that she was poisoned, and, not 
withstanding the endeavours of Bonaparte s physic-* 
Corvisart, she expired within an hour, protect at her 
crime was an act of revenge against Napoleon, who had 
seduced her when young, under a promise of marriage , but 
who, since his elevation, had not onlj neglected her, but 
reduced her to despair by refusing an honest support for 
herself and her child, sufficient to preserve her from the 
degradation of servitude Cardinal Fesch received a severe 
reprimand for admitting among his domestics individuals 
with whose former lives he was not better acquainted, and 
the same day he dismissed every Corsican in his service 
ihe cook was, with the reward of a pension, made a 
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member of the Legion of Honour, and it was given out by 
Corvisart that Pauline died insane. 

Within three weeks after this occurrence, Bonaparte 
was, at Milan, again exposed to an imminent danger. 
According to his commands, the vigilance of the police had 
been very strict, and even severe. All strangers who could 
not give the most satisfactory account of themselves, had 
either been sent out of the country, or were imprisoned. 
He never went out unless strongly attended, and during his 
audiences the most trusty officers always surrounded him ; 
these precautions increased in proportion as the day of his 
coronation approached. On the morning of that day, about 
nine" o’clock, when full dressed in his imperial and royal 
robes, and all the grand officers of state by his side, a 
paper was delivered to him by his chamberlain, Talleyrand, 
a nephew of the minister. The instant he had read it, he 
flew into the arms of Berthier, exclaiming, “ My friend, 
I am betrayed 3 are you among the number of conspirators ? 
Jourdan, Lasnes, Mortier, Bessieres, St. Cyr, are you also 
forsaking your friend and benefactor?” They all instantly 
encompassed him, begging that he would calm himself; 
that they all were what . they always had been, dutiful and 
faithful subjects. “But read this paper from my prefect, 
Salmatoris ; he says that if I move a step I may cease to 

live, as the assassins are near me, as well as before me.” 

17 — 2 
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The commander of his guard then entered with fifty 
grenadiers, their bayonets fixed, carrying with them a 
prisoner, who pointed out four individuals not far from 
Bonaparte’s person, two of whom were Italian officers of 
the Royal Italian Guard, and two were dressed in Swiss 
uniforms They wtre all immediately seized, and at their 
feet were found three daggers One of those in Swiss 
regimentals, exclaimed, before he was taken, “Tremble, 
tyrant of my country 1 Thousands of the descendants of 
William Tell have, with me, sworn your destruction You 
escape this day, but the just vengeance of outraged 
humanity follows you like your shade Depend upon it 
an untimely end is irremediably reserved you” So saying 
he pierced lus heart and fell a corpse into the arms of 
the grenadiers who came to arrest him , 

This incident suspended the procession to the cathedral 
for an hour, when Berthier announced that the conspira 
tors were punished Bonaparte evinced on this occasion 
the same absence of mind and of courage as on the 9th 
of November, 1799, when Arena and other deputies drew 
their daggers against him at St Cloud As this scene did 
not redound much to the honour of the Emperor and King, 
all mention of the conspiracy was severely prohibited, and 
the deputations ready to congratulate him on his escape 
were dispersed to attend their other duties 
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The conspirators are stated to have been four young 
men who had lost their parents and fortunes by the Revolu- 
tions effected by Bonaparte in Italy and Switzerland, and 

who had sworn fidelity to each other, and to avenge their 
/ 

individual wrongs with the injuries- of their countries at the 
same time. They were all prepared and resigned to die, 
expecting to be cut to pieces the moment Bonaparte fell 
by their hands ; but one of the Italians, rather superstitious, 
had, before he went to the drawing-room, confessed and 
received absolution from a priest, whom he knew to be an 
enemy of Bonaparte : but the priest, in hope of reward, 
disclosed the conspiracy to -the master of ceremonies, 

V 

Salmatoris. The three surviving conspirators are said to 
have been literally tom to pieces by the engines of torture, 
and the priest was shot for having given absolution to an 
assassin, and for having concealed his knowledge of the 
plot an hour after he was acquainted with it. Even 
Salmatoris had some difficulty to avoid being disgraced for 
having written a terrifying note which had exposed the 
Emperor’s weakness, and shown that his life was dearer to 
him at the head of empires than when only at the head 
of armies. 

My narrative of this event I have from an officer 
present, whose veracity I can guarantee. He also informed 
me that in consequence of it, all the officers of the Swiss 
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brigades in the Xrench service that were quartered or 
encamped in Italy were, to the number of near fifty 
dismissed at once Of the Italian guards, every officer v\ho 
was known to have suffered any losses b> the new order 
of things in his country, was ordered to resign, if he would 
not enter into the regiments of the line 

Whatever the police agents did to prevent it, and in 
spue of some unjust and cruel chastisement, Bonaparte 
continued, during his stay in Italy, an object of ridicule in 
conversation, as well as in pamphlets and caricatures One 
of these represented him m the ragged garb of a satis 
culotte, pale and trembling on his knees with bewildered 
looks and his hair standing upright on his head like 
pointed horns, tearing the map of the world to pieces and 
to save his life offering each of his generals a slice, who 
in return regarded him with looks of contempt mixed 
with pity 

I have just heard of a new plot or rather a league 
against Bonaparte s ambition At its head the generals 
Jourdan Macdonald Le Courbe and DessoIIes are placed 
though many less victorious generals and officers civil as 
well as military, are reported to be its members Iheir 
object is not to remove or displace Bonaparte as an 
Emperor of the Trench, on the contrary, they offer their 
lives to strengthen his authority and to resist his enemies, 
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this and other subjects, which the mysterious policy of our 
Government condemns to silence or oblivion, I have not 
yet been able to gather any more or better information 
concerning this league, or unconstitutional opposition to 
the executive power, but as I am intimate with one of 
the actors, should he have an opportunity, he will ctr 
tatnly write to me at full length, and be very explicit 
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coming language I have heard it said that he went so far 
as to say, “Well Irancis II is tired of reigning I hope 
to have strength enough to carry a third crown He who 
dares refuse to be and continue my equal, shall soon, as 
a vassal, think himself honoured with the regard which, as 
a master, I may condescend from compassion to bestow 
on him 1 hough fort) -eight hours had elapsed after this 

furious sally before he met with the Austrian ambassador, 
Count de Cobentzel, his passion was still so furious, that, 
from his grossness and violence, all the members of the 
diplomatic corps trembled both for this their respected 
member, and for the honour of our nation thus repre- 
sented 

When the diplomatic audience was over he said to 
l alley rand, in a commanding and harsh tone of voice, in 
the presence of all his aides de-camp and generals, “ Write 
this afternoon, b) an extraordinary courier, to mj minister 
at Genoa, Salicetti to prepare the Doge and the people 
for the immediate incorporation of the Ligurian Republic 
with my empire Should Austria dare to murmur, I shall, 
within three months, also incorporate the adeuvit Republic 
of Venice with m> Kingdom of Italy — “ I5ut — but— Sire' 
uttered the minister, trembling — “I here exists no ‘but,’ and 
I will listen to no ‘but/ interrupted His Majesty “Obe> 
m> orders without further discussions Should Austria dare 
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vention, where he joined the tenons; faction. and \o?rd for 
the death of his King. In May. 1 hr was in (’<10.it a. 
ami violently opposed the partisans of (U-ner.il !\»<>h. Obliged 
to make liis escape in August from that island, to save 
himself, he joined the army of C, mural (’arteaux, then 
marching against the Marseilles insurgents, whence he was 
sent by the National Convention with Ikurus, (Uispaiin, 
Robespierre the younger, and Rierod. as a representative of 
the people to the army before Toulon, where, as well as 
at Marseilles, lie shared in all the atrocities committed by 
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his colleagues and by Bonaparte , for which, after the 
death of the Robespierres, he was arrested with him as a 
terrorist 

He had not known Bonaparte much in Corsica, but, 
finding him and his family in great distress, with all other 
Corsican refugees, and observing his adroitness as a captain 
of artillery, he recommended him to Barras, and upon 
their representation to the Committee of Public Safety, he 
was promoted to a chef de brigade , or colonel In 1796, 
when Barras gave Bonaparte the command of the army of 
Italy, Salicetti was appointed a commissary of government 
to the same army, and in that capacity behaved with the 
greatest insolence towards all the princes of Italy, and most 
so towards the Duke of Modena, with whom he and 
Bonaparte signed a treaty of neutrality, for which they 
received a large sum in ready money , but shortly after 
wards the duchy was again invaded, and an attempt made 
to surprise and seize the Duke In 1797 he was chosen a 
member of the Council of Five JrFundred, where he always 
continued a supporter of violent measures 

When, in 1799, his former protege, Bonaparte, was 
proclaimed a First Consul, Salicetti desired to be placed in 
the Conserwtne Senate , but his familiarity displeased 
Napoleon, who made him first a commercial agent, and 
afterwards a minister to the Ligurian Republic so as to 
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keep him at a distance. During his several missions, he 
has amassed a fortune, calculated at the lowest, of six 
millions of livres — ^£250,000. 

The order Salicctti received to prepare the incorporation 
of Genoa with France, would not, without the presence of 
our troops, have been very easy to execute, particularly as 
he, six months before, had prevailed on the Doge and the 
senate to resign all sovereignty to Lucien Bonaparte, under 
the title of a Grand Duke of Genoa. 

The cause of Napoleon’s change of opinion with regard 
to his brother Lucien, was that the latter would not separate 
from a wife lie loved, but preferred domestic happiness to 
external splendour frequently accompanied with internal 
misery. So that this act of incorporation of the Ligurian 
Republic, in fact, originated, notwithstanding the great and 
deep calculations of our profound politicians and political 
schemers, in nothing else but in the keeping of a wife, and 
in the refusal of a riband. 

That corruption, seduction and menaces seconded the 
intrigues and bayonets which convinced the Ligurian Govern- 
ment of the honour and advantage of becoming subjects of 
Bonaparte, I have not the least doubt; but that the Doge, 
Terome Dura/.zo, and the Senators Morchio. Maglione, 
Travega, Maghelia. Roggieri, Taddei, Balby and Langlade 
sold the independence of their country for ten millions of 
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livres — ^>430,000 — though it has been positively asserted, 
I can hardly believe , and, indeed, money was as little neces 
sar>, as resistance would have been unavailing, all the forts 
and strong positions being in the occupation of our troops 
A general officer present when the Doge of Genoa, at the 
head of the Ligurian deputation, offered Bonaparte their 
homage at Milan, and exchanged liberty for bondage, assured 
me that this a-dezant chief magistrate spoke with a faltering 
voice and with tears in his ejes, and that indignation was 
read on the countenance of ever) member of the deputation 
thus forced to prostitute their rights as citizens, and to vilif} 
their sentiments as patriots 

When Salicetti, with his secretary Milhaud, had arranged 
this honourable affair, they set out from Genoa to announce 
to Bonaparte, at Milan, their success Not above a league 
from the former city their carriage was stopped, their persons 
stripped, and their papers and effects seized b) a gang, called 
m the country the gang of \ \tkiotic robufrs, commanded 
by Mulieno Ihis chief is a descendant of a good Genoese 
famtl), proscribed by France, and the men under him arc 
all above the common class of people lhe> never commit 
any murders, nor do they rob an> but trench men, or Italians 
known to be adherents of the Irench part) Their spoils 
they distribute among those of their countr>men who, like 
themselves, have suffered from the revolutions m Ital) 
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within these last nine years. They usually send the amount 
destined to relieve these persons to the curates of the several 
parishes, signifying in what manner it is to be employed. 
Their conduct has procured them many friends among the 
low and the poor, and though frequently pursued by our 
gendarmes, they have hitherto always escaped. The papers 
captured by them on this occasion from Salicetti are said 
to be of a most curious nature, and throw great light on 
Bonaparte’s future views on Italy. The original act of 
consent of the Ligurian Government to the incorporation 
with France was also in this number. It is reported that 
they were deposited with the Austrian minister at Genoa, 
who found means to forward them to his Court ; and it 
is supposed that their contents did not a little to hasten 

1 

the present movements of the Emperor of Germany. 

Another gang, known under the appellation of the 
patriotic avengers, also desolates the Ligurian Republic. 
They never rob, but always murder those whom they 
consider as enemies of their country. Many of our officers, 
and even our sentries on duty, have been wounded or 
killed by them ; and after dark, therefore, no Frenchman 
dares walk out unattended. Their chief is supposed to be 
a ci-devant abbe, Sagati, considered a political as well as a 
religious fanatic. In consequence of ' the deeds of these 
patriotic avengers, Bonaparte’s first act, as a Sovereign of 
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I igum, was the establishment of special military commts 
sions, and a law prohibiting, under pain of death, even 
person from canning arms who could not show a written 
permission of our commissar) of police Robbers and 
assassins are unfortunatel) common to all nations, and all 
people of all ages, but those of the above description 
arc only the production and progen) of revolutiomr) and 
troublesome times The) pride themselves instead of 
violating the laws on supplying their inefficac) and 
counteracting their partialit) 
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LETTER XXXVI 

Paris, September , 1805. 

My Lord, — Bonaparte is now the knight of more 
royal Orders than any sovereign in Europe, and were he 
to put them on all at once, their ribands would form stuff 
enough for a light summer coat of as many different colours 
as the rainbow. The Kings of Spain, of Naples, of Prussia, 
of Portugal, and of Etruria have admitted him a knight- 
companion, as well as the Electors of Bavaria, Hesse and 
Baden, and the Pope of Rome. In return he has appointed 
these Princes his grand officers of his Legion of Honour, 
the highest rank of his newly instituted imperial order. It 
is even said that some of these Sovereigns have been 
honoured by him with the grand star and broad riband of 
the Order of his Iron Crown of the Kingdom of Italy. 

Before Napoleon’s departure for Milan last spring, Tal- 
leyrand intimated to the members of the foreign diplomatic 
corps here, that their presence would be agreeable to the 
Emperor of the French at his coronation at Milan as a 
King of Italy. In the preceding summer a similar hint, 

or order , had been given by him for a diplomatic trip 

18 
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to AixlaChapelle, and all their excellencies set a packing 
instantly, but some legitimate Sovereigns, having since 
discovered that it was indecent for their representatives to 
be crowding the suite of an insolently and proudly travel 
ling usurper, under different pretences declined the honour 
of the invitation and journey to Italy It would, besides, 
have been pleasant enough to have witnessed the ambas 
sudors of \ustna and Prussia, whose Sovereigns had not 
acknowledged Bonaparte's right to fi’s assumed title of 
King of Italy, indirectly approving it by figuring at the 
solemnity which inaugurated him as suck Of this moon 
sistency and impropriety Talleyrand was well aware , but 
audacity on one side, and endurance and submission on 
the other, had so often disregarded these considerations 
before, that he saw no indelicacy or impertinence in the 
proposal His master had, however, the gratification to 
see at his levee, and m his wife s drawing room, the am 
bassadors of Spam, Naples, Portugal and Havana, who laid 
at the imperial and royal feet the Order decorations of 
their own Princes, to the no little entertainment of His 
Imperial and Royal Majesty, and to the great edification of 
his dutiful subjects on the other side of the Alps 

The expenses of Bonaparte’s journey to Milan, and his 
coronation there (including also those of Ins attendants 
from Trance), amounted to no less a sum than fifteen 
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millions of livres — ^625,000 — of which one hundred and 
fifty thousand livres — ,£6,000 — was laid out in fireworks, 
double, that sum in decorations of the royal palace and the 
cathedral, and three millions of livres — ;£i 25,000 — in pre- 
sents to different generals, grand officers, deputations, &c. 
The poor also shared his bounty ; medals to the value of 
fifty thousand livres — ,£2,100 — were thrown out among 
them on the day of the ceremony, besides an equal 
sum given by Madame Napoleon to the hospitals and 
orphan -bouses. These last have a kind of hereditary or 
family claim on the purse of our Sovereign ; their parents 
were the victims of the Emperor’s first step towards glory 
and grandeur. 

Another three millions of livres was expended for the 
march of troops from France to form pleasure camps in 
Italy, and four millions more was requisite for the forming 
and support of these encampments during two months, 
and the Emperor distributed among the officers and men 
composing them two million livres’ worth of rings, watches, 
snuff-boxes, portraits set with diamonds, stars, and other 
trinkets, as evidences of His Majesty’s satisfaction with their 
behaviour, presence and performances. 

These troops were under the command of Bonaparte’s 
field-marshal, Jourdan, a general often mentioned in the 

military annals of our revolutionary war. During the 

18 — 2 
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latter part of the American war, he served under General 
Rochambeau as a common soldier, and obtained m 1783, 
after the peace, his discharge He then turned a pedlar, 
in which situation the Revolution found him He had also 
married for her fortune a hme daughter of a tailor, who 
brought him a fortune of two thousand hvres — ^84— from 
whom he has since been divorced, leaving her to shift for 
herself as she can, in a small milliner’s shop at Limoges 
where her husband was born in 1763 

Jourdan was among the first members and pillars of 
the Jacobin club organized in his native town, which 
procured him rapid promotion in the National Guards, of 
whom, in 1792, he was already a colonel His known lose 
of liberty and equaht) induced the Committee of Public 
Safety in 1793 to appoint him to the chief command of 
the armies of Ardennes and of the North, instead of 
Lamarche and Houchard On the 17th of October the 
same jear, he gamed the victor) of Wattigmes, which 
obliged the united forces of Austria, Prussia and German) 
to raise the siege of Maubeuge The jealous Republican 
Government, in reward, deposed him and appointed Pichegru 
his successor, which was the origin of that enmit) and 
maligmt) with which Jourdan pursued this unfortunate 
general even to his grave He never forgave Pichegru the 
acceptance of a command which he could not decline 
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without risking his life ; and when he should have avenged 
his disgrace on the real causes of it, he chose to resent it 
on him who, like himself, was merely an instrument, or a 
slave, in the hands and under the whip of a tyrannical 
power. 

After the imprisonment of General Hoche in March, 
1794, Jourdan succeeded him as chief of the army of the 
Moselle. In June he joined, with thirty thousand men, 
the right wing of the army of the North, forming a new 
one, under the name of the army of the Sambre and 

Meuse. On the i6lh of the same month, he gained a 

complete victory over the Prince of Coburg, who tried to 
raise the siege of Charleroy. This battle, which was fought 
near Trasegnies, is nevertheless commonly called the battle 
of Fleurus. After Charleroy had surrendered on the 25 th, 
Jourdan and his army were ordered to- act under the 
direction of General Pichegru, who had drawn the plan of 
that brilliant campaign. Always envious of this general, 
Jourdan did everything to retard his progress ; and at last 

intrigued so well that the army of the Sambre and the 

Meuse was separated from that of the North. 

With the former of these armies Jourdan pursued the 
retreating confederates, and after driving them from different 
stands and positions, he repulsed them to the banks of the 
Rhine, which river they were obliged to pass. Here ended 
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his successes this >ear, successes ^ that were not obtained 
v ithout great loss on our side t 

Jourdan began the campaigns^ of 1795 and 1796 with 
equal bnllianc), and ended them with equal disgrace After 
penetrating into Germany with troops as numerous as well 
disciplined, he was defeated at the 1 end of them b) Arch 
duke Charles, and retreated alwijs 'with such precipitation, 
and m such confusion, that it lookeci more like the flight 


of a disorderlj rabble than the xetrint of regular troops 
and had not Moreau, in 1796, kept tl.ie enemj in awe, few 
of Jourdan’s officers or men would agalm ha\e seen France, 
for the inhabitants of Franconia rose! on these marauders, 
and Cut them to pieces, \\here\er thlej could surprise or 
na} la) them j 

In 1797, as a member of the Council of Fi\e Hundred, 
he headed the Jacobin faction against (the moderate part), 
of which Pichegru was a chief, and hie had the cowardl} 

\ engeance of base malr> to pnde himsjelf upon haung pro 
cured the transportation of that patnotio general to Cajenne 
In 1799, be again assumed the command of the arm) of 
Alsace and of Switzerland, but he crossed the Rhine and 
penetrated into Suabia, onl> to be again routed b) the Arch 
duke Charles, and to repass this over in disorder Under 
the necessit) of resigning as a general in chief, he returned 
to the Council of Fi\b Hundred more violent than e\er, 
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and provoked there the most oppressive measures against 
his fellow - citizens. Previous to the revolution effected by 
Bonaparte in November of that year, he had entered with 
Garreau and Santerre into a conspiracy, the object of which 
was to restore the Reign of Terror, and to prevent which 
Bonaparte said he made those changes which .placed him 
at the head of government. It was even printed in the 
papers of that period, which Bonaparte on the ioth of 
November addressed to the then deputy of Mayenne, 
Prevost : “If the plot entered into by Jourdan and others, 
and of which they have not blushed to propose to me 
the execution, had not been defeated, they would have 
surrounded the place of your sitting, and to crush all future 
opposition, ordered a number of deputies to * be massacred. 
That done, they were to establish the sanguinary despotism 
of the Reign of Terror.” But whether such was Jourdan’s 
project, or whether it was merely given out to be such 
by the consular faction, to extenuate their own usurpation, 
he certainly had connected himself with the most guilty and 
contemptible of the former terrorists, and drew upon him- 
self by such conduct the hatred and blame even of those 
whose opinion had long been suspended on his account. 

General Jourdan was among those . terrorists whom the 
Consular Government condemned to transportation ; but 
after several interviews with Bonaparte he was not only 
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pardoned, but made a counsellor of state of the military 
section, and afterwards, m 1801, in administrator general 
of Piedmont, where he was replaced by General Menou m 
1803, being himself entrusted with the command in Italy 
This place he has preserved until last month, when he was 
ordered to resign it to Massena with whom he had a 
quarrel, and would have fought him in a duel, had not 
the Viceroy, Eugentus de Beauhamais, put him under arrest 
and ordered him bach hither, where he is daily expected 
If Massena s report to Bonaparte be true, the army of Italy 
was aery far from being as orderly and numerous as 
Jourdans assertions would ha\e induced us to believe 
But this accusation of a nval must be listened to with 
caution because, should Massena meet with repulse, he 
will no doubt make use of it as an apology, and should 
he be victorious, hold it out as a claim for more honour 
and praise 

The same doubts which still continue of Jourdan’s 
political opinions remain also with regard to his military 
capacity But the unanimous declaration of those who have 
sened under his orders as a general must silence both hts 
blind admirers and unjust slanderers I hey all allow him 
some military ability, he combines and prepares in the 
cabinet a plan of defence and attach with method and m 
telhgtnce but he does not possess the quick coup d at/, 
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and that promptitude which perceives, and rectifies accord- 
ingly, an error- on the field of battle. If, on the day of 
action, some accident, or some manoeuvre, occurs which has 
not been foreseen by him, his dull and heavy genius does 
not enable him to alter instantly his dispositions, or to 
remedy errors, misfortunes or improvidences. This kind of 
talent, and this kind of absence of talent, explain equally 
the causes of his advantages, as well as the origin of his 
frequent disasters. .Nobody denies him courage, but, with 
most of our other republican- generals, he has never been 
careful of the lives of the troops under him. I have heard 
an officer of superior talents and rank assert, in the presence 
of Carnot, that the number of wounded and killed under 
Jourdan when victorious, frequently surpassed the number 
of enemies he had defeated. I fear it is too true that we 
are as much, if not more, indebted for our successes to 
the superior number as to the superior valour of our troops. 

Jourdan is, with regard to fortune, one of our poorest 
republican generals who have headed armies. He has not, 
during all his campaigns, collected more than a capital of 
eight millions of livres — ^333,000 — a mere trifle compared 
to the fifty millions of Massena, the sixty millions of Le 
Clerc, 'the forty millions of Murat, and the thirty-six millions 
of Augereau ; not to mention the hundred millions of 
Bonaparte. It is also true that Jourdan is a gambler and 
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a debauchee, fond of cards, dice and women , and that in 
Itaty, except two hours m twenty four allotted to business, 
he passed the remainder of his time either at the gaming 
tables, or in the boudoirs of his seraglio — I sa> seraglio, 
because he kept in the extensive house joining his palace 
as governor and commander, ten women— three French, 
three Italians, two Germans, and two Insh or English girls 
He supported them all in style but the> were his slaves 
and he was their sultan, whose official mutes (his aides de- 
camp) both watched them, and, if necessarj, chastised them 
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LETTER XXXVII 

Paris, September . , 1805 . 

Mr Lord, — I can truly defy the world to produce a 
corps of such a heterogeneous composition as our Con- 
servative Senate, when I except the members composing 
Bonaparte’s Legion of Honour. Some of our senators have 
been tailors, apothecaries, merchants, chemists, quacks, 
physicians, barbers, bankers, soldiers, drummers, dukes, 
shopkeepers, mountebanks, abbes, generals, savants, friars, 
ambassadors, counsellors, or presidents of parliament, ad- 
mirals, barristers, bishops, sailors, attorneys, authors, barons, 
spies, painters, professors, ministers, sans-culottes , atheists, 
stonemasons, robbers, mathematicians, philosophers, regi- 
cides, and a long et cetera. Any person reading through 
the official list of the members of the senate, and who is 
acquainted with their former situations in life, may be 
convinced of this truth. Should he even be ignorant of 
them, let him but enquire, with the list in his hand, in 
any of our fashionable or political circles; he will meet with 
but few persons who are not able or willing to remove his 
doubts, or to gratify his curiosity. There are not many of 
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them whom it is possible to ele\ ate, but those are still 
more numerous whom it is impossible to degrade Their 
past lives, vices, errors, or crimes, have settled their 
characters and reputation, and the) must live and die in 
statu quo , either as fools or as knaves, and perhaps as both 

X do not mean to say that they are all criminals, or 
all equally criminal, if insurrection against lawful authont) 
and obedience to usurped tjrannj, are not to be con 
sidered as crimes, but there are few indeed who can la> 
their hands on their bosoms and say, utam expendtre vero 
Some of them, as a Lagrange, Berthollet, Chaptal, Laplace, 
Tran^ois de Neuf Chateau, Tronchet, Monge, I-acepedc 
and Bougainville, are certainly men of talents , but others, 
as a Porcher, Resmer, Vimar, Auber, Pere, Sers, Vernier, 
Vien, Villetard, lascher, Rigal, Baciocchi, Beviere, Beau 
harnais, de Lu>nes (a a dn ant duke, known under the 
name of Le Gros Cochon), nature never destined but to 
figure among those half idiots and half imbeciles who 
are, as it were, intermedial between the brute and human 
creation 

bie>es, Cabams, (jarran Coulon, Lecouteul, Canteleu, 
Lenom Laroche, Volnej, Gregoirt, Lmmer), Joucourt, 
Boiss) d’Anglas, Xouche and Roederer form another class 
borne of them regicides, others assassins and plunderers, 
but all intriguers whose machinations date from the begin 
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ning of the Revolution. They are all men of parts, of more 
or less knowledge, and of great presumption. As to their 
morality, it is on a level with their religion and loyalty. 
They betrayed their king, and had. denied their God 
already in 1789. 

After these come some others, who again have neither 
talents to boast of nor crimes of which they have to be 
ashamed. They have but little pretension to genius, none 
to consistency, and their honesty * equals their capacity. 
They joined our political revolution as they might have 
done a religious procession. It was at that time a fashion ; 
and they applauded our revolutionary innovations as they 
would have done the introduction of a new opera, of a 
new tragedy, of a new comedy, or of a new farce. To 
this fraternity appertain a ci-devant Count de Stult-Tracy, 
Dubois — Dubay, Kellerman, Lambrechts, Lemercier, Pleville 
— Lc Pelley, Clement de Ris, Peregeaux, Berthelemy, 
Vaubois, Perignon, d’Agier, Abrial, de Belloy, Delannoy, 
Abovilie, and St. Martin La Motte. 

' Such are the characteristics of men whose senatns con- 
sul turn bestows an emperor on France, a king on Italy, 
makes of principalities departments of a republic, and 
transforms republics into provinces or principalities. To 
show the absurdly fickle and ridiculously absurd appella- 
tions of our shamefully perverted institutions, this senate was 
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called the Conservative Senate, that is to say, it was to 
preserve the republican consular constitution in its integrity, 
both against the encroachments of the executive and legis 
htive power, both against the manoeuvres of the factions, 
the plots of the royalists or monarchists, and the clamours 
of a populace of levellers But during the five years that 
these honest wiseacres have been preserving, everything 
has perished — the republic, the consuls, free discussions 
free election, the political liberty, and the liberty of the 
Press , all — all are found nowhere but in old, useless and 
rejected codes They have, however, in a truly pat not ic 
manner taken care of their own dear selves Their salaries 
are more than doubled since 1799 

Besides mock senators, mock praetors, mock quaestors, 
other nomtna ubertatis are revived, so as to make the loss 
of the reality so much the more galling We have also 
two curious commissions , one called “ the Senatorial Com 
mission of Personal Liberty,” and the other “the Senatorial 
Commission of the Liberty of the Press ” The imprison 
ment without cause, and transportation without trial, of 
thousands of persons of both sexes weekly, show the grand 
advantages which arise from the former of these commis 
sions , anti the contents of our new boots anti daiiy prints 
evince the utility and liberality of the latter 

But from the past conduct of these our senators. 
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members of these commissions, one may easily conclude 
what is to be expected in future from their justice and 
patriotism. Lenoin Laroche, at the head of the one, was 
formerly an advocate of some practice, but attended more 
to politics than to the business of his clients, and was, 
therefore, at the end of the session of the first assembly 
(of which he was a member), forced, for subsistence, to 
become the editor of an insignificant journal. Here he 
preached licentiousness, under the name of Liberty, and the 

agrarian law in recommending Equality. A prudent courtier 

/ 

of all systems in fashion, and of all factions in power, he 
escaped proscription, though not accusation of having shared 
in the national robberies. A short time in the summer of 
1797, after the dismissal of Cochon, he acted as a minister 
of police] and in 1798 the Jacobins elected him a member 
'“of the Council of Ancients, where he, with other deputies, 
sold himself to Bonaparte, and was, in return, rewarded 
with a place in the senate. Under monarchy he was a 
republican, and under a republic he extolled monarchical 
institutions. He wished to be singular, and to be rich. 
Among so many shocking originals, however, he was not 
distinguished ] and among so many philosophical marauders, 
he had no opportunity to pillage above two millions of 
livres — ^84,000. This friend of liberty is now one of the 
most despotic senators, and this lover of equality never 
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answers when spoken to, if not addressed as “ his E\cel 
lency,” or “ Monseigneur ” 

Boissy d'Anglas, another member of this commission, 
was before the Revolution a steward to Louis XVIII when 
Monsieur, and, in 1789, was chosen a deputy of the first 
assembly, where he joined the factions, and in his speeches 
and writings defended all the enormities that dishonoured 
the beginning as well as the end of the Revolution A 
member afterwards of the National Convention, he was sent 
in mission to Lyons, where, instead of healing the wounds of 
the inhabitants, he inflicted new ones When, on the 15th of 
March, 1796, in the Council of Five Hundred, he pronounced 
the oath of hatred to royalty, he added, that this oath was 
in his heart , otherwise no power upon earth could have 
forced him to take it , and he is now a sworn subject of 
Napoleon the First > He pronounced the panegyric of 
Robespierre, and the apotheosis of Marat “The soul,” 
said he “was moved and elevated in heanng Robespterre 
speak of the Supreme Being with philosophical ideas, 
embellished by eloquence ” , and he signed the removal of 
the ashes of Marat to the temple consecrated to huma nty ' 
In September, 1797, he was, as a royalist , condemned to 
transportation by the Directory , but, in 1799, Bonaparte 
recalled him, made him first a tribune and afterwards a 


senator 
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Boissy d’Anglas, though an apologist of robbers and 
assassins, has neither murdered nor plundered ; but, though 
he has not enriched himself, he has assisted in ruining all 
his former protectors, benefactors and friends.. 

Sers, a third member of this commission, was before the 
Revolution a bankrupt merchant at Bordeaux, but in 1791 
was a municipal officer of the same city, and sent as a deputy 
to the National Assembly, where he attempted to rise from 
the clouds that encompassed his heavy genius by a motion 
for pulling down all the statues of kings all over France. 
He seconded another motion of Bonaparte’s prefect, Jean 
Debrie, to decree^ a corps of tyrannicides, destined to 
murder all emperors, kings and princes. At the club of 
the Jacobins, at Bordeaux, he prided himself on having 
caused the arrest and death of three hundred aristocrats ; 
and boasted that he never went out without a dagger to 
despatch, by a summary justice , those who had escaped the 
laws. After meeting with well-merited contempt, and living 
for some time in the greatest obscurity, by a handsome 
present to Madame Bonaparte, in 1799, he obtained the 
favour of Napoleon, who dragged him forward to be placed 
among other ornaments of his senate. Sers has just 
cunning enough to be taken for a man of sense when with 
fools ; when with men of sense, he reassumes the place 
allotted him by Nature. Without education, as well as 
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without parts, he for a long time confounded brutal scur 
nhty with oratorj, and thought himself eloquent w hen he 
was only insolent or impertinent His ideas of liberty are 
such that, when he was a municipal officer, he signed a 
mandate of arrest against sixty four mdmduals of both sexes, 
who were at a ball, because they had refused to invite to 
it one of his nieces 

Abnal, Emmery, Vernier and Lemercier are the other 
four members of that commission of these, two are old 
intriguers, two are nullities, and all four are sla\es 

Of the se'en members of the senatorial commission 
for preserving the liberty of the Press, Garat and Raderer 
are the principal The former is a pedant, while pretending 
to be a philosopher , and he signed the sentence of hts 
good King’s death, while declaring himself a royalist A 
mere valet to Robespierre, his fawning procured him oppor 
tumties to enrich himself with the spoil of those whom his 
calumnies and plots caused to be massacred or guillotined 
hen as a minister of justice, he informed Louis XVf of 
his condemnation, he did it with such an affected and 
atrocious indifference that he e\en shocked Ins accomplices, 
whose nature had not much of tenderness. As a member 
of the first assembly, as a minister under the comention, 
and is a deputy of the Council of Five Hundred, he always 
opposed the liberty of the Press. “ I he laws, you say’ 
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(exclaimed he in the council) “ punish libellers ; so they do 
thieves and housebreakers ; but would you, therefore, leave 
your doors unbolted ? Is not the character, the honour, 
and the tranquillity of a citizen preferable to his treasures? 
and, by the liberty of the Press, you leave them ,at the 
mercy of every scribbler who can write or think. The 
wound inflicted may heal, but the scar will always remain. 
Were you, therefore, determined to decree the motion for 
this dangerous and impolitic liberty, I make this amendment, 
that conviction of having written a libel ca?-ries with it capital 
punishment , and that a label be fastened on the breast of 
the libeller, when carried to execution, with this inscription : 
A social murderer , or A murderer of characte?-s !” 

Rcederer has belonged to all religious or anti-religious 
sects, and to all political or anti-social factions, these last 
twenty years ] but, after approving, applauding and serving 
them, he has deserted them, sold them, or betrayed them. 
Before the Revolution, a counsellor of parliament at Metz, 
he was a spy of the Court on his colleagues ; and, since 
the Revolution, he served the Jacobins as a spy bn the 
Court. Immoral and unprincipled to the highest degree, his 
profligacy and duplicity are only equalled by his perversity 
and cruelty. It was he who, on the 10th of August, 1792, 
betrayed the King and the royal family into the hands of 

their assassins, and who himself made a merit of this in- 

19 — 2 
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famous act After being repulsed by all, e\en by the most 
sanguinary of our parties and partisans, by a Bnssot, a 
Marat, a Robespierre, a Tallien, and a Bams, Bonaparte 
adopted him first as a counsellor of state, and afterwards 
as a senator His own and only daughter died in a mis 
carnage, the consequence of an incestuous commerce with 
her unnatural parent , and his only son is disinherited by 
him for resenting his fathers baseness in debauching a 
young girl whom the son had engaged to marry 

With the usual consistency of m> revolutionary country 
men, he has, at one penod, asserted that the liberty of the 
Press was necessary for the preservation both of men and 
things, for the protection of governors as well as of the 
governed, and that it was the best support of a constitutional 
government At another time he wrote that, as it was 
impossible to fix the limits between the liberty and the 
licentiousness of the Press, the latter destroyed the benefits 
of the former that the liberty of the Press was only useful 
against a Government which one wished to overturn, but 
dangerous to a Government which one wished to preserve 
To show his indifference about his own character, as well 
os about the opinion of the public, these opposite declara 
dons uere inserted in one of ovr did) papers, and bpfk n cn. 
signed “ Rcederer ’ 

In 1789 he was indebted above one million two hun 
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dred thousand livres — ,£50,000 — and he now possesses 

national property purchased for seven millions of livres — 

» 

,£292,000 — and he avows himself to be worth three mil- 
lions more in money placed in our public funds. He 
often says, laughingly, that he is under great obligations to 
Robespierre, whose guillotine acquitted in one day all his 
debts. All his creditors, after being denounced for their 
aristocracy , were murdered cn masse by this instrument of 
death. 

Of . all the old beaux and superannuated libertines 
whose company I have had the misfortune of not being 
able to avoid, Roederer is the most affected, silly and dis- 
gusting. His wrinkled face, and effeminate and childish air ; 
his assiduities about every woman of beauty or fashion ; his 
confidence in his own merit, and his presumption in his 
own power, wear such a curious contrast with his trem- 
bling hands, running eyes, and enervated person, that I 
have frequently been ready to laugh at him in his face, 
had not indignation silenced all other feeling. A light- 
coloured wig covers a bald head ; his cheeks and eyelids 
are painted, and his teeth false ; and I have seen a woman 
faint away from the effect of his breath, notwithstanding 
that he infects with his musk and perfumes a whole house 
only with his presence. When on the ground floor, you 
may smell him in the attic. 
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LETTER XXXVIII 

Paris, September, 1805 

M\ Lord, — The reciprocal jealousy and even interest 
of Austria, France and Russia have hitherto prev ented 
the tottenng Turkish empire from being partitioned like 
Poland, or seized like Italy, to sene as indemnities, like 
the German empire, or to be shared, as reward to the 
allies, like the empire of Mjsore 

When we consider the anarch) that prevails, both in 
the Government and among the subjects, as well m the 
capital as m the provinces of the Ottoman Porte , when 
we reflect on the mutin) and cowardice of its armies and 
navj, the ignorance and mcapacit) of its officers and 
military and naval commander*, it is Surprising indeed as 
I have heard Tall e> rand often declare, that more foreign 
political intrigues should be earned on at Constantinople 
alone than in all other capitals of Europe taken together 
These intrigues, however, instead of doing honour to the 
sagacit) and patriotism of the members of the Divan, 
expose onl) their corruption and lmbectltt) , and instead 
of indicating a dread of the strength of the Sublime 
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Sultan, show a knowledge of his weakness, of which the 
gold of the most wealthy, and the craft of the most subtle, 
by turns' are striving to profit. 

Beyond a doubt the enmity of the Ottoman Porte 
can do- more mischief than its friendship can do service. 
Its' neutrality is always useful, while its alliance becomes 
frequently a burden, and its support of no advantage. It 
is, therefore, more from a view of preventing evils than 
from expectation of profit, that all other Powers plot, cabal 
and bribe. The map of the Turkish empire explains 
what may be thought absurd or nugatory in this assertion. 

As soon as a war with Austria was resolved on by 
the Brissot faction, in 1792, emissaries were despatched to 
Constantinople to engage the Divan to invade the provinces 
of Austria and Russia; thereby to create a diversion in 
favour of this country. Our ambassador in Turkey at that 
time, Count de Choiseul - Gouffier, though an admirer of 
the Revolution, was not a ' republican, and therefore secretly 
counteracted what he officially seemed to wish to effect. 
The Imperial Court succeeded, therefore, in establishing 
the neutrality of the Ottoman Porte, but Count ,de Choiseul 
was proscribed by the Convention. As ' academician he 
was, however, at St. Petersburg, liberally recompensed by 
* Catherine II. for the services the ambassador had performed 
at Constantinople. 
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In Ma>, 1793, tbe Committee of Public Safety deter 
mined to expedite -mother embassy to the Grand Seignior, 
at the head of which was the famous intriguer, De Semon 
ville, whose revolutionar) diplomacy had, within three )ears, 
alarmed the Courts of Madrid, Naples and Turin, as well 
as the Republican Government of Genoa His career towards 
Turkey was stopped in the Gnsons Republic on the 25th of 
Julj following, where he, with sixteen other persons of his suite, 
was arrested, and sent 1 prisoner, first to Milan, and after 
wards to Mantua He earned with him presents of immense 
value, which were all seized by the Austrians Among them 
were four superb coaches, highly finished, \arnished and 
gilt what is iron or brass m common carnages was here 
gold or silver gilt Two large chests were filled with stuff 
of gold brocade, India gold muslins and shawls, and laces 
of very great value Light) thousand louis dor — j£8o,ooo — 
in ready money, a service of gold plate of twent) covers, 
which formerly belonged to the kings of Trance , two small 
boxes full of diamonds and brilliants, the mtnnstc worth of 
which was estimated at fort) eight millions of hvres — 
^2,ooo,ooo~and a great number of jewels, among others, 
the crown diamond, called here the Regents, and in jour 
countr) the Pitt Diamond, fell, with other riches, into the 
hands of the captors Notwithstanding this loss and this 
disappointment, we contrived in vain to purchase the hos 
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tility of the Turks against our enemies, though with the 
sacrifice of no less a sum (according to the report of 
St. Just in June, 1794) than seventy millions of livres — 
^3, *000,000. These official statements prove the means 
which our so often extolled economical and moral republican 
governments have employed in their negotiations. 

After the invasion of Egypt, in time of peace, by 
Bonaparte, the Sultan became at last convinced of the 
sincerity of our professions of friendship, which he returned 
with a declaration of war. The preliminaries of peace with 
your country, in October, 1801, were, however, soon fol- 
lowed with a renewal of our former friendly intercourse with 
the Ottoman Porte. The voyage of Sebastiani into Egypt 
and Syria, in the autumn of 1802, showed that our tenderness 
for the inhabitants of these countries had not diminished, 
and that we soon intended to confer on them new hugs of 
fraternity. Your pretensions to Malta impeded our pros- 
pects in the East, and your obstinacy obliged us to postpone 
our so well-planned schemes of encroachments. It was then 
' that Bonaparte first selected for his representative to the 
Grand Seignior, General Brune, commonly called by Moreau, 
Macdonald, and other competent judges of military merit, 
an intriguer at the head of armies , and a warrior in time of 
peace when seated in the council chamber. ' 

This Brune was, before the Revolution, a journeyman 
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printer, and married to a washerwoman, whose industry and 
labour alone prevented him from starving, for he was as 
vicious as idle The money he gamed when he chose to 
work was generally squandered away in brothels among 
prostitutes To supply his excesses he had even recourse 
to dishonest means, and was shut up in the prison of 
Bicetre, for robbing his master of types and of paper 

In the beginning of the Resolution, his very crimes 
made him an acceptable associate of Marat, who, with the 
money advanced by the Orleans faction, bought him a 
printing-office and he printed the so dreadful!) well known 
journal, called LAmte du Peuple From the principles of 
this atrocious paper, and from those of his sangmnar) patron, 
he formed his own political creed He distinguished him 
self frequently at the clubs of the Cordeliers, and of the 
Jacobins, by his extravagant motions, and by provoking 
laws of proscription against a wealth he did not possess, 
and against a rank he would have dishonoured, but did not 
see without env> On the 30th of June, 1791, he said, m 
the former of these clubs “We hear everywhere complaints 
of poverty , were not our eyes so often disgusted with the 
sight of unnatural nches, our hearts would not so often be 
shocked at the unnatural sufferings of humanity flic 
Ihsnngs of our Revolution will never be felt by the world 
until we in Trance are on a level, with regard to rank as 
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well as to fortune. I, for my part, know too well the dignity 
of human nature ever to bow to a superior ; but, brothers 
and friends, it is not enough that we are all politically 
equal, we must also be all equally rich or equally poor — we 
must either all strive to become men of property, or reduce 
men of property to become scins-culottcs. Believe me, the 
aristocracy of property is more dangerous than 'the aris- 
tocracy of prerogative or fanaticism, because it is more 
common. Here is a list sent to U Auric dit Pcuplc , but of 
which prudence yet prohibits the publication. It contains 
the names of all the men of property of Paris, and of the 
Department of the Seine, the amount of their fortunes, and 
a proposal how to reduce and divide it among our patriots. 
Of its great utility in the moment when we have been 
striking our grand blows, nobody dares doubt ; I therefo re 
move that, a brotherly letter be sent to every society of 
our brothers and friends in the provinces, inviting each of 
them to compose one of similar contents and of similar 
tendency in their own districts, with what remarks they 
think proper to affix, and to forward them to us, to be 
deposited in the mother club, after taking copies of them 
for the archives of their own society.” His motion was 
decreed. 

Two days afterwards, he again ascended the tribune. 
“You approved,” said he, “of the measures I lately pro- 
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posed against the aristocracy of property, I will now tell 
you of another aristocracy -which we must also crush — I 
mean that of religion, and of the clergy Their supports 
are folly, cowardice and ignorance All priests are to he 
proscribed, and punished as criminals, and despised as im 
postors or idiots, and all altars must be reduced to dust as 
unnecessary To prepare the public mind for such events, 
we must enlighten it , which can only be done by dis 
seminating extracts from V Avne du Peuple, and other 
philosophical publications I have here some ballads of my 
own composition, which have been sung in my quarter, 
where all superstitious persons have already trembled, and 
all fanatics are raving If you think proper, I will, for a 
mere trifle, print twenty thousand copies of them, to be 
distributed and disseminated gratis all over Trance ” After 
some discussion, the treasurer of the club was ordered to 
advance Citizen Brune the sum required, and the secretary 
to transmit the ballads to the fraternal societies in the 
provinces 

Brune put on his first regimentals as an aide-de-camp 
to General Santerre in December, 1792, after having given 
proofs of his military prowess the preceding September, in 
the massacre of the prisoners in the Abbey In 1793 he 
was appointed a colonel m the revolutionary army, which, 
dunng the Reign of Terror, hid waste the departments of 
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the' Gironde, where he was often seen commanding his 
corps, with a human head fixed on his sword. On the 
day when' he entered Bordeaux with his troops, a new-born 
child occupied the same place, to the great horror of the 
inhabitants. During this brilliant ' expedition he laid the 
first foundation of his present fortune, having pillaged 
in a most unmerciful manner, and arrested or shot every 
suspected person who could not, or would not, exchange 
property for life. On his return to Paris, his patriotism 
was recompensed with a commission of a general of brigade. 
On the death of Robespierre, he was arrested as a terrorist, 
but, after some months’ imprisonment, again released. 

In October, 1795, he assisted Napoleon Bonaparte in 
the massacre of the Parisians, and obtained for it, from the 
director Barras, the rank of a general of division. Though 
occupying in time of war such a high military rank, he had 
hitherto never seen an enemy, or witnessed an engagement. 

After Bonaparte had planned the invasion and pillage 
of Switzerland, Brune was charged to execute this unjust 
outrage against the law of nations. His capacity to intrigue 
procured him this distinction, and he did honour to the 
choice of his employers. You have no doubt read that, 
after lulling the Government of Berne into security by re- 
peated proposals of accommodation, he attacked the Swiss 
and Bernese troops during a truce, and obtained by treachery 
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successes which his \alour did not promise him The pillage 
robberies and desastations in Hehetia added se\eral more 
millions to his previoush great nches 

It was after his campaign in Holland during the autumn 
of 1799 he ** ret began to chim some military glory 
He owed howeser his successes to the superior number of 
his troops and to the taltnts of the generals and officers 
sen mg under him Being made a counsellor of state by 
Bonaparte he was entrusted with the command of the 
army against the Chouans Here again he seduced b) his 
promises and duped by his intrigues acted infamously — 
hut was successful 
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LETTER XXXIX 


■■ Paris, September , 1805. 

My Lord, — Three months before Brune set out on 
his embassy to Constantinople, Talleyrand and Fouche 
were collecting together all the desperadoes of our Revo- 
lution, and all the Italian, Corsican, Greek and Arabian 
renegadoes and vagabonds in our country, to form him 
a set of attendants agreeable to the real object of his 
mission. 

You know too much of our national character and 
of my own veracity to think it improbable, when I assure 
you that most of our great men in place are as vain as 
presumptuous, and that sometimes vanity and presumption 
get the better of their discretion and prudence. What I 
am going to tell you I did not hear myself, but it was 
reported, to me by a female friend, as estimable for her 
virtues as admired for her accomplishments. She is often 
honoured with invitations to Talleyrand’s familiar parties, 
composed chiefly of persons whose fortunes are as inde- 
pendent as their principles, who, though not approving the 
Revolution, neither joined its opposers nor opposed its' 
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adherents preferring tranquillity and obscurity to agitation 
and celebrity Their number is not much above half a 
dozen and the minister calls them the only honest people 
m Trance with whom he thinks himself safe 

When it was reported here that two hundred persons 
of Brunes suite had embarked at Marseilles and etght) 
four at Genoa, and when it was besides known that near 
fifty individuals accompanied him in his outset this unusual 
occurrence caused much conversation and man) speculations 
in all our coteries and fashionable circles About that 
time m> friend dined with Tallevrand and b) chance 
also mentioned this grand embass) observing at the same 
time that it was too much honour done to the Ottoman 
lorte and too much mone) throvn awa> upon splendour to 
honour such an imbecile and tottering Government How 
people talk interrupted Talleyrand about what they do 
not comprehend Generous as Bonaparte is, he does not 
throw aw a> his expenses perhaps within twelve months 
all these ruiegadoes or adventurers whom you all consider 
a valets of Brune will be three tailed I achas or Beys, 
leading friends of liberty who shall have gloriously broken 
their fetters as slaves of a Selim to become the subjects 
of a Napoleon The Eastern empire has indeed lon^ 
expired but it may suddenly be revived — Austna and 
Russia, replied my friend would never suffer it and 
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England would sooner ruin her navy and ' exhaust her 
treasury than permit such a revolution.” — “So they have 
tried to do,” retorted Talleyrand, “to bring about a counter 

J 

revolution m France. But though only a moment is 
requisite to erect the standard of revolt, ages often are 
necessary to conquer and seize it. Turkey has long been 
ripe for a -revolution. It wanted only chiefs and directors. 
In time of war, ten thousand Frenchmen landed in the 
Dardanelles would be masters of Constantinople, and per- 
haps of the empire. In time of peace, four hundred 
bold and well-informed men may produce the same effect. 
— Besides, with some temporary cession of a couple of 
provinces to each of the Imperial Courts, and with the 

temporary present of an island 1 ' to Great Britain, every- 

thing may be settled pro tempore , and a Joseph Bonaparte 
be permitted to reign at Constantinople , as a Napoleon does 
at Paris.” That the minister made use of this language 
I can take upon me to affirm ; but whether purposely 

or unirttentionally, whether to give a high opinion of his 

plans or to impose upon his company, I will not and 
cannot assert. 

On the subject of this numerous suite of Brune, 
Markoff is said to have obtained several conferences with 
Talleyrand and several audiences of Bonaparte, in which 

representations, as just as energetic, were made, which, 
voL. x 20 
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however, did not alter the intent of our Government or 
increase the favour of the Russian ambassador at the 
Court of St Cloud But it pros ed that our schemes of 
subversion are suspected, and that our agents of overthrow 
would be watched and their manceuvres inspected 

Count Itahnski, the Russian ambassador to the Otto- 
man Porte, is one of those noblemen who unite rank 
and fortune, talents and modest), honour and patriotism, 
wealth and liberality His personal character *and his 
individual virtues made him, therefore, more esteemed and 
revered by the members of the Di\an, than the high 
station he occupied, and the powerful Prince he represented, 
made him feared or respected His namings had created 
prejudices against Brune which he found difficult to remo\e 
lo re\enge himself in his old wa>, our ambassador inserted 
several paragraphs in the Momteur and in our other papers, 
in which Count Itahnski was libelled and his transactions 
or \iews calumniated 

After his first audience with the Grand Sugnior, Brune 
complained bitterl) of not ha\ing learned the Turkish 
language, and of being under the necessity, therefore, of 
using interpreters, to whom he ascribed the renewed 
obstacles he encountered in e%er> step he took, while 
his hotel was continually surrounded with spies, and the 
persons of his suite followed c\cr> where like criminals 
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when they went out. Even the valuable presents he 
carried with him, amounting . in value to twenty- four 
millions of livres — ^1.000,000 — were but indifferently re- 
ceived, the acceptors seeming to suspect the object and 
the honesty of the donor. 

In proportion as our politics became embroiled with 
those of Russia, the post of Brune became of more 
importance : but the obstacles thrown in his way aug- 
mented daily, and he was forced to avow that Russia 
and England had greater influence and more credit than 
the French Republic and its chief. When Bonaparte was 
proclaimed an Emperor of the French, B rune expected 
that his acknowledgment as such at Constantinople would 


be a mere matter of course and announced officially on 
the day he presented a copy of his new credentials. 
Here again he v.a, disappointed, and therefore demanded 
his recall from a place 'where Were ~zs r.o pro nobility, 
under the present circumstances, c: ettner exert mg the 
subjects to revolt, of delucrrm me wrmce m to sue mat from, 
or seducing ministers "-no. 
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to be one of the secret agents of our secret diplomacy 
You ma) ahead}, perhaps hi\e heard that our Go\ ernment 
selects }earl\ a number of joung foundlings or orphans, 
whom it causes to be brought up in foreign countries at 
.its expense, so as to leam the language as mines of the 
nation, where, when grown up, the} aTe chief!} to he 
emphned Joubert had been educated under the mspec 
tion of our consuls at Smyrna, and, when he assumes the 
dress of a Turk, From his accent and manners e\en the 
Mussulmans mistake htm for one of their own creed and 
of their count*} He was introduced to Bonaparte in 
1797, and accompanied him to Egypt, where his sen ices 
were of the greatest utility to our arm> He is now a 
kind of under cecretarj in the office of our secret 
diplomac}, and a member of our Legion of Honour 
Should ever Joseph Bonaparte be an Emperor or Sultan 
of the East, Joubert wall certainl} be lus Grand \ uier 
There is another Joubert (with whom }ou must not 
confound him), who was also a kind of Dragoman at 
Constantinople some 5 ears ago, and who is still some- 
where on a secret mission in the East Jndiev 

3 oubert’s arrival at Constantinople evened both cuno>it} 
among the people and suspicion among the mmistr> There 
is no example in the Ottoman histor} of a chief of a 
Christian nation having written to the Sultan b> a private 
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messenger, or of His Highness having condescended to 
receive the letter from the bearer, or to converse with him. 
The Grand Vizier demanded a copy of Bonaparte’s letter 
before an audience could be granted. This was refused by 
Joubert ; and as Brune threatened to quit the capital of 
Turkey if any longer delay were experienced, the letter was 
delivered in a garden near Constantinople, where the Sultan 
met Bonaparte’s agent as if by chance, who, it seems, lost 
all courage and presence of mind, and did not utter four 
words, to which no answer was given. 

This impertinent intrigue, and this novel diplomacy, 
therefore, totally miscarried, to the great shame and greater 
disappointment of the schemers and contrivers. I must, 
however, do Talleyrand the justice to say that he never 
approved of it, and even foretold the issue to his in- 
timate friends. It was entirely the Whim and invention 
of Bonaparte himself, upon a suggestion of Brune, who was 
far from being so well acquainted with the spirit and policy 
of the Divan as he had been with the genius and plots 
of Jacobinism. Not rebuked, however, Joubert was ordered 
away a second time with a second letter, and, after an 
absence of four months, returned again as he went, less 
satisfied with the second than with his first journey. 

In these trips to Turkey, he had always for travelling 
companions some of our emissaries to Austria, Hungary, and 
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in particular to Serna, where the insurgents were assisted 
by our councils and even guided bv some of our officers 
The principal aide-de-camp of Czerm George, the Servian 
chieftain is one St Martin, formerl) a captain m our 
ar tiller), afterwards an officer of engineers in the Russian 
service and finally a volunteer in the army of Cond£ He 
and three other officers of artiller) were under fictitious 
names, sent by our Government, during the spring of last >ear 
to the camp of the insurgents The) pretended to be of 
the Grecian religion, and formed) Russian officers, and were 
immediatel) emplo) ed St Martin has gamed great influ 
ence o\er Czerm George, and directs both his political 
councils and militarj operations Besides the individuals 
left behind by Joubert it is said that upwards of one 
hundred persons of Brunes suite ha\e been ordered for 
the same destination \ou see how great the activity of 
our Government is, and that nothing is thought unworth) 
of its vigilance or its machinations In the staff of Paw an 
Oglou, six of m) counttymen have been serving ever since 
1796, alwajs in the pa) of our Government 

It was much against both the inclination and interest 
of our r roper or that his ambassador at Constantinople 
should leave the field of battle there to the representatives 
of Russia Austria and Tngland But his dignity was at 
stake After man) threats to deprive the Sultan of the 
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honour of his presence, and even after setting out once for 
some leagues on his return, Brune, observing that these 
marches and counter-marches excited more mirth than 
terror, at last fixed a day, when finally either Bonaparte 
must be acknowledged by the Divan as an Emperor of the 
French, or his departure would take place. On that day 
he, indeed, began his retreat, but, under different pretexts, 
he again stopped, sent couriers to his secretaries, waited 
for their return, and sent new couriers again — but all in 
vain, the Divan continued refractory. 

At his first audience after his return, the reception 
Bonaparte gave him was not very cordial. He demanded 
active employment, in case of a Continental war, either in 
Italy or in Germany, but received neither. When our 
army of England was already on its march towards the 
Rhine, and Bonaparte returned here, Brune was ordered 
to take command on the coast, and to organise ' there an 
army of observation, destined to succour Holland in case 
of an invasion, or to invade England should a favourable 
occasion present itself. The fact is, he was charged to in- 
trigue rather than to fight; and were Napoleon able to 
force upon Austria another Peace of Luneville, Brune would 
probably be the plenipotentiary that would ask your accept- 

f 

ance of another Peace of Amiens. It is here a general 
belief that his present command signifies another pacific 



312 


THE SECRET HISTORY Or 


overture from Bonaparte before jour parliament meets, or 
at least before the New Year Remember that our hero 
is more to be dreaded as a Philip than as an Alexander 
General Brune has bought landed property for nine 
millions of lures — ^375,000 — and has, in different funds, 
placed read) money to the same amount His own and 
his wifes diamonds are valued b> him at three millions , 
and when he has any parties to dinner, he exhibits them 
with great complaisance as presents forced upon him during 
his campaign in Switzerland and Holland, for the frotec 
turn he gave the inhabitants He is now so vain of his 
wealth and proud of his rank, that he not onlj disregards 
all former acquaintances, but denies his own brothers and 
sisters telling them frankly that the Field Marshal Brune 
can have no shoemaker for a brother, nor a sister married 
to a chandler, that he knows of no parents, and of no 
relatives, being the maker of his own fortune and of what 
he is that his children will look no farther back for 
ancestrj than their father One of his first cousins, a 
postillion, who insisted rather obstinate!) on his fannl) 
alliance was recommended b> Brune to his friend louche, 
who sent him on a vojage of dtscoiery to Cajuine, from 
which he probablj will not return \er> soon 
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LETTER XL 


Paris, September , 1805. 

My Lord, — Madame de C n is now one of our 

most fashionable ladies. Once in the week she has a 
grand tea-party ; once in a fortnight a grand dinner ; and 
once in the month a grand ball. Foreign gentlemen are 
particularly well received at her house, which, of course, is 
much frequented by them. As you intend to visit this 
country after a peace, it may be of some service to you 
not to be unacquainted with the portrait of a lady whose 
invitation to see the original you may depend upon the 
day after your arrival. 

Madame de C n is the widow of . the great and 

useless traveller, Count de C n, , to whom his relatives 

pretend that she was never married. Upon his death-bed 
he acknowledged her, however, for his wife, and left her 
mistress of a fortune of three hundred thousand livres a 
year — ^12,500. The first four years of her widowhood 
she passed in lawsuits before the tribunals, where the 
plaintiffs could not prove that she was unmarried, nor she 
herself that she was married. But Madame Napoleon 
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Bonaparte, for a small douceur, speaking in her favour, the 
consciences of the juries, and the understanding of the 
judges, were all convinced at once that she had been the 

lawful wife, and was the lawful heiress, of Count de C n, 

who had no children, or nearer relatives than third cousins 

Count de C n was travelling in the East Indies 

when the Revolution broke out His occupation there 
was a aery innocent one , he drew countenances, being 
one of the most enthusiastic sectaries of Lavater, and 
modestl) called himself 'the first phjsiognomist m the 
world Indeed, he had been at least the most laborious 
one , for he left behind him a collection of six thousand 
two hundred portraits drawn by himself m the four quarters 
of the world, during a period of thirty years 

He never engaged a servant, nor dealt with a trades 
man, whose phjsiognomy had not been examined by him 
In his travels he preferred the worst accommodation in 
i house where he approved of the countenance of the 
host, to the best where the traits or lines of the landlords 
face were irregular, or did not coincide with his ideas of 
physiognomical propriety The cut of a face, its expression, 
the length of the nose, the width or smallness of the mouth, 
the form of the eyelids or of the ears, the colour or thick 
ness of the hair, with the shape and tout ensemble of the 
head, were always minutely considered and discussed before 


THE COURT OF ST. CLOUD 315 

he entered into any agreement, on any subject, with any 
individual whatever. Whatever recommendations, or what- 
ever attestations were produced, if they did not correspond 
with his own physiognomical remarks and calculations they 
were disregarded; while a person whose physiognomy pleased 
him, required no other introduction to obtain his confidence. 
Whether he thought himself wiser than his forefathers, he 
certainly did not grow richer than they were. Charlatans who 
imposed upon his credulity and impostors who flattered his 
mania, servants who robbed him and mistresses who 
deceived him, proved that if his knowledge of physiognomy 
was great, it was by no means infallible. At his death, 
of the fortune left him by his parents only the half 
remained. 

His friends often amused themselves at the expense 
of his foibles. When he prepared for a journey to the 
East, one of them recommended him a servant upon whose 
fidelity he could depend. After examining with minute 
scrupulosity the head of the person, he wrote, “ My friend, 
I accept your valuable present. From calculations, which 
never deceive me, Mauville (the servant’s name) possesses, 
with the fidelity of a dog, the intrepidity of the lion. 
Chastity itself is painted on his front, modesty in his looks, 
temperance on his cheek, and his mouth and nose bespeak 
honesty itself.” - Shortly after the Count had landed at 
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l’ondicherrj, Mauville, who was a girl, died m a condition 
which showed tint chastity had not been the divinity to 
whom she had chiefly sacrificed In her trunk were found 
several trinkets belonging to her master, which she honestly 
had appropriated to herself His miscalculation on this 
subject the Count could not but avow , he added, how- 
ever, that it was the entire fault of his friend, who had 
duped him with regard to the sex 

Madame de C n was, on account of her physiog 

nom>, purchased by her late husband, then travelling in 
turkey, from a merchant of Circassian slaves, when she was 
under seven >ears of age, and sent for her education to a 
relation of the count, an abbess of a convent m Languedoc. 
On his return from Turkej, some >ears afterwards, he took 
her under his own care, and she accompanied him all over 
\sia, and returned first to France in 1796, where her 
husband’s name was upon the list of emigrants, though he 
had not been m Europe for ten >eais before the Revolution 
However, by some pecuniary arrangements with Barras, he 
recovered Ins property, which he did not long enjoy, for 
he died in 1798 Mistress of a large fortune, with some 
remnants of beauty and elegance of manners, the suitors 

of Madame de C n have been numerous, and among 

them several senators and generals, and even the minister, 
Chaptal But she has politely declined all their offers, 
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preferring her liberty and the undisturbed right of following 
her own inclination, to the inconvenient ties of Hymen. 
A gentleman, whom she calls , and .who passes for, her 

brother, Chevalier de M . de T , a Knight of Malta, 

assists her in doing the honours of her house, and is con- 
sidered as her favourite lover ; though report and the 

1 

scandalous chronicle say that she bestows her favours on * 
every person who wishes to bestow on her his name, and 
that, therefore, her gallants are at least as numerous as her 
suitors. 

Such is the true statement of the past, as well as the 

present, with regard to Madame de C n. She relates, 

howev^Ti. different story. She says that she is the daughter 

of the Marquis de M de T , of a Languedoc family; 

that she sailed, when a child, with her mother in a felucca 
from Nice to Malta, there to visit her brother; was captured 
by an Algerine pilot, separated from her mother, and carried 
to Constantinople by a merchant of slaves ; there she was 

purchased by Count de C n, who restored her to her 

family, and whom, therefore, notwithstanding the difference 
of their ages, she married from gratitude. This pretty, 
romantic story is ordered in our Court circles to be officially 
believed ; and, of course, is believed by nobody, not even 
by the Emperor and Empress themselves, who would not 
give her the place of a lady-in-waiting, though her request 
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was aecompimed with. a valuable diamond to the latter 
l he present was kept but tlie olTer declined 

AU the members of the llonaparte fund), females as 
well as miles, honour her house with their visits md with 
the iceeptince of her imititions md it is therefore, among 
our fashionables the haul ton to he of the socictj md circle 
of Madame dc C n 

I^ist I ebruirj, Midime de I* 1 (the wife of Count de 

V- 1, i rehtion b> her husband s side of Midime dc C n, 

ind who b) the Kuolution lost ill their propertj, md now live 
with her is companions) was brought to bed of i son the 
child was baptized b> the Cardinal de Hello), and Midime 
Joseph and Vrmce louis llompirte stood sponsors 1 his 
oeeurrenec was celebrated with great pomp, md a fete was 
given to near one hundred and fift) persons of both scses- 
is usual, a mixture of < tenant nobles md of enfa ant sans 
iiifttfts of rank and meanness or upstart wealth and 
beggared di^nit) 

\\ hat that da> struck me most w is the audaett) of the 
'senator \ diet ml in teasm., and insulting the old Cardinal 
de llclloj^with his impertinent comersation md affected 
piet) 1 Ins \ llletard was before the kuolution, t journc) 
man barber, and was released m 1 7 Stj b> the mob from the 
prison of the Chitclet where he was eonfmed for theft 
In 1791 Ins P xtnottsm w is so well known m the Depart 
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ment of Yonne, that he was deputed by the Jacobins there 
to the Jacobins of the capital with an address, encouraging 
and advising the deposition of Louis XVI.; and in 1792 
he was chosen a member of the National Convention, where 
the most sanguinary and most violent of the factious were 
always certain to reckon him in the number of their 
adherents. 

In December, 1797, when an insurrection, prepared by 
Joseph Bonaparte at Rome, deprived the late revered Pontiff 
both of his sovereignty and liberty, Villetard was sent by 
the Jacobin and atheistical party of the Directory to 
Loretto to seize and carry off the celebrated Madonna. In 
the execution of this commission he displayed a conduct 
worthy the littleness of his genius and the criminality of 
his mind. The wooden image of the Holy Virgin, a black 
gown said to have appertained to her, together with three 
broken china plates, which the Roman Catholic faithful 
have for ages believed to have been used by her, were 
presented by him to the Directory with a cruelly scandalous 
show, accompanied by a horribly blasphemous letter. He 
passed the next night, after he had perpetrated - this sacri- 
lege, with two prostitutes in the chapel of the Holy Virgin ; 
and, on the next morning, placed one of them naked on 
the pedestal where the statue of the Virgin had formerly 
stood, and ordered all the devotees at Loretto, and two 
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leagues round, to prostrate themselves before her This shock 
ing command occasioned the premature death of fifteen ladies, 
two of whom, who were nuns, died on the spot on beholding 
the homd outrage , and man) more were deprived of their 
reason How barbarousl) unfeeling must that wretch be 
who, in bereaving the religious, the pious and the con 
scientious of their consolation and hope, adds the tormenting 
reproach of apostas), b> forcing virtue upon its knees to 
bow before what it* knows to be guilt and infamy' 

« A traitor to his associates as to his God, it was he 
who, in November, 1799, presented at St Cloud the decree 
which excluded all those who opposed Bonaparte’s authont) 
from the Council of Five Hundred, and appointed the two 
committees which made him a First Consul In reward 
for this act of trencher) , he was nominated to a place in 
the Conservative Senate He has now ranked himself 
among our modem saints, goes regularly to Mass and con 
fesses , has made a brother of his, who was a drummer, an 
abbe , and his assiduit) about the cardinal was probabl) 
with a view to obtain advancement for this edifying priest 
The Cardinal de Bello> is now ninet) six )ears of age, 
being born m 1709, and has been a bishop for fift) three 
jears, but, during the Revolution, was proscnbed, with all 
other prelates He remained however, in Trance, where 
his age saved him from the guillotine, but not from being 
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reduced to the greatest want. A descendant of a noble 

family, and possessing an unpolluted character, Bonaparte 

\ 

fixed upon him as one of the pillars for the re-eslablishmcnt 
of the Catholic worship, made him an Archbishop of Paris, 
and procured him the rank of a cardinal from Rome. But 
he is now in his second childhood, entirely directed by his 
grand vicaries, Malaret, De Mons and Legeas, who are in 
the pay of, and absolutely devoted to, Bonaparte. An inno- 
cent instrument in their hands, of those impious compliments 
pronounced by him to the Emperor and the Empress he 
did not, perhaps, even understand the meaning. From such 
a man the vile and artful Villetard might extort any promise. 
I observed, however, with pleasure, that he was watched by 
the grand vicar, Malaret, who seldom loses sight of his 
Eminence. 

These two so opposite characters — I mean De Belloy 
and Villetard — are already speaking evidences of the com- 
position of the society at Madame de C n’s. But I will 

tell you something still more striking. This lady is famous 
for her elegant services of plate, as much as for her deli- 
cate taste in entertaining her parties. After* the supper on 
this night, eleven silver and four gold plates, besides 
numerous silver and gold spoons, forks, &c., were missed. 
She informed Fouche of her loss, who had her house sur- 
rounded by spies, with orders not to let any servant pass, 
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without undergoing a strict search The first gentleman 
who called for his carnage was his Excellenc) the counsellor 
of state and grand officer of the Legion of Honour, Treilhard 
His servants were stopped and the cause explained The) 
willingl), and against the protest of their master, suffered 
themselves to be searched Nothing was found upon them, 
but the police agents, observing the full dress hat of 
their master rather bulky under his ann, took the hbert) 
to look into it, where the) found one of Madame de 
C— — n’s gold plates and two of her spoons His Excel 
lenc) immediatel) ordered bis servants to be arrested, for 
haiing concealed their theft there Fouch£ however, when 
called out, advised his friend to forgive them for misplacing 
them, as the less satd on the subject the better When 

Madame de C n heard of this discover), she asked 

Fouche to recall his order or to alter it “A repetition of 
such misplacings in the hats or in the pockets of the 
masters,” said she, “would injure the reputation of m) 
house and compan) ” She never recovered the remainder 
of her loss, and that she might not be exposed in future 
to the same occurrences, she bought two services of china 
the following da), to be used when she had mixed societ) 
Treilhard had, before the Revolution, the reputation of 
being an honest man and an able advocate , but has since 
joined the criminals of all factions, being an accomplice in 
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their guilt and a sharer of their spoils. In the convention, 
he voted for the death of Louis XVI. and pursued without 
mercy the unfortunate Marie Antoinette to the scaffold. 
During his missions in the departments, wherever he went 
the guillotine was erected and blood flowed in streams. 
He was, nevertheless, accused by Robespierre of moderatism. 
At Lille in 1797, and at Rastadt in 1798, he negotiated as 
a plenipotentiary with the representatives of princes, and in 
1799 corresponded as a director with emperors and kings, 
to whom he wrote as his great and dear friends. He is 
now a counsellor of state, in the section of legislation, and 
enjoys a fortune of several millions of livres, arising from 
estates in the country, and from leases in the capital. As 

this accident at Madame de C n’s soon became public, 

his friends gave out that he had of late been exceedingly 
absent, and, from absence of mind, puts everything he can 
lay hold of into his pocket. He is' not a favourite with 
Madame Bonaparte, and she asked her husband to dismiss 
and disgrace him for an act so disgraceful to a grand 
officer of the Legion of Honour, but was answered, “Were 
I to turn away all the thieves and rogues that encompass 
me I should soon cease to reign. I despise them, but I 
must employ them.” 

It is whispered that the police have discovered another 
of Madame de C n’s lost gold plates at a pawnbroker’s, 
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where it had been pledged by the wife of another coun- 
sellor of state, Francois de Nantes. This I give you 
merely as a report 1 though the fact is, that Madame 
Francois is \cry fond of gambling, but \ery unfortunate; 
and she, with other of our fashionable ladies, has more 
than once resorted to her charms for the payment of her 
gambling debts. 
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